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PORTOBELLO & CRAIGMILLAR VOLUNTARY SECTOR SUBGROUP

Briefing Note to Portobello/Craigmillar Neighbourhood Partnership

Wed08Dec10
· The Portobello Craigmillar Voluntary Sector Subgroup met on Monday 15th November in Portobello, with 16 representatives of local groups present.
· The Subgroup discussed the Community Alliance Trust, the Bridgend Farmhouse, the Community Ability Network’s Information Point and the Cyrenians Learning and Work programme.
· Considering feedback from the Portobello/Craigmillar Neighbourhood Partnership Business Meeting, and issues to feed to the next meeting of the Neighbourhood Partnership attention was given to the Fairer Scotland Fund including the process so far, the next steps, and an approach beyond April 2011 to tackling the inequalities that continue to blight local communities.
· Significant concern was expressed that the Neighbourhood Partnership continued to carry a £168K ‘FSF underspend.’ This despite continuing significant levels of need within local communities.
· The group heard that Partners had put forward the view that all FSF-funded work in the local area was valuable and should be continued.

· Thus, the Portobello Craigmillar Voluntary Sector Subgroup continues to be disappointed that the resource available to tackle inequalities in the local area remains under-utilised.  The group wished Partners to look again at ways of making this resource available to benefit the Craigmillar and Portobello community.  
· The Subgroup was of the view that clarity of communication was lacking, and that different approaches appeared to be being taken in different Neighbourhoods and Strategic Partnerships. This lack of consistency was considered not to be helpful.

