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Anti-Racism Working Group
Meeting Date: 9th September 2010

PRESENT: Councillor Day; Fernando Almeida Diniz, (Chair) 

Samantha Naik – CORE; George Gordon- Granton and District Community Council; Barbra Lawson – Edinburgh’s Telford College; Dave Hewitt – PCHP;  PC Grant McCulloch– Lothian and Borders Police; Martina McChrystal,Ruth Stanley- SfC; Christine McKay – Children & Families
APOLOGIES: Willie Adams,Tesfu Gessessee,Cathy Wood, (NHS);Lesley –Ann Weir, Trinity Community Council, Dave Hewitt (PCHP)Inspector Maggie Lyle, Fred Marinello
	1   Welcome & Introduction

     Fernando Almeida Diniz ,Chairman CORE took the chair in Tesfu’s 
     absence.


	2   Minutes of meeting 1 July 2010
     Agreed. 

	3    LBP Update
      PC Grant Mc Culloch updated.

      Forth/Drylaw Area 1 July- 9 September

     19 racially aggravated cases reported

     14 Forth 5 Inverleith

     11 solved,3 live enquiries with suspects identified, 5 not progressed 

      due to lack of evidence.
      18 out of the 19 cases were verbal abuse, 1 Minor assault.
       Positive Interventions 
       PC McCulloch also noted recent race crime awareness session at    

       Craigroyston  School for third year pupils.Further sessions planned

       for Trinity Academy.

       GMC has also worked closely with CORE and North Community Safety 

       Team to try and tackle race crime in the area. Also noted referrals to 

        Police aided clothing scheme to support families.

        Board comments

       GG Noted recent attacks on emergency services  in the area-possibility

        of local initiative with LBP?

       SN  Noted high increase  in incidents over summer period 
       FD  Noted recent high profile case in the east of the city-noted strong

              community response contributed to swift arrests.
4      CORE update- Samantha Naik   

        17 cases since July-immigration issues, housing and housing repairs,

         Childcare support, benefits advice.
         Close  working with LBP on harassment cases and neighbour issues.
         3 cases of harassment Jul- Sep 2010.

         Board comments

         GG Are there links with Granton Information Centre?

         SN  will progress
         FD  noted mental health impacts of immigration issues-noted in Forth

         Health summit report.

5      North Community Safety Update- Ruth Stanley

        14 cases up to July 2010. 2 cases reported to Tasking and

         Co-ordinating group-racial abuse escalating from neighbour

         noise complaints.RS noted reporting could be strengthened.

         Board comments

         GG   Is reporting different according to types of tenure- private etc?

         RS    Reporting system records all cases-system is APP (Authority

                 Public protection)

6    Anti Racism Group Workplan

      10 themes raised as key local issues and fed into draft workplan.
       Workplan discussed, draft to go to Forth business meeting of 22nd 
       September for sign off.

       Noted measures should include data from all partners, including 

       voluntary agencies and public services.

       BL noted Telford College preparing statistics on Forth community

       as part of New Horizons stakeholders group.

       CMK noted as part of GIRFEC rollout, teams developing a scorecard

       for cluster schools. Pilot ongoing in Craigroyston School-could be used

       for attainment levels for BME pupils. CMK will report to next meeting.

       Also Children and Families have developed policies for bullying in 

       Schools- attached to this minute.CMK can get further breakdown on 

       Percentages of cases affecting BME pupils.

7    AOB

      BL drew groups attention to Big Lottery funding available for Investing

      In Communities-two key strands: Life Transition, and

      Supporting 21st Century Life. Possibility of local joint bid.
      (copy attached to this minute)    
8   DONM  Tuesday 16th November 2pm, North Edinburgh Local Office.

                   Rescheduled from 28th October.



