LEITH NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP PUBLIC MEETING

THURSDAY, 24 MARCH 2011 – MCDONALD ROAD LIBRARY

LOCAL COMMUNITY PLAN 2011-14 – OUTCOMES FROM DISCUSSIONS
1.
Cleanliness of streets / refuse collection
What was is the problem?
· Rubbish left after collection.
· Bins seem in poor condition.  Private bins are in same condition.

· Dog-fouling is one of the main problems.
· Litter - Some places are wind traps, blowing litter into one place.

· Rubbish going into residents’ gardens – not clear on action.

· Older people cannot pick up litter from their gardens.

· Gardens at Giles Street have a lot of litter in them.

· The Foot O’ the Walk is a focal point – needs to be maintained.

· Kirkgate used to be thriving area – had seats but if you put seats there now it encourages street drinking etc.

· Area is brought down if streets not well-maintained and cleared.

· All schools in Leith are eco-schools but they can be causing litter problems.

· Boundary Square has too many bins and rubbish / litter.

· Bins clutter pavements.

How you would like Leith Neighbourhood Partnership to progress?
Refuse Collection:

· Ensure all bins are collected together.

· Task force could come round after main tasks and repair/replace bins that are broken.  E.g. some have no lids.

· Crews to sweep up any spills.

· Cut back on the number of bins at Boundary Square and clean it more often.

· Give advice about waste arrangements for businesses.

Dog Fouling:

· Publicise names of people who have been fined for dog fouling.

· Provide more dog fouling bins and have regular pick-ups.

· Have a dog fouling campaign like that of the anti-bullying campaign.  E.g. “everybody’s business.” - Big notices with positive and negative images.

· 3 or 4 day blitz of an area and then “preserve and enforce”.

· Community groups could use behaviour change model. “dog-owners’ fouling”

Litter / rubbish:

· Environmental wardens should look at private ground.

· Have a local litter campaign – public education (long term - Engage people in 2 or 3 campaigns per year).
· Local people could take ownership of parks.

· Uplift of dumped rubbish / builders’ debris – contact details for uplift.

· Need active schools education problem – “W e love Leith litter free.”

· Deal with cigarette litter.

· Identify areas to patrol  and prevent fly-tipping

· Amnesty (skips)

General Street Cleanliness:

· Be able to contact teams for information re problems “we’ll find out for you”.

· Dudleys have a machine cleaning pavements (green machine) – get them in Leith.

· Regular walkabouts and publicise results.  (Residents commented that walkabouts do currently take place.)

· Have a way of sending a text or e-mail with info on where there is a problem.

· Get businesses involved – shopkeepers to keep pavements in front of their shop clean.

2.
Maintenance of roads and pavements
What is the problem?

· Scale of what needs to be done,

· Trams will not be in place for some time, but the roads have been left in a state of disrepair.

· There is no feedback/information on disabled access – someone in a wheelchair cannot go all the way Leith Walk safely.

· Parking at Sheltered Housing is one of the greatest needs.

· There is little feedback – public don’t know anything about what is happening with roads.  How are priorities set in the current economic climate?  Don’t think it should be down to officers to decide.  Officers should set standards and go forward with agreed plans, but people should take responsibility for roads in their own area.

· No feedback about action due to bad weather.

· Henderson Street maintenance has been put back – why?

· Cars are blocking lowered pavements or parked on pavements.  

· Fire service would not have accessed because of roads/pavements blocked by cars.

How you would like Leith Neighbourhood Partnership to progress?

· Neighbourhood Partnership to discuss state of roads with TIE.

· Make temporary repairs until tramwork is in place.

· Neighbourhood Partnership needs to understand the priorities of road maintenance – where there are issues for disabled people, young families with buggies etc.

· Put information about plans for road repairs on the website.

· Attend to Leith Walk.

· Publish schedule of roads maintenance.

· Put double yellow lines on lowered pavements.

· Fire Service to identify problem areas for access.

· Clarify dog fouling procedures.

3.
Drug taking

What is the problem?

· The numbers of people taking drugs is increasing.

· Twice as bad a problem for Leith as rest of city.

· Foot O’ the Walk is a focal point for dealers where it is done openly.  (Chemist in the area fills prescriptions for methadone)

· There are now second generation drug users in the area.

· A number of people coming out of prison go into temporary B&B accommodation in Leith.  Some are badly run and provide poor facilities.

How you would like Leith Neighbourhood Partnership to progress?

· Barrowbeats are starting to work in Leith – they could be the “eyes and ears” for identifying problems, for example if a lot of needles were found.

· Programme of support to help people with addictions, including those coming out of prison.

· Give people the option of going to other chemists to fill methadone prescription.

· NHS to look at long term use of methadone.

· Provide facilities for vulnerable homeless people temporarily housed in B&B accommodation for during the day.

· General community education.

· Active management of people – care packages (support from voluntary organisations, community education, hostels, housing staff)

· Reduce open dealing in the street.

4.
Anti-social behaviour in the streets

What is the problem?

· Drunkeness / street drinking

· Legislative issue with alcohol

· Too many licensed outlets

How you would like Leith Neighbourhood Partnership to progress?

· Parents to be accountable.  (Give the power to say No e.g. Contracts)
· Police and Fire Service presence at events and on patch.

· Extra 9 PCs and 26 police on foot – more police presence.

· Summer youth programmes

· Local politicians to move on legislative issues.

· Explore choosing areas for exclusion from street drinking.

· Good signs in full view

· Education and enforcement

· Confiscate alcohol from young people behaving badly.

5.
Alcohol abuse

What is the problem?

· Street drinking at the Foot O’ the Walk.

· How well does Housing Support tie I with Alcohol Support?
How you would like Leith Neighbourhood Partnership to progress?
· Programme of support to help people with addictions, including those coming out of prison.

· Avoid displacing street drinkers.

· Bye-law to stop street drinking. (citywide)

· Less greengrocers with license to sell alcohol – less licensed sales outlets.

· Map alcohol outlets and look at change in 3 years.

· Closer working relationship between Health Services and Housing Support (although this is not likely to have a high impact).

· Daily programme to divert people with addictions into healthier activities.

6.
Healthier lifestyles (eating and exercise)

What is the problem?

· Sport Scotland funding has ended and it is having a struggle to continue.

· Healthy eating and exercise go together – are people bothering?

· Obesity rate in Scotland is going up.

· Bad health linked to poverty.

· Polarisation in community, less skills in cooking in poorer areas (Leith has diverse community)

· Keep allowing licenses for take-aways.
· Bye-laws in Leith prevent skate park being built.

How you would like Leith Neighbourhood Partnership to progress?

· Early intervention for elderly people – more activities.

· Have exercise areas in same place as children’s play parks.

· Support Aging Well projects for 50+.

· Encourage Open All Hours projects.

· Make space available to grow you own food.

· Link food and diet to exercise in message setting to families (biggest influence is what people buy at the Supermarket).

· Football clubs to send message about healthier lifestyles.

· Cooking bus to encourage healthier eating.

· Co-ordinate bringing together organisations to encourage healthier diet and exercise.

· Skate park for Leith Links.

· Improve and encourage people to use Water of Leith Walkway.

· Bring interested groups together to have a Health Week of Action, giving advice for communities.

7.
Jobs (level of unemployment)

What is the problem?

· Can 6 months training lead to jobs?
· No work leads to depression, drink/ drugs and anti-social behaviour.

How you would like Leith Neighbourhood Partnership to progress?

· More training programmes which can lead to securing work.
· Support more employment groups/agencies – more service provision.

· More social training groups to reduce anti-social behaviour.

8.
Feeling safe after dark.

What is the problem?

How you would like Leith Neighbourhood Partnership to progress?

· More taxi ranks

· Embrace the press

· Purple flags for town centres - accreditation

9.
Better quality parks and green-spaces.

What is the problem?

· Not enough parks

· Unused wasteland.

How you would like Leith Neighbourhood Partnership to progress?

· Create more park-space for kids.

· Prepare management plans and share facilities.

· Focus on standard of smaller neglectd parks which are part of local communities.

· Use of space for allotments.

