Forth Neighbourhood Partnership
Clean, Green & Safe Action Group

Tuesday 19 October at 2.30pm

North Edinburgh Local Office

1. Attendance

George Gordon (Granton & District CC), Roy Douglas (Muirhouse Salvesen CC), Ina Kruk (Trinity CC), Lana Kelly West Pilton & West Granton CC, Cllr Elaine Morris, Cllr Alan Jackson, Sergeant Gill Geaney (Police), Steve Gourlay and  Scott Forbes Lothian Borders Fire & Rescue, Greig Robertson Edinburgh Community Backgreens Association, Mandy Rudden, Steven Cuthill, Ruth Stanley, Peter Strong (all CEC)    
Apologies 
John Davidson, Cllr Day, Cllr Cardownie, June McCubin, Clive Preston 

2. Note of last meeting   
Agreed.

3. Matters Arising

Police Report  
It was noted that youth groups within Forth were generally keen to get more involved with working with the Police and addressing youth disturbances on the ground.  

West Pilton Factoring
SC advised that Council’s Legal Services had approved Council input into factoring and discussions are continuing regards costing and contractors.  He will report progress to a future CGS meeting. 

Dropped kerbs
PS advised that the North Roads team will take enforcement action against the illegal driveway on the corner across from Granton Primary School.
Estate Walkabouts
MR reported that 3 were set up for Royston, West Pilton and Muirhouse, but that turnout had been poor, with only 1 person attending in Granton.  It was agreed to organise via CC’s in the future, and that RS would liaise with Trinity CC to organise walkabout in Dudleys and agree other priorities. Action RS
Victoria Park 
SC is waiting for comments from Trinity CC, then will circulate for 4 weeks for consultation.  Agreed that surveys would be handed out in the park to cover park users, and also that Trinity Academy and local primary schools would be covered.  GG noted thanks to SC for this excellent piece of work.  

SC confirmed that budget was available to replace vandalised play equipment and that the park survey would give guidance on what should go back in.         

4. Police Update     

Sergeant Geaney advised that both she and Sergeant Ian Gourlay were Safer Neighbourhood Team Sergeants for Forth.  She advised that the Police would provide a list of around 10 local policing priorities for next CGS meeting to agree which would be taken forward over the next couple of months.  Sergeant Geaney to produce draft list for circulation to CC’s in advance of CGS meeting.  Action  Sgt Geaney
5. Lothian and Borders Fire and Rescue   
SG & SF reported that Fire service were very concerned over last 3 mths, regards 3 incidents of fire raising, attacks on firemen and damage to equipment.    Fire service were working in partnership with the police, schools, PYCP and Drylaw YP centre.  Some programmes were:-
One to One Fire Setting Intervention Programme
Getting involved with young kids to highlight the consequences of what this causes and what might happen.

Cool Down Crew 
Spend a week at a fire station treated as trainee fire fighter with a classroom environment highlighting attacks on fire crews- outside and inside. They’re will be a graduation at the end of this   where kids will achieve a certificate and we would encourage parents, carers and teachers to come along.
Fire Skills for Success
8 Days Course similar to Cool Down Programme, provided course work complete they will get an accreditation qualification funded through the Fire Service. 
Leaflets on the above programmes were circulated.

GG asked whether CC’s could be given invitations to graduation ceremony at Craigroyston HS.  Action SG

GG agreed to pass on contact details for local youth projects to SG.  Action GG

Agreed that RS and SG would liaise to consider possibility of arranging organised bonfire within Forth area for 5th November.
Action
RS/SG

6. Food Growing Initiative 
Greig Robertson ECBA Presentation  

  
EBCA Edinburgh Community Back Greens Association set up in 2006 to work with Edinburgh residents to regenerate tenement back greens into beautiful community green spaces. 
  

          
It promotes the community back green model as a method for regenerating the back greens within tenements squares through the voluntary action of residents. 

  

   
If there is interest from residents around a tenement square, EBCA support them to set up a Community Back green Group. The group provides a forum for discussing how the back greens can be best used for the benefit of the folk that live around them, including building tool sheds and accessing funding.

The intention for Forth would be to establish 1 main site which could be used as a teaching site to encourage volunteers to develop other community growing sites in the area.
      
Dig for Victory leaflet circulated.   
Consultation within Forth ward

SC spoke to his previously circulate report on local consultation within Granton area.  The council’s allotment officer assessed a number of potential sites in November 2009, identifying 13 sites that could be considered for further consultation regarding use for food growing.  402 properties were then surveyed, with 80 responses (20% return).   

  

It was agreed to consider the following sites for community gardens and orchards in the first instance:
4        Wardieburn Road (behind number 1)
5        Wardieburn Road (behind number 2)
6        Wardieburn Road (behind number 15)
7        Wardieburn Street West (behind number 1)
  

SC will discuss with GR any further assistance required to allow ECBA to produce a proposal on how they could get involved, in what capacity and at what cost for consideration at the next CGS meeting.   Action SC/GR
  

 7.
NEP Update 

  

MR advised that 5 projects were complete, further consultation was ongoing on proposals for CCTV lighting on cycleways (letter of support from Trinity CC had been received) and Granton Medway/Royston backgreens, with the remaining projects either with contractors or already on site.  MR to provide update report to next CGS.  Action MR 
    

7. Community Safety and Environmental Wardens Update 
  


RS presented Aug/Sept community safety surveys which include Leith, although future figures will be for Inverleith and Forth only.  She commented on poor satisfaction with outcomes and how complaints were dealt with, and contrasted this with extremely positive comments about individual Community Safety Officers.  
  

RS spoke to Environmental Wardens statistics for September, which showed that North team was the most active in the city.  Dog fouling in Granton Crescent had received attention with 2 fixed penalty notices being issued.

SC updated on the dog fouling initiative he was working on in conjunction with the wardens. 

  

8. AOB  
  

Dog Fouling in Millennium Park still bad, and there was a lack of litter bins.  SC advised new bins were on order and would be sited at Muirhouse Millennium Linear Park and East Pilton Park. Can we look into more of a presence at these locations.   Action RS
   

9. Date of next meeting
Tuesday 30 November at 2.30pm, North Edinburgh Local Office
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