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C&D NP - Environment Forum Sub-Group

Briefing Note to Neighbourhood Partnership Business Meeting 10 January 2012
The Environment Forum has met on two occasions since the last report to the Neighbourhood Partnership Board when the following actions were noted.

Project Updates 2010-11
· Piershill Squares East & West

Painting of boundary fences: Awaiting confirmation from contractor regarding start date.  Due to timescale and limited resources it was been recommended to review soft landscaping (trees and shrubs) prior to winter 2012.  
· Northfield Handrails
One handrail and a bench remain to be installed at Northfield Broadway / Mountcastle Drive North.  

· Lochend Gardens
A small section of specialised bound gravel surface is to be placed at the entrance to Nos 1 & 2 car parks. 

· Craigentinny Avenue/ Portobello Road Junction
Items highlighted in the pre-audit assessment are currently being incorporated into the proposed new junction arrangement.  A revised drawing will be displayed at the local library for comment.
Local Issues
· Pedestrian Crossing at Holyrood High School: In response to a report that there is insufficient timing to enable less mobile people to cross, it was confirmed that the timing was at the maximum setting for this type of location and it was agreed to liaise with Traffic Signals regarding increasing the length of the school 20mph zone in Duddingston Road West.
· Parking at Royal High Primary School: In response to complaints regarding double and triple parking at school the Road Safety Team and Safer Neighbourhood Team will meet to discuss appropriate action.
· Network Rail-Mountcastle Rail Depot: Concerns were raised relating to issues of noise and pollution from engines left running for long periods in the evenings.  The Forum would like to request Network Rail to attend a meeting.  It was agreed that the Roads Team and Network Rail would meet in the first instance to establish what can be done to improve the situation.
· Snow Wardens: meeting heard a presentation from Lindsay Grant on Winter Weather preparations.  Recruitment of volunteer Snow Wardens is underway.  Members were asked to promote this in their area.
Local Community Plan Review

As part of the review the Environment Forum will meet on 12 January to discuss the content of the Forum One Page/Action plan.  It was agreed to rotate the timing of the Forum meetings to include evening meetings to enable residents who are unable to attend during the day. 
The next meeting of the Environment Forum will take place on 12 January 10am in the Northfield Willowbrae Community Centre.

Andy Matheson
Roads Manager
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