Forth Neighbourhood Partnership

Clean, Green & Safe Action Group

Tuesday 23 August 2011

North Edinburgh Local Office

Attendance

George Gordon (Granton & District CC), Lana Kelly (West Pilton West Granton CC), Cllr Jackson, Vallene Bonar (Muirhouse Housing Association), Henry Coyle (SfC), Ruth Stanley (SfC), Sergeants Craig Stephen and Gill Geany (Safer Neighbourhood Team), Fred Marinello (Granton and District Community Council), Alasdair Fraser (Manor Estates Housing Association), Jim Pattison (SfC), Steven Cuthill (SfC)
1. Apologies

Clive Preston (Trinity CC), Cllr Morris, Cllr Cardownie, Cllr Day, Roy Douglas (Muirhouse Community Council)
2. Note of last meeting

Agreed

3. Matters Arising
None
4. Safer Neighbourhood Teams (SNT)

Reminder of previous three issues:

1) Youth disturbances at Muirhouse Green and Park

2) West Pilton – youth related matters

3) Antisocial behaviour on the walkways

Updates were given by GGe and CS.
Muirhouse - Lots of work has been done here. The shopping centre Board is considering a proposal to remove the doors and canopy, and make it more open.  This will mean people won’t be afraid to walk through and there will be fewer issues with youths congregating.  There are still youth issues in the area, it’s a long running problem, and so the SNT recommend keeping this issue as a priority.

West Pilton - Problems here are still ongoing and the SNT suggest this is kept on as a priority.

Walkways – There have been extensive patrols on the walkways, including on bicycles.  These have been well received by the public, by cyclists and pedestrians alike.  There have been some antisocial behaviour problems like stone throwing.  However, the SNT would like to suggest that priority 3 is now replaced with a new priority concentrating on Wardie Primary School, where has been a problem with kids getting in through the perimeter fencing.  The SNT is still working to identify who these kids are and to stop the problem escalating.  There had been problems in the past with vandalism and kids getting on the roof.  The school is set back and not very visible. 

AJ commented that vegetation around the school is overgrown, reducing visibility.  He will speak to SC about this.

The SNT has also given attention to Victoria Park.  There have been problems for the residents at 196 who back on to the bowling green.  SNT officers have tackled this and have warned the kids involved in front of their parents.  A report by the Crime Prevention Officer was passed to SC. 
SC has recently found that the boundary wall belongs to the residents. They can take whatever steps they feel are necessary to enhance security on their side.  Residents did not agree this was their responsibility and felt the Council should take this on. 

SC is looking at the unsecured benches which are moved around to help the kids get over the wall.  These will either be removed or secured to the ground.  AJ mentioned the steps which cause a similar problem.  SC will speak to Edinburgh Leisure about this. 

GGo asked that Wardie have a parking blitz again while there is work being done at the school.  GGe agreed this would be useful as it’s a new school year with new P1s and parents.  Perhaps all the schools in the area could benefit from this.

The new priorities were agreed.
Action: SNT

GGe suggested a continued emphasis on the walkways for the next six weeks or so, to ensure full use of the walkways for the rest of the summer.  AJ commented that the vegetation is overgrown, and SC confirmed that work has been done using a tractor with a sidearm flail to cut back as much as possible.  RS commented that community safety budgets have also been used to cut back at the entrances to the walkways to increase visibility and safety, in the light of the rape at the Crewe Toll Bridge.

HC noted that good work has been done around the demolition blocks to reduce antisocial behaviour. The last remaining tenants have been moved out and Pennywell Medway has been secured.  GGe said the police have noticed a drop in calls.

GGo said the Royston school site is suffering from a lot of dumping.  Lots of rubble was left there too.  GGe agreed – the security guard gets pelted with rubble.  GGo thought this could be raised at PRAG.  HC commented that the site belongs to Children & Families department and that their contracts work differently to the SfC ones.  SfC had paid extra to have their sites planted as temporary wildflower meadows. 

GGo asked about plans for Bonfire Night.  RS outlined the plans, very much the same as last year.  Bonfires will be tolerated as long as they are safe, and all unsafe material will be cleared up in advance.  Preparation will begin at the next Tactical and Co-ordination meeting (TAC) with the police at the start of next month.  GGo asked that the police and CCs be kept in the loop about the plans. 

FM asked if we could have only registered bonfires and not tolerate the others?  SC noted that this would be just as costly due to the expense of removing and disposing of the material from bonfires which are not being allowed. 

CS noted we need to take into account that the danger isn’t just from bonfires but from fireworks.  Test purchasing does go on, and GGe asked that the community pass on any information they have about shops selling without a licence.  SC asked for any information about where youngsters might be hiding bonfire materials.









Action: SC/RS

5. Community Safety & Environmental Wardens Update

RS tabled a written update which is appended. 

6. Environmental Update
The Parks Quality Assessment results are out, and show an improving trend. However, Granton Crescent was poor.  SC will look at the feedback to see why and take remedial action.

The group congratulated Victoria Park for its Green Flag Award and noted that the flag-raising event is currently being organised.  AJ noted Edinburgh is doing very well in terms of Green Flag awards compared to other authorities.  SC agreed – we have almost half of the awards in Scotland. 

Cutting back of vegetation along the walkways will continue into the winter. Hedge cutting will be taking place, and there’s likely to be another month of grass cutting before the growing season ends.

The Alternative Business Model decision will be taken by the Council in November, and could result in the street cleaning and grounds maintenance services being outsourced.  Performance figures might fluctuate up to and after the decision on this. 

GGo has had lots of complaints about weeds in Royston, mainly in Wardieburn.  AJ has had complaints about York Road.

GGo asked about the Food Growing Initiative.  On 30 August there will be a demonstration about the lack of food growing spaces in Edinburgh by the local community and Cllr Day is chairing a meeting about this.  
SC has drafted a contract document, and following his discussion with GGo he will send this out for 3 to 4 weeks to allow interested parties to bid.  This will include EBCA, Drylaw Community Gardens Project, Edinburgh and Lothians Greenspace Trust, Rowan Alba and PEP.   After the consultation phase, this will come back to CGS for comment, and the next phase will need sanction from the NP.

The Task Force has been doing work with Housing on other backgreens, and there needs to be some work on how these are sustained and maintained.

GGo asked about overgrown hedges.  These can be dealt with by Housing or by the Roads team and should be reported to NELO for attention.  Estate walkabouts will also pick these up on the Housing side, and the Housing Property Team will be back up to full strength soon. 










        Action: SC
7.  NEP Update

The group has previously delayed discussion due to lack of representation from Muirhouse, but it was agreed that as we are half-way through the financial year we should deal with the proposals and go ahead with scoring.  HC will contact John Davidson and Roy Douglas directly to discuss.
HC advised that last year there was £343k available from HRA budget and all of this was spent.  We have the same amount to spend this year, and have approximately £293k of potential projects to consider today. 

From Roads budget, we had £300k last year and spent £260k, carrying forward £40k.  With £90k available this year, we had a total of £130k.   £70k of this has been committed, leaving £60k still available to spend.
HC will check on outstanding issues from current NEP projects, including the seating at Granton Crescent Sheltered Housing and the hoppers for the Ferry Road Drive backgreen improvements.  Neil McFarlane will monitor traffic calming measures on Waterfront Avenue before looking at adding anything in Kingsburgh Crescent.  This will not be forgotten and will be revisited by CGS.

On new proposals, the following was agreed:

Crewe Road Gardens - Backgreen improvements 1 and 2 – cost £25,000 each – both scored at 45 points, both approved to go forward.

Muirhouse Green soft landscaping – cost £3,000 – to go back for more clarification on what is proposed.

Boswall Parkway/Pilton Avenue fencing – cost £9,644 – scored at 40 and approved to go forward.

Boswall Quadrant fencing – cost £6,825 – scored at 45 and approved to go forward

Granton Medway car parking – cost £20,000 - to go back for more justification as this is not the most environmentally sustainable use of this land.  It also needs comment from the Roads Team on safety. 

Granton Medway fencing – cost £117,195 – scored at 40 and approved to go ahead but over 4 years to spread the commitment from the NEP fund.

Granton Crescent fencing – cost £86,361 – scored at 50.  Approved to go ahead, spread over 2 years. 

Royston Wardieburn school site (wildflower seeding), Clark Place and York Road (lighting) are being worked up as proposals or at design stage and will return to CGS when fully worked out.  Further proposals are expected for the playpark in Royston/Wardieburn and CCTV cameras in West Pilton and on the walkway from West Granton to Trinity. 









        Action: HC 

8. Forth Anti-Racism Working Group
The group has been asked to move forward with its work plan. It will meet on 1 September, and Ruth will advise the next CGS which actions have been delegated to it.  Core to be invited to the next CGS to discuss this further. 










        Action: RS
9. Local Community Plan Update
The group discussed this and agreed appropriate wording with JP.  JP will email his final draft to group members for approval.










         Action: JP
10. Any Other Business

It was agreed that group meetings should be held in the daytime for the foreseeable future. 

11. Dates of next Meetings

Tuesday 18 October at 2.30pm

Tuesday 29 November at 2.30pm (Please note change of time, as per above)
All at North Edinburgh Local Office
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