Forth Neighbourhood Partnership
Clean, Green & Safe Action Group

Tuesday 29 March 2011

North Edinburgh Local Office

Attendance

George Gordon (Granton & District CC), Lana Kelly (West Pilton West Granton CC), Roy Douglas (Muirhouse Salvesen CC), Ina Kruk (Trinity CC), Cllr Jackson, Cllr Day, Sergeant Gill Geaney (LBP), Steven Cuthill, Peter Strong (CEC North office).

1. Apologies

Clive Preston (Trinity CC), Cllr Morris, Alasdair Fraser (Manor Estates HA), Mandy Rudden CEC
2. Note of last meeting

Agreed.

3. Matters Arising

Trinity walkabout – agreed to propose Saturday 16 April at 10am to next Trinity CC meeting.  Post meeting note – Saturday 14 May at 10am has been agreed.
Muirhouse shopping centre – PS confirmed that loose cobbles had been lifted, and discussions were ongoing with Credential regarding maintenance responsibilities.  There are local views on whether the enclosed area should be opened up.  SC advised that Specialist Services are contracted to steam-clean the shopping centre on a 2 weekly cycle.

Dog fouling initiative – SC updated on the initiative scheduled for Boswall week beginning 4 April and confirmed that successful elements could be rolled out throughout Forth and other areas as appropriate.

Bollards at Birnies Court – Area Roads Team are aware of the problem and will look into it.
Timing of meetings affecting attendance – PS advised that with the exception of the rearranged meeting just before Christmas there was no material difference in attendance between afternoon and evening meetings.  It was agreed to continue to alternate between afternoons and evenings. 

4. Safer Neighbourhood Teams (SNT)
Priorities

Reminder of previous three issues:

1) Muirhouse Library – youth related matters

2) W Pilton – youth related matters

3) Primary Schools – parking issues

Updates were given:

· Car parking initiative at schools in Granton and Trinity had been successful, with Fixed Penalty Notices issued during the enforcement period.  It was agreed this priority was complete, but spot checks will continue.

· Youth disturbances at Muirhouse Green and Park continued to be problematic, including issues around the phone box at Muirhouse Park, St Paul’s Church, and there had also been some further issues at Muirhouse Library - this priority will be continued for next 6 weeks, and PS will consider possibility of changing library entrance to make the building more secure and speak with Fiona Blenkiron (L&BP).  There were also issues with the doors not closing correctly.
Action
PS
· Youth calls and vandalism in West Pilton continues.  Issues with fire-raising, access by youths to back greens causing problems and racism.  Some youths are not wanting to engage with agencies - this priority will be continued for next 6 weeks.  
· There had been recent reports of youths throwing stones at cyclists along the cycleway, and another had liquid thrown at them, between the Ferry Road bridge and Trinity, and also into the Inverleith NP area.  New priority for next 6 weeks, and joint work will be done with Inverleith SNT team, for whom this is also a priority.  
Potential future priorities include:

1) 
underage drinking at shops at Muirhouse Green.  
2) 
GG expressed concerns about possible increase in youth disturbances during Easter school holidays, and Sgt Geaney advised that there will be additional resources dedicated to youth calls over this period.

Sgt Geaney noted the good joint-working between Police, Council, youth agencies and street work to address the various youth issues mentioned above.

5. Community Safety & Environmental Wardens Update

PS spoke to the tabled update as below:-
Between 8 February and 29 March, the team received 31 cases. 

15 were about noise – music, shouting. Banging

2 concerning alleged drug taking

1 concerned abusive behaviour

3 concerned problems of harassment

8 concerned youths or children

1 vandalism
1 person complained about their neighbour frequently and unfairly about noise
28 cases were closed over the same period. 4 warnings and 1 Police warning were issued, and 4 letters of co-operation were sent in cases of lower level problems.  1 youth library ban was issued, and a further youth stopped causing problems after a meeting with parents.  13 cases were not corroborated.
In addition 2 youth cases have been progressed to the Council solicitor to consider legal action – potentially ASBO or eviction.
 A Youth Tracking database is being developed to facilitate more comprehensive and co-ordinated action, and should be fully up and running in the next 4 weeks once vacant posts are filled.
Environmental Wardens

Wardens carried 1,030 actions across Forth and Inverleith during February, including 3 Fixed Penalty Notices for littering in Forth.
In addition, the wardens supported the SNT in delivering the schools’ car parking initiative, in taking action to identify methadone users dumping their prescription bottles, and patrolling in Muirhouse shopping centre and library.  Finally they carried out a proactive exercise with Craigroyston High School focusing on litter at morning break, afternoon break and close, and although Council policy prevents children being issued with fixed penalty notices a number of advisory letters to parents were issued.   
The Wardens are currently assisting the SNT with a campaign to tackle dangerous parking around Wardie, Trinity and Holy Cross primary schools at drop off time. The Wardens will help the officers by providing advice to parents and at the same time carry out any enforcement on offences observed while patrolling.
Cllr Day expressed concern at the granting of a licence for shows at West Granton Road, and GG confirmed that Granton & District CC had not been notified of the application – unlike planning applications where they can comment they are usually just advised of any similar activities in their area.  SC confirmed that local councillors and the Police had been consulted, but no-one from the North office had been asked their opinion.  Agreed to advise Council’s Estates Section of local concerns and check that procedures had been correctly followed.


Action
SC  
6. Food Growing Initiative
Roy Douglas and Cllr Day both declared an interest in this matter.

PS spoke to the finalised brief for taking this initiative forward, including recommendations about presenting a report to the next Forth NP business meeting asking for up to £100K to be allocated from future NEP budgets to support the initiative.  After discussion it was agreed to proceed along these lines.





Action
PS
7. Victoria Park consultation

SC spoke to a report outlining the results of the recent consultation exercise regarding Victoria Park and highlighted the following points:
· There had been an 18% response rate (379 responses), showing a high level of interest from residents 

· Lighting on the footpath adjacent to New Cut Rigg had been supported

· 83% of respondents approved of the siting of the recent tree planting

· Detailed consultation responses would be posted on the Forth NP website
· A development and management plan for Victoria Park would be drafted based on the responses, for consultation with Trinity Community Council, CGS Action Group and NP board.  It will be used to support a Green Flag application for the park

· Funding for the various improvements proposed in these plans would be from a variety of sources, including Parks revenue and capital, NEP and external grants.

It was agreed to approve the recommendations in the report.

8. NEP Update

PS spoke to a table listing all NEP projects by community council area since 2008/09.  This showed 37complete, 6 on site and 9 with committed expenditure.  

In discussion concerns were raised about the following projects:-

· 2008/09 backgreen improvements at Ferry Road Drive/West Pilton Terrace – concern that original brief had not been followed and in particular 2 rockers had not been installed.  Agreed to arrange site visit with West Pilton West Granton CC reps to confirm whether any work still outstanding.


Action
Mandy Rudden
· 2010/11 Muirhouse Park remove shrubbed areas – clarification sought on whether the shrubbed areas were to be completely removed or just cut back, and also that a suitable maintenance regime would be adopted once work complete.  Agreed to check and advise RD
Action 
Mandy Rudden

Agreed that if any other CC’s had queries about the projects listed in their areas they should contact PS or Mandy Rudden, and also that CC’s should be encouraged to submit applications for new NEP projects.







Action
Community Councils

9. Any Other Business
GG asked that the neighbourhood team contact all 4 community councils in the Forth area to offer attendance at CC meetings and discuss any support needs.




Action
Martina McChrystal

Updates were requested on the following:-

· Muirhouse Millennium Linear Park litter picking

Action
SC
· Road repairs to Boswall Parkway, Muirhouse View and Parkway and Pennywell Gardens & Trinity area

Action
SC
· Painting of play equipment etc at Muirhouse Millennium Linear Park






Action
SC
· Opening road to Granton Access Road supported by Cllr Cardownie.  

Action
SC

· Proposal from West Granton and District CC for speed reduction measures at Kingsburgh Way

Action
SC

10. Dates of next Meetings

Tuesday 10 May at 2.30pm
Tuesday 21 June at 6.30pm

Tuesday 26 July at 2.30pm

Tuesday 6 September at 6.30pm

Tuesday 18 October at 2.30pm
Tuesday 29 November at 6.30pm

All at North Edinburgh Local Office.
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