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Press Release

Date: 17 November 2010
Edinburgh’s Telford College wins Prestigious AoC Beacon Award

Edinburgh’s Telford College is celebrating after being named as an Association of Colleges Beacon Award winner for its exemplary work with international students. The Awards, which this year celebrate 17 years of outstanding teaching and learning in Further Education Colleges, were announced at the AoC’s Annual Conference and Exhibition in Birmingham on 16 November.

Tim Smit, Co-founder and Chief Executive of the Eden Project, announced the 2010 Beacon Award winners and Highly Commended Colleges in the Responsiveness, Partnership and Impact category.

Edinburgh’s Telford College won the British Council Award for International Student Support. The Award recognises best practice in supporting international students, from recruitment through to the completion of their qualifications. This includes: clear advice and guidance; help finding accommodation and with language skills; inclusive systems that reflect the multi-cultural, multi-faith backgrounds of students and comprehensive student welfare support.  

The College won the Award for its well-developed international strategy, an innovative programme supported by a wide range of global partnerships, and its exemplary approach to supporting visa applications. The College was particularly praised for its trans-national education partnerships, which include support for in-country teaching, leading to high levels of students progressing on to courses in the UK.

Some of the courses on offer at Edinburgh’s Telford College include opportunities for international students to take up internships, which help develop their workplace skills, and many students go on to study Higher Education courses in the UK.

The UK-wide Beacon Awards provide national recognition for excellence and innovation as well as acknowledging the talents of staff at all levels. They highlight the breadth and quality of education in the College sector.

Chair of the AoC Beacon Awards, Dame Patricia Morgan-Webb, said: “Beacon Award winners raise the bar when it comes to finding new ways of doing things to enable Colleges to play a leading role in the communities they serve. They help contribute to social justice by widening participation in further education and play a key role in local economic and social regeneration by encouraging links with local businesses and supporting people, both in and out of work, in learning new skills.

“We are pleased that this year’s winners have been drawn from all parts of the UK and all demonstrate traits of innovation, creativity, responsiveness and a collaborative approach. Once again, I am delighted on behalf of the AoC Charitable Trust to acknowledge and reward the exemplary contribution made by these Colleges.”

Principal of Edinburgh’s Telford College, Miles Dibsdall OBE, said: “This is an outstanding achievement for Edinburgh’s Telford College and I am extremely proud of what my colleagues at the College - and their partners from across the globe - have achieved. 

“They have worked vigorously in working in partnership with our international learners on their complete learner journey, by listening and supporting their needs prior to coming to Scotland, and ensuring while at the College that they are given an exceptional educational experience of studying in UK. Their efforts have firmly put Edinburgh’s Telford College on the map and we will keep striving to exceed expectations in helping our international learners on their road to success.”

Paul Docherty, Director British Council Scotland said: “The global partnerships formed between international students, Scottish students and Scottish education institutions are of deep and long-lasting prosperity to Scotland. As an organisation that works to build international links for the benefit of Scotland we firmly believe that supporting international students through their journey is a key part of establishing such bonds. We are delighted that Edinburgh’s Telford College has won the AoC British Council Award for International Student Support and congratulate the College on its success.”

Roger Marriott said: “As Chief Assessor for the AoC Beacon Awards I am immensely impressed by the high quality of the work that is being done in Colleges, in all parts of the UK, to provide exemplary support for learning to such a wide range of students.

“The commitment of the sector to meeting the needs of learners and the degree of excellence which was displayed by Colleges during our assessment visits was outstanding. By presenting these Awards, the AoC shines a spotlight on best practice, innovative development and continuous improvement; these Colleges create shining examples that other institutions can look to for help, inspiration and encouragement.”

Edinburgh’s Telford College will host a local celebration event in the New Year and will be presented with their Award by John Hayes MP, Minister of State for Further Education, at a national presentation ceremony due to be held in Westminster on 9 February 2011.

Ends

Photocall Invite

Photographers are invited to attend the International Team’s and International Learners’ Celebration of Success at the College’s International Zone at Edinburgh’s Telford College, 350 West Granton Road, EH5 1QE at 10am this Friday, 19 November 2010. At this event, not only will the team be celebrating their Beacon Award, but also the launch of the College’s International Prospectus and International Facebook page.

For Further Information and Images

Aoife O'Sullivan, Marketing Executive
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Notes to Editors:
1. About Edinburgh’s Telford College

Named after Thomas Telford, the great Scottish Civil Engineer, Edinburgh’s Telford College first opened in 1968 with an aim to meet the education and training needs of individuals, industry and the wider community. The College currently is attended by over 20,000 students and employs over 600 staff.

The College works in partnership with a wide range of local, national and international organisations to ensure students are offered an enhanced learning experience. In 2006 the College replaced its previous three campuses with a single, custom-built complex in the heart of the North Edinburgh community. The new campus, on Edinburgh’s new Waterfront development, is part of the ongoing redevelopment of North Edinburgh and is bringing vibrancy to the area while helping to boost the local economy.

2. About the AoC Beacon Awards

The AoC Beacon Awards programme was established in 1994 under the auspices of the Association of Colleges at the suggestion of The Partnership Trust. The Partnership Trust wished to establish an awards programme for the further education sector after a similar event for the higher education sector proved successful. The Awards started with just six sponsors in the first year and 13 categories. A total of 101 applications were received from 61 Colleges. The event now regularly attracts around 270 applications a year for around 20 awards.

3. About The British Council 

The British Council is the UK’s international organisation for educational opportunities and cultural relations. We work in over 100 countries worldwide to build engagement and trust for the UK through the exchange of knowledge and ideas between people. We work in the arts, education, English, science, sport and governance and last year we engaged face-to-face with 18.4 million people and reached 652 million. We are a non-political organisation which operates at arm’s length from government. Our total turnover in 2009/10 was £705 million, of which our grant-in-aid from the British government was £211 million. For every £1 of government grant we receive, we earn £2.50 from other sources. For more information, please visit: www.britishcouncil.org
The 2010 Award-winning and Highly Commended Colleges in the Responsiveness, Partnership and Impact category are:

AQA Award for College/School Partnerships
Award Winner

Exeter College

Highly Commended

Oldham Sixth Form College

AoC Create Award for College Engagement with Employers
Award Winner
New College Nottingham

Highly Commended

Birmingham Metropolitan College

Association of Colleges Award for Widening Participation
Award Winner

Hackney Community College

Highly Commended

Kilmarnock College

New College Nottingham

British Council Award for International Student Support
Award Winner

Edinburgh’s Telford College

Highly Commended

Birmingham Metropolitan College

Edexcel Award for Lifelong Learning
Award Winner

Birmingham Metropolitan College

Enterprise UK Award for Enterprise
Award Winner
Southern Regional College

Welsh Assembly Government Award for 14-19 Collaboration
Award Winner

Coleg Sir Gâr

YPLA Award for 14-19 Collaboration
Award Winner

South Devon College

