Almond Neighbourhood Partnership

Children & Young Peoples Sub Meeting

Held in Rosebery Hall on Thursday 3 September 2009

	Agenda Item


	Action by
	Timescale

	1. Intro & Welcome
M Gray welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained that the responsibility for this initiative was passed across to her from J. Fraser
C. Murray will support her in this role.

	
	

	2.  Apologies:

J. Connor, G. Baxter, E. Gaw Service for Communities

Elaine Forest Libraries

P. Easter

M. Slater

	
	

	3. Matters Arising from previous minutes
Role and remit of the sub group

staff and youth reps.

The chair advised the meeting that the remit of this group was to monitor the progress of the Almond Neighbourhood partnership’s priority in youth work. Which is “To increase opportunities for young people?”

The initiative recognises the efforts of existing forums and will look to dovetail into them.

Consideration will be given to the future representation of this group. Active schools and Parent pupil councils will be invited to attend. 
4 Issues arising

Concern was expressed about the levels of services to young carers and learning disability groups. It was considered important to identify whose area of responsibility this was, in order to devise appropriate strategies. Suitable playground equipment for disabilities is also required.
The meeting considered that there was a distinct lack of dedicated youth facilities in the West.

A comprehensive list of youth providers is kept by Community Learning and Development, it was agreed to bring this to the next meeting.
Interest was shown in developing internet cafés, streetwork and encouraging young people to participate in democratic processes such as Community Councils. It was recognised that some work was underway with Queensferry Comm. Council and with developing youth forums. A presentation will be offered on this work. 

It was recognised that Crammond, Davidson Mains and Barnton had very little infrastructure in place to support youth work, (particularly in terms of facilities). Lauriston Castle was identified as a possible venue.

The police football pitch was suggested for Crammond.

The meeting recognised the disparate nature of West Edinburgh in terms of socio economic deprivation. Consequently there was a need to consider how youth and children services should be delivered effectively and what minimum universal provision should be offered as a basic entitlement across the city.   
Territoriality was considered an issue in West Edinburgh possibly because young people attended various High schools.
There seems to be a culture of fear in terms of crossing boundaries. Consideration was given to this just being a perception as evidence of assaults was not high in the West.
Transport was considered to be a major concern and rural isolation.
General fitness of some young people is a concern. This was identified at the Queensferry Quest.  Ferry coastal walks are being introduced.
It was agreed that Viewfinder (an electronic survey of young people’s views) should be presented to the sub committee.

Discussion took place around the following pieces of work:-

The contribution of uniformed organisations to youth work.
Speakeasy a sexual health issues group for parents

Healthy respect a sexual and relationship advice service.

Family nurse partnership working with teenage pregnancies and their families.

The new parenting framework

The contribution of local churches.

Summer programme
 This was recognised as a quality provision offered at low cost. Consideration may be given to offering 2 programmes in the future. A referred summer programme which targets young people displaying vulnerable and anti social behaviour and a mainstream programme targeting all secondary school ages.
Examples offered of good practice.

Should access to the summer programme be area dictated?
Marketing – the issue of timing was raised, next year publicity needs to circulate at an earlier stage.
Issues around navigating the web site.

Some momentum had been lost in inter agency approach in Almond due to the pressure of front line services’ workloads.

Positive destinations for school leavers.

Rotary club & Q.H.S. career evenings

Has good links to Babcocks.


	Alan Stewart
Maria Gray
Alan Stewart


	

	
	
	

	 Areas of concern
A question was raised around children in care support networks. Children in care have access to the Through Care, After Care service. There is an accommodated children’s officer-Colin Robb.
Lack of community police presence in Crammond is a concern.
A need to reduce school letting costs.
	
	

	The Neighbourhood Partnership will be asked  to draw on comparisons  of youth services throughout the

City.
· Crammond community police

Health Initiatives
Healthy Respect

October commencement @ Queensferry Health Centre

Family nurse partnership specialist provision for 150 teenage pregnancies and their families.

Parenting work

· Speak easy

· Helping parents to discuss sexual health issues

Church Kirkliston:

· 110 girls, 30 boys

· 30-40 Kirkliston Scouts
Young people have offered support to Queensferry Care.
Queensferry Railway station access campaign was offered as an example of campaigning work.
· The inclusion of young people on Community Councils  will be encouraged, with the minimum age dropping to 16 years for representation

Date of next meeting 14th October Rosebery Hall 6.30-8pm

	
	


