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THE CITY OF EDINBURGH COUNCIL




CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

NEIGHBOURHOOD SERVICES

FORTH CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE & FAMILIES ACTION GROUP MEETING 

Thursday 3rd February 2011
	Present:
	Christine Mackay (Chair), Inga Wilson,  Margaret Winders, Cathy Wood, Stuart Wilson, Steve Adam, Ian Morris, John McGowan,  David Carradine, Dave Hewitt, Liz Mitchell, Emma Davidson,  Lesley Ross, Moira Heatly, Hatty Chick, John Brennan, Theresa Allison, Jane Rough, Jim Pattison, Peter Johnson, John McGowan, Ruth Stanley, Derek Suttie

	
	

	Apologies:
	Cllr Jackson, Cllr Cardownie, Cllr Morris, Roy Douglas, Tom Kerr, George Gordon, Marcia McGuinness, Lesley Fraser, Kate McMillan


	
	ACTION

	1. Minutes of previous meeting held on 11th November:
Approved as accurate.

Meeting was chaired by Christine Mackay who welcomed and introduced participants. 
	

	2. Matters Arising

None not already on agenda.

3. Youth Transitions Study
Professors Lesley McAra and Susan McVie from the Edinburgh University Youth Transitions Study gave a presentation updating the work of their longitudinal study of pathways into and out of offending.

The study  aimed to understand:

· Why some young people become heavily involved in crime and why most stop

· Gender differences in offending

· The influence of social and neighbourhood context
· The impact of contact with agencies of control on subsequent behaviour

Some of the core messages arising from study included:
· Persistent serious offending linked to victimisation and social adversity

· Early identification difficult and risk of labelling (creating a self-fulfilling prophecy)

· Critical moments in early teenage years key to pathways out of offending

· Diversionary strategies effective

A Key question arising from study is: ‘how to develop a youth justice policy which is both holistic (intervention proportionate to need) and maximises diversion from criminal justice?’ 

Points made in the following discussion included:

On the key point of school exclusion as a big risk factor Christine said that schools were becoming more aware of the significant impact on exclusion on future life chances and were involved in developing more innovative approaches to avoid exclusion.
The problem of literacy linked to exclusion was raised with recent studies showing high levels of young people leaving school with low levels of literacy. 

Need to ensure that the findings of studies like this are presented to Scottish Government and influence policy development. Lesley Susan and said they promote the research where possible but getting funding for longitudinal studies not easy.
Question raised about helping transition from school to college particularly for young people in residential care – one of the groups highlighted in study as most at risk. Margaret said that Telford worked with Wellington School to offer 1 and 3 day introduction courses. Early impression is that young people do not sustain with non attendance and literacy as problems.
4. Violence Reduction Programme
John Brennan, NHS Lothian, gave a presentation on a Public Health model for reducing and preventing violence in the community.
They would like to look at developing a violence reduction approach aimed Early Years and would be keen to do this in Forth NP area to build on GIRFEC work being piloted here. In the short term they would like to carry out an exercise mapping existing work in relation to key risk factors in for violence.
John will link with the Early Years Forum to discuss the approach and how it could be developed in Forth.

4. Community Plan Priorities
The existing Communty Plan is due to be updated ad Christine suggested we should look at identifying a few key priorities for the Action Group to concentrate on over the next year. 
We broke in to 3 groups to identify a few priorities for early years and young people in particular.

Christine will collate the feedback from the groups for discussion at next meeting.

Date of Next meeting:

10th March 2011 at 2pm in North Local Office.
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