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THE CITY OF EDINBURGH COUNCIL




CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

NEIGHBOURHOOD SERVICES

FORTH CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE & FAMILIES ACTION GROUP MEETING 

Thursday 10th March 2011
	Present:
	Christine Mackay (Chair), Margaret Winders, Tom Kerr,  Moira Heatly, Miranda Eodanable, Roy Douglas, Jim Pattison, Derek Suttie, Lesley Ross, Catherine Barnes

	
	

	Apologies:
	Cllr Jackson, Cllr Cardownie, Cllr Morris, Cllr Day, Inga Wilson, Theresa Allison, Jane Rough, Vicki Ridley, Ruth Stanley


	
	ACTION

	1. Minutes of previous meeting held on 3rd February:
Approved as accurate.

Meeting was chaired by Christine Mackay who welcomed and introduced participants. 
	

	2. Matters Arising

None not already on agenda.

3. Action Group priorities
Christine introduced the previously circulated summary of discussion on priorities at the last meeting.

Points made in the following discussion included:
Roy D said he would have liked to have heard what the local youth agencies had thought about the discussion. He would also like some information on the type of outreach work being carried out in Muirhouse area following a number of recent incidents.
Lesley R said she was aware that MYDG are working with groups of young people in and around Muirhouse Shopping Centre.
It was agreed to ask Peter Johnstone (MYDG) and Vicki Ridley (GYC) to come to the next Action Group meeting to discuss youth issues in Muirhouse and across the area.

Margaret W asked who the presentation has been shared with and if it could be discussed in schools – particularly with pupils as part of personal and social development.

Moira Heatly agreed to share and discuss the report with other headteachers at the Cluster Group – involving heads from primary and secondary schools.

Catherine B asked when youth offending/problems arose and Roy suggested it was usually around late afternoon/early evening.

It was agreed that the issue of school exclusion is key and that we need to get involvement from schools in tackling this. Good information on truancy and exclusion is an important starting point and Moira said this was available and could be circulated to Action Group. 
Agreed we needed to take a coordinated approach to this issue and that the Action Group would be appropriate body to develop this and that we should have a session dedicated to this issue at next meeting. Information on scale of problem, what has been tried and what options remain is essential as is involving schools (including Broughton) and Youth Agencies.

There was also discussion about particular problems at Muirhouse Library which has been an ongoing hot spot for trouble. It was agreed this would be raised at the Youth Work Consortium and that they should come to next meeting to discuss in more detail.

4. Under 12’s
Following the last Action Group John Brennan, NHS Lothian, attended the Early Years Forum which has agreed to pilot a violence reduction approach aimed Early Years in Forth NP area.
5. Over 12’s
Derek and Lesley gave some information on planned Easter programmes and it was agreed that we should update the Youth Programme Calendar and circulate it widely to local organizations to ensure that everyone knows what activities are on offer. Also agreed that it should carry information on opportunities for Under 12’s as well as Over 12’s.

Tom suggested the Youth Organisations are important to work of the Action Group and suggested they should send a deputy if normal rep can’t attend. Margaret suggested this should be standard for all agencies.

Christine said the Edinburgh Partnership is discussing possibility of piloting a ‘Total Place’ type approach in Forth focusing on improving school leaver destinations from CCHS. The approach involves coordinating the work of all local agencies/resources to tackle a specific issue. Christine will bring more information back to a future Action Group.
6. Partner Information
Margret W said that 50% of school leavers across Edinburgh attend Telford. Also reported that information now coming out about extent of cuts to staffing and courses at the College – more information will emerge but there is a commitment that anyone who has started a course will be able to complete.

Miranda E said PS were trying to rotate those who attend Action Group to ensure that those who work with other schools such as Trinity can get involved. Welcomed but need to ensure that there is some consistency in who attends for sake of continuity.
Tom K said he understood that Granton Primary is coping well with intake of new pupils arising from closure of Royston Primary.

Roy C asked about safer community priorities being developed by police and how this impacts on young people in Muirhouse – would nbe useful to have an update from Police.

Derek said work on new RWCC is progressing well and should open in October. Also gave information on Democracy week at Broughton, CLD reorganization and Easter Programme.

Lesley reported that the Youth Work Consortium is undertaking a number of joint pieces of work – including social enterprise, team building and diversionary activities. 
Date of Next meeting:
Agreed to look at alternative days for meetings. Jim P to email group members to gauge best day and time.
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