ALMOND NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP
Children and Young People Sub Group
Notes of the meeting held on Monday 8th June 2009 

at Rosebery Hall, South Queensferry

Abbreviations: CEC = The City of Edinburgh Council



CLD = Community Learning & Development
Present:


John Fraser


Neighbourhood Manager, CEC Children & Families

Lawrence Arscott 

CLD, West Team, CEC Children & Families
Patricia Eason


Cramond Community Council

Merle Slater


Cramond Resident, Children’s Panel Member

Heather MacNaughton
Davidson’s Mains & Silverknowes Community Assn.

Eleanor Gaw


Neighbourhood Team, CEC Services for Communities
Lorna Hutchison

Kirkliston Library, CEC Services for Communities

Steven Stewart

CLD, Queensferry, CEC Children & Families

Anne Paterson


CLD, Kirkliston, CEC Children & Families

Colin Hemphill

Cramond Community Council

Anne Kiely


Early Years Manager, CEC Children & Families

John Dichey


Lothian & Borders Fire & Rescue Service
Apologies:

Natalie Hoy


Neighbourhood Manager, CEC Services for Communities
Maria Gray


West CLD Manager, CEC Children & Families

George Grubb


Councillor

Kate Mackenzie

Councillor

Norman Work


Councillor

In the absence of Maria Gray, who would normally chair the meetings, John Fraser chaired this first meeting of the Sub Group and Lawrence Arscott took the minute.

1
Role And Remit of the Sub-Group
John Fraser circulated the agreed role of Neighbourhood Partnership Sub Groups and asked for comment.

· Steven Stewart outlined the role of the existing Strategic Planning of Youth Services (“SPYS”), in South Queensferry and Kirkliston.   It may be appropriate to expand this to include all of Almond. 

· Anne Kiely explained the role of the five Early Years & Childcare Forums, based around the High School clusters, and the West Early Years & Childcare Forum, overarching them.   They deal with services for 0 to 8 year olds.   A Parent & Carers’ Support Network (in respect of 0 to 18 year old young people) has also recently been set up.

· It was agreed that it was important not to duplicate work and for SPYS, the Early Years Forums and the Parent & Carers’ Support Network to feed in to the Sub Group.
· It was also agreed that the Sub Group should monitor aspects of the Almond Community Plan relevant to young people, but also identify new priorities, as appropriate.

2
Key Issues

Amongst key issues for young people, identified at the meeting were:
· Young people who are carers;

· Young people with learning disabilities;

· Lack of universal youth provision, especially in Barnton, Cramond, Silverknowes and Davidson’s Mains;

· The expense of using school premises;

· The need for internet café provision;

· Positive destinations for school leavers;

· Potential for designated youth sites;
· Lack of an early year’s aspect to the existing Almond Community Plan.

In response to some of these issues, the following resources were mentioned:

· Kirkliston Library Youth Sessions (closes at 8.00pm and used mainly by under twelves);

· Davidsons Mains Park, underused at present;

· CEC’s Open Spaces Audit;
· Citywide Joined Up For Jobs and More Choices More Chances strategies;

· Streetwork Project.

3
Membership of the Sub Group and Frequency
The representation of young people on the Sub Group was discussed and links with local youth groups and the Youth Forum were seen as important.   Other links would include the Active Schools Coordinator and Pupil Councils.

It was agreed that direct representation of young people on the Sub Group also had a use but should be seen as part of a variety of methods for consulting young people.  Imaginative methods of consultation are needed.   

 It was also emphasised that consultation was only useful if it produced some results for young people within a reasonable timescale.
Frequency of Sub Group meetings should be every 6 to 8 weeks normally, on varying days of the week and avoiding community council meeting dates.
4
Future Items for Meetings

People felt we should concentrate on two or three issues at a time.

5
Any Other Competent Business

· There was some discussion over the CLD Summer Youth Work programme and the need to ensure it covers the whole Almond area.

· 16 year-olds will soon be eligible as community councillors

6
Next Meeting

The Sub Group will meet again in about 8 weeks, date, time and venue to be arranged.
