Forth Neighbourhood Partnership

Clean, Green & Safe Action Group

Tuesday 10 May 2011

North Edinburgh Local Office

Attendance

George Gordon (Granton & District CC), Lana Kelly (West Pilton West Granton CC), Cllr Jackson, Vallene Bonar (Muirhouse Housing Association), Tom Kelly (Trinity Community Council), Henry Coyle (SfC), Ruth Stanley (SfC), Sergeant Graeme Nisbet (Safer Neighbourhood Team)

1. Apologies

Clive Preston (Trinity CC), Cllr Morris, Alasdair Fraser (Manor Estates HA), Mandy Rudden (SfC), Steven Cuthill (SfC), Sergeant Craig Stephens (SNT)
2. Note of last meeting

Agreed.

3. Matters Arising

Shows at West Granton Road -  Steven Cuthill had provided feedback that he has emailed Legal and Administrative Services and asked for all Neighbourhood Managers to be included on the list of parties to be advised of temporary public entertainment licences.  The local concerns raised at the meeting had been passed on. SC had confirmed that procedures as they stand had been correctly followed. 

The group asked that Community Councils be added to the circulation list for temporary public intertainment licences. They understand that they cannot comment or object, but would like to be advised of events.

Action - SC
Minutes – GG noted that minutes have taken a long time to be provided, and they should be sent out more quickly after the meeting. 

Lana Kelly would like paper copies as her email system has been unreliable.

Action - RS
4. Safer Neighbourhood Teams (SNT)

Priorities

Reminder of previous three issues:

1) Youth disturbances at Muirhouse Green and Park

2) W Pilton – youth related matters

3) Antisocial behaviour on the walkways

Updates were given by GN:

· Youth problems in 1) have continued, but significant police resources have been going into dealing with these. There has been a lot of background work done with Community Safety Officers, and internal processes have been followed to get the help the young people need and to divert them from antisocial behaviour. Longer term strategies and solutions are being looked for. It can be difficult, because as an issue with one group of youths is solved, then another group will be up and coming.

· Problems at 2) are similar to the above, and have been compounded by the fire at the nursery. 

· Extensive work has taken place on the cycle paths, and has also involved SNT officers from the West. The operation has aimed at creating a sense of safety and well being, to educate cyclists about security and safety, and to educate the general public about personal safety. The initiaitve has also combatted housebreaking and breakins to sheds where property is adjacent to the paths. 
The SNT would like to extend priority 3, and move into a Polite Cycling phase. As 1) and 2) are still issues, they suggest all 3 priorities remain the same. There are also emerging issues in Wardieburn, and so they would like community support to address these with any further capacity the SNT may have.

The group agreed to keep the priorities the same and support any further work being done in Wardieburn.

Action: SNT
Other issues noted were graffiti in Royston/Wardieburn and a problem with the backgreen at West Pilton Terrace. The gate has been unlocked and left open, and fires have been built there. Both the SNT and CST will address this, along with the Housing Officers. 

GG requested that we look at a NEP funding to enable CCTV on lampposts to protect the area. RS advised that there remains funding from previous years, and that as she has an outstanding remit to prioritise areas for temporary CCTV she will consider this along with other locations. 

Trinity was noted to have less problems although there are some noise calls. There may also be an emerging issue of bogus callers. TK welcomed the cycle path initiative. 

Vegetation is once again overgrowing the cycle path, reducing the amount of room for cyclists and pedestrians, and blocking light from street lamps. The groups requested attention be given to this.

Action: SC

There will be a monthly newsletter from the SNT, which first has to be approved by the police communications team. There are already newsletters going out fro the team, and anyone can ask to receive these electronically. Police performance can also be checked on the LBP website. 

The SNT sergeants have now worked out shift changes so that an officer can attend every community council meeting until December. Any changes to CC meeting dates should be passed on to the SNT generic email at ADivSNTForth@lbp.pnn.police.uk .
5. Community Safety & Environmental Wardens Update

RS tabled an update which is attached separately to these minutes. 

HC mentioned a meeting he had attended with the Muirhouse High Flats tenants’ group, which had been a good piece of joint working. The meeting was attended by an SNT officer, Community Safety Officer and residents, and people were able to raise specific concerns which would be attended to.

GG asked that North managers make a point of attending some community council meetings in the near future, as there are now new members of the CCs. 

HC noted that the Boswall dog fouling campaign attracted national publicity and was well received. GG felt that the campaign has had a positive impact on attitudes and awareness. Both Muirhouse CC and West Pilton/West Granton are interested in hosting the campaign if the feedback is found to be positive. 

RS circulated drafts of wallet sized cards which community representatives could hand out to people committing dog fouling or littering offences. The group agreed these were not appropriate for reasons of personal safety. The designs might be used in future if the group wants to run a local campaign.

6. Food Growing Initiative
The NP Board meeting on 19 April agreed up to £15k for consultation with residents. When community support has been confirmed, the projects will come back to CGS and to the Board. It is hoped that site preparation will take place in the autumn and winter, with plating starting next spring.

This item will stay on the agenda.

7.  NEP Update

HC spoke to an updated table listing all NEP projects by community council     area. 41 projects are complete, 4 on site and 3 with committed expenditure.  3 have been issued to Roads services but don’t yet have a start date.
All of these NEP projects will be plotted on a map for display at the Forth Neighbourhood Partnership on 9 June. Mandy Rudden will have a stall at the meeting, with before and after shots of the NEP projects and can give advice and updates.

Action:MR

There is an outstanding site visit due to the project at West Pilton Terrace/Ferry Road Drive back green, for Lana Kelly and Mandy Rudden.  LK queried what had happened about the rockers which were to be installed for young children. Problems of fly tipping and fire raising, as mentioned earlier in the meeting, are also to be looked at in a project by MR and Lynne Johnston.

Action:HC/MR

Patching has taken place at Muirhouse Parkway. GG enquired if this was a hot box repair with the new equipment? He’d like more information on this.

Action:SC

GG asked that the removal of bollards at West Granton Access Road is done under delegated authority, and this suggestion was supported by Cllr Jackson. 










Action:HC/NM

GG also noted that there have been traffic problems at Kingsburgh Crescent. This is a Home Zone, originally intended to be 10mph, but only 20mph is enforceable. Residents have been lobbying, following the death of a child on Waterfront Avenue. The main problem is speeding on Waterfront Avenue, which leads people to turn into the Crescent too fast. GG suggested speed reduction measures on the main road should be considered, near the entrances to the Crescent. Another option suggested was to remove the double yellow lines on the main road to allow parking, which would itself be a speed reducing factor. Cllr Jackson recommended that any such measures be looked for from main budgets, not local ones. 

There still remains a query as to whether Kingsburgh Crescent has been adopted – Neil McFarlane is due to provide this information.  GG and AJ asked that the installation of traffic calming measures at Kingsburgh Way to be done under delegated authority as well.

Action:HC/NM

9. Any Other Business
Dudleys walkabout – this will take place on Saturday 14 May 10-12. The proposed route is to include the Dudleys, Summersides, Stanley Road and Craighall Road. 

Attendance from Trinity CC – Tim Parker will take over from Ina Kruk, who has resigned. Contact details to follow.
10. Dates of next Meetings

Tuesday 21 June at 6.30pm

Tuesday 26 July at 2.30pm

Tuesday 6 September at 6.30pm

Tuesday 18 October at 2.30pm

Tuesday 29 November at 6.30pm

All at North Edinburgh Local Office.
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