Forth Neighbourhood Partnership

Clean, Green & Safe Action Group

Tuesday 21 June 2011

North Edinburgh Local Office

Attendance

George Gordon (Granton & District CC), Lana Kelly (West Pilton West Granton CC), Cllr Jackson, Steven Cuthill (SfC), Ruth Stanley (SfC), Sgt Gill Geany (Safer Neighbourhoods Team)
1. Apologies

Clive Preston (Trinity CC), Cllr Morris, Cllr Day, Cllr Cardownie, Alasdair Fraser (Manor Estates HA), Mandy Rudden (SfC), Steven Cuthill (SfC), Sergeant Craig Stephens (SNT) Vallene Bonar (Muirhouse Housing Association), Roy Douglas (Muirhouse CC), Henry Coyle (SfC)
2. Note of last meeting

Agreed.

3. Matters Arising

Shows at West Granton Road -  SC has asked that the Community Councils be added to the circulation list, at least for information if not as consultees. The Neighbourhood Managers are to be added to the list, and it may be that they will have to take responsibility for forwarding the information on to local interested parties. There has been no response to the request as yet.
Minutes – Reminder -Lana Kelly would like paper copies as her email system has been unreliable.

Action – RS/SC
Kingsburgh Crescent -  This is being dealt with by Neil Macfarlane, Roads Manager. There is a plan to put central refuge islands on Waterfront Avenue, and it’s expected this will slow the traffic down on that street. Roads will wait to see the effect on the traffic on Waterfront Avenue, and then form a judgement on what further action is necessary. 

Walkway vegetation – This will be attended to steadily over the summer.

Road patching – The Nuphalt “hot box” is being used throughout the North area at present so that we can trial it. The box heats up and melts the road surface so that other materials can be mixed in, making a high quality permanent repair. It works quickly, with no need for road closures, and uses only a single vehicle.

Dudleys walkabout – RS circulated notes from the walkabout, which show the progress so far on the items raised. Cllr Jackson thanked RS and Chris Bell for their attendance at the walkabout.
4. Safer Neighbourhood Teams (SNT)

Priorities

Reminder of previous three issues:

1) Youth disturbances at Muirhouse Green and Park

2) W Pilton – youth related matters

3) Antisocial behaviour on the walkways

Due to good work in Forth, the youths have been displaced to the Almond Ward, causing problems at Tesco at Davidson’s Mains, the royal high school and in Clermiston. There are still problems in Muirhouse though, and the SNT would like to keep this item on for action at the library, Muirhouse Green, Muirhouse Crescent and Pennywell Medway.
The walkways operation was well received, with lots of positive feedback from members of the public. The operation was high visibility with joint patrolling. The SNT would like to continue this priority.

The SNT suggest a new priority, addressing some emerging problems at Victoria Park. Since the youngsters started exam leave, there have been problems for the residents at Ferry Road and for the bowling club. The Crime Prevention Officer is working with the bowling club. 

GG suggested that the SNT contact Granton Youth Centre, as they used to run a night at Bangholm which helped. Perhaps they could get something going to involve the kids. SC has spoken to GYC also, as a follow up to concerns raised through the Victoria Park consultation. There are complaints about noise and antisocial behaviour at the ball court, and SC would like to work with the SNT and GYC to get behaviour back to being acceptable. If the residents are comfortable with the  ball court being used appropriately, we can look at installing floodlights.

The priorities were agreed.

The SNT are working with the Community Safety Team on setting up the Youth Tracking system. This will allow the SNT to provide a list of youth related incidents every 24 hours. The CST can then respond immediately to these, and speak to the parents or give warnings. 
A Test Purchase operation at the weekend in the West Neighbourhood was supported by the North SNT and was successful. It is planned to roll this out across Forth Ward over the summer. 

GG mentioned that a big issue for Granton and District is tags, with graffiti tags springing up across the area. One on their noticeboard has been cleaned off now. All new tags should be reported to the SNT or CST.

5. Community Safety & Environmental Wardens Update

RS tabled an update which is attached separately to these minutes. 

GG noted that the Boswall dog fouling campaign attracted national publicity and was well received. 
SC noted that in the CIMS assessment for June, forth Ward had no C or D streets – no unsatisfactory streets. Most of the problems were graffiti or litter. Only 2 pieces of dog fouling were observed. The work of the Task Force and Wardens seems to be having an impact, and this was noted as a good result.

6. Food Growing Initiative
SC is working on the document for preferred bidders to price up. 
Action:SC
7.  NEP Update

It was agreed that projects numbered 6, 7 and 8, submitted by Royston, Wardieburn and Granton Residents Association, were not admissible as they haven’t come via the Community council or an elected member. The proposals will be sent to the ward councillors, to see if any wish to endorse these. The RWGRA are to be advised they should liaise with the local CC to submit future project proposals. 
The other proposals will be brought to the next meeting due to lack of attendance tonight. Cllr Jackson asked that we be advised of the total money available to spend, including rollover from last year, and how much is already committed. This will help put the proposals into context before any decisions are made. 

Groups are to be reminded to put in any proposals before the next meeting.

Action:Henry Coyle
9. Any Other Business
None
10. Dates of next Meetings

The meeting on Tuesday 26 July is cancelled to allow for summer breaks.
Tuesday 23 August 2.30 (note change to this date from 6 September)
Tuesday 18 October at 2.30pm

Tuesday 29 November at 6.30pm

All at North Edinburgh Local Office.
PAGE  
4

