SPYS MEETING – 22ND SEPTEMBER 2011

MINUTES
Present – PC Aidan Douds, Steven Stewart, Callum Gibson, Jane Forrester (SQ Guides), Gillian Johnston (West Neighbourhood Team), Betsy Clarke (Queensferry Parish Church)

1. Apologies – Ian Harrower, Norman Work, QDCC, Martin Hutchison, Iwan Thomas, Neil MacDonald

2. Intoductions – All introduced themselves and ultimately explained their position within the community. 

3. VAT Pack and Associated Bike Club.  Iwan Thomas sent his apologies but from previous communication has intimated that the VAT Pack is progressing well.  Steven Stewart proposed that a Bike Club be aligned to this project.  He outlined his thoughts on how to progress the matter, stating that a committee would probably have to be formed due to the financial commitment involved to take the matter forward.  Already, Port Edgar have stated their willingness to provide facilities for workshops at the site.  This would lead to cycling proficiency being rolled out across the Almond Ward.  It is hoped that the club would be expanded to encompass a learning/disability group.  Steve said that a group had already been to Lochore Meadows for an accessibility cycling day which had been a great success.

4. Almond Neighbourhood Facebook page.  Callum Gibson has launched a Facebook page designed at letting young people know what is going on in the community for them (www.facebook.com/pages/Young-Almond).  This has already attracted some attention and will be publicised to expand the audience. 

5. Almond Neighbourhood Partnership Development Plan.  Gillian Johnston presented a plan from the West Neighbourhood Team on how the Neighbourhood Partnership intend on approaching the matter of Services for children and young people.  The report has been put together to develop a better range of activities and resources for children and young people in the area.  Gillian illustrated how the Partnership intended on supporting and working with community groups to achieve this.  

6. Group Reports.  Neil MacDonald provided a report in writing highlighting the healthy nature of the Boys Brigade.  Jane Forrester produced a report highlighting the extremely healthy position of the girl guide movement in the area.  They currently have extremely high numbers across the Rainbows, Brownies and Guides.  Betsy Clarke stated that local events during Ferry Fair Week were extremely well attended at the Church.  Steven Stewart stated that the Youth Cafes were now up and running in South Queensferry and were being very well attended.  A new group for mid-teenage girls is being set up at Rosebery Halls.  Callum Gibson stated that ‘Open all hours’ was in the process of starting up again and was expected to be successful.  No information was available about the Scouts or Sea Cadets.

7. Other matters discussed:  

It was proposed to move the meeting to either a Tuesday or Wednesday to increase numbers as some members of the community cannot attend on Thursdays.  

Discussion given on how to better utilise Kirkliston Leisure Centre which currently appears to be grossly underused by the community.  

Next meeting set for 1900 hours on Wednesday 2nd November 2011 at Rosebery Halls, South Queensferry.

