[image: image1.png]LIBERTON & GILMERTON

NEIGHBOURHOOD
PARTNERSHIP

HOA®




LIBERTON/GILMERTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP 

YOUTH ISSUES GROUP 
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CEC Minutes

1
APOLOGIES 

Paula Gaunt Richardson
Action for Children

Sgt Simon Broadhurst

Lothian and Borders Police, Crime Prevention

Jade Mooney 


CEC C& F – the Base/Youth Forum 

Cllr Norma Hart 

City of Edinburgh Council 

Andy Chittick


Liberton Kirk – Youth Worker

Niki Powers 


Health Opportunities Team 

2. MINUTES OF MEETING OF 19th MAY 2010 

2.1 These were approved as an accurate record of the meeting. 

3. MATTERS ARISING 
3.1 Citywide Employability Service:
Scott introduced Gail Henderson to the group.  Gail provided a brief description of what WE ACT do and what the plans are for engaging young people in employability initiatives. WE ACT run ‘on demand’ courses for people aged 16 and over.  A list of the staff, areas & contact details will be forwarded to Scott for distribution.  
ACTION: GAIL HENDERSON
3.2 Parents/Carers Alcohol Information Event:
Douglas Jeffrey introduced the topic by explaining that the Police were keen to establish ‘Operation Floorsweep’ during the summer whereby ‘hot spots’ where youths congregate and drink alcohol would be identified. 
3.1.2  Those young people identified as either in possession of or slightly under the influence of alcohol would be transported to a central location and support workers on hand to offer advice etc. Parents would be contacted to come and take them home.

3.2.2 Douglas added that whilst aspects of the operation made sense, there were other aspects that required more thought such as the educational and interaction with parents.

3.3.2 An attempt was made recently in North Edinburgh to hold a Parent/Carers information event. Whilst the event in North had limited success, it was felt that an event of this type would be more beneficial locally and he and Kirsty Hughes have been working to develop something similar. Douglas was unsure if any progress was made in taking forward the Police initiative.

3.4.2 Kirsty informed the group about the different ways they plan to engage the community; one of the ideas was through ‘Market Stalls’.  Where parents and youths could approach them and get advice and find out more about the projects and support on offer.
3.5.2 Whilst there is no date yet for the event, it is hoped that it will take place this calendar year.

3.6.2 Brian Jennings asked if the event would only provide information about alcohol.

3.7.2 Kirsty suggested that the primary focus would be alcohol misuse but the HYPE service will still work with young people who are involved in either alcohol, drug or substance misuse.

3.8.2 Scott added that as a result of the recent research conducted by the Health Opportunities Team which focussed on young peoples views of alcohol misuse, a meeting was planned for the 20th August to examine a strategic approach to tackling the issues raised. 
3.9.2 Scott agreed to forward the report to Brian Jennings 
ACTION: SCOTT DONKIN
4. COMMUNITY PLAN REVIEW/DEVELOPMENT
4.1 Scott Donkin provided a short presentation to the group in respect of developing a new/revised community plan for 2011 – 2014 and to review the current plan.
4.2 The key points included:
· Current plan due to complete in March 2011
· Process underway to review current plan;

· Process underway to engage wider community in identifying and agreeing priorities beyond 2011;

· Young people will be widely consulted to identify their views and priorities;

· Existing priorities likely to be retained as ‘strategic’ priorities;

· Sub structure groups at the heart of the process as before;

· Full discussion to take place at November meeting once some outcome is known from community engagement process.
4.3 In terms of identifying good practice, the group wished the Youth Engagement Event to be noted as an exemplar and in particular, the process of involving young people.
4.4 A Draft Plan will be distributed for discussion at the next meeting.  
ACTION: SCOTT DONKIN
5. YOUTH ENGAGEMENT EVENT 
5.1 The event report was circulated previously and Scott sought comments from the group.

5.2 Jane Gould commented on how well the event went.  Gail also commented on the events success as there were adults and youths working together.  Kirsty said that this was good practice for any other event in the future.  
5.3 On the whole, those involved and who participated felt that the event had been very worthwhile and had produced a positive feeling amongst all participants.
5.4 Concerns were raised however at what appeared to be a lack of involvement from the Neighbourhood Partnership. The group felt that as the Youth Issues Group was a recognised sub group tasked with developing the event on behalf of the Neighbourhood partnership and in light of the event being planned as one of the thematic events, the turn out from the Partnership was poor and the group wished this to be raised at the next Partnership meeting.
ACTION: SCOTT DONKIN
5.5 Scott introduced the Action Plan associated with the event which also includes reference to other strategies, events and the Partnership priority.
5.6 The group adopted the Action Plan in draft form and agreed to provide details in respect of how they could support its development.
ACTION: YOUTH ISSUES GROUP MEMBERS
6. EDINBURGH SOUTH YOUTH FORUM
6.1 In Jade Mooney’s absence Douglas handed out some papers that Jade had developed for the group.

6.2 The feedback from the young people involved in the event was very positive. They all said that they would be like to be involved in more things like this.  At the next youth forum meeting Jade will discuss the report with them and feed back their comments.  
ACTION: JADE MOONEY
6.3 The positive link with Gracemout High School will continue to be developed and attempts to establish links with Liberton High School is still ongoing. Further activities involving the forum are planned throughout September.

6.4 Douglas also handed out a leaflet informing the group of a planned event entitled ‘A right blether’.  This is an event going on throughout November where Tam Baillie, Scotland’s Commissioner for Children and Young People will be asking young people up to the age of 18 to vote on a range of issues relating to their rights in the family, in home, in the community and in Scotland. 
6.5 Scott thanked Douglas and asked for thanks to be passed to Jade.

7. LIBERTON GILMERTON SPORTS FORUM
7.1 Scott reminded the group that Stewart Laird was tasked with organising a local sports forum with a view to increasing young peoples involvement in both positive and physical activity.

7.2 Stewart informed the group that the Forum was now established and have discussed a range of topics including the adoption of a Constitution and developing a sports festival.

7.3 Stewart went on to update the group about the £1.6m sports pavilion that is being built at the Inch.  All aspects of the build meet with Sports Scotland standards. The facilities will include, 2 football pitches, 1 cricket field and a basketball court.  It was noted that dance was the 3rd most popular sport in this area.  
7.4 The next meeting will take place in November where it is hoped planning can begin for a sports festival for next year. 
7.5 Stewart will continue to feed back to the group.

ACTION: STEWART LAIRD
7.6 A database of Student Coaches from Napier University will be devised by Stewart and Scott agreed to circulate this to the group.  

ACTION: STEWART LAIRD/SCOTT DONKIN
7.7 Scott thanked Stewart for his update.
8. MEMBERS UPDATE

8.1 Health Opportunities Team:

Caroline Fraser provided an update in respect of the Base sexual health drop in.  It has been quiet over the summer period but there is going to be more promotions in schools etc.  Caroline also advised that at present, it is encouraging to see so many young men using the facility, some seeking emotional support.  
8.2 Youth Engagement Fund:
Scott advised that the fund to support youth engagement and provided by the Neighbourhood Partnership has a balance and that an opportunity exists to provide activities during the October break. Scott suggested that if any groups/agencies are seeking support for this, to contact either Douglas or himself.
9. ‘YOUR EDINBURGH’ WEBSITE
Scott advised the group that if they wished their details to be included on the My Edinburgh Website, to contact Mags Campbell or Alison Stoddart.
10. A.O.C.B. 
10.1 There was no further business discussed.
11. DATES AND VENUES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 

Wednesday 17th November at 2.00pm - 13 Newtoft Street, Edinburgh
