Forth Neighbourhood Partnership

Clean, Green and Safe action group meeting

Tuesday 18 May @ 2.30pm.

North Edinburgh Local Office

1. Attendance: George Gordon (Granton & District C/C), Donald Martin (Muirhouse Housing Assoc), Steven Cuthill (Environment Manager SfC), Mandy Rudden (Property Management Team SfC), PC Craig Stephen, Andrew Barnett (Environmental Warden SfC), Tom Kirby.

2. Apologies: Mark Rodgers (Housing & Regeneration Manager SfC), Clive Preston (Trinity C/C), Ina Kruk (Trinity C/C), Frances Kelly (West Granton/ Pilton C/C), Neil Ward (Castlerock/Edinvar Housing Association), Larke Adger (West Granton Housing Association), Louise Anger (West Granton Housing Association)
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting: Minutes approved by George.
4. Community Safety Update: Motorbike safety scheme going ahead. It is an initiative led by PC Grant McCulloch to teach road safety to young people. It will target specific groups and if successful it will continue.

5. Community Gardening Initiatives – Tom Kirby and John Black: Has been targeting the small areas of grass on the street corners of Royston and Wardieburn. Completed a survey of the street and received positive feedback from people who would like to participate. Following an invitation for residents to come along, 30 people of all ages turned up, donating their own tools for the project. Even those not participating are happy to see the work completed.
Steven Cuthill asked about the sustainability of the project. Tom agrees with the need to keep momentum and to only work in an area if the residents there agree. 

George Gordon asked about funding and suggested it would be a good idea to complete an application form to the Community Council. Steven recommended working together with the Drylaw and Telford Gardening programmes.

6. Environmental Wardens: Update from Andrew Barnett,

Priority has been improving street cleaning and there has been a request for more patrols to provide deterrent. 16 fixed penalties have been issued during the first 3 weeks of April. Environmental Wardens are monitoring Take Away establishments, particularly those located near schools. 61 complaints were received for the Forth Area for March and April, the majority of which were for dog fouling and fly tipping. Telford College is also a concern, in regards to the cigarettes being left near the building. 
George asked about the possibility of a day specifically to speak with students. Andrew explained that Wardens have been asked to steer more towards enforcement. Steven agreed it would be beneficial to discuss the matter with Telford College.
7. Open Spaces Scoping Exercise: Update from Mandy Rudden,

Concentrating on areas 7 & 11, Wardieburn Drive and Wardieburn Place South. From the former there has been positive feedback. It might be best to do some more door knocking. 

Steven stated that as long as there was interest the project should go ahead, even if it was in just one location. Also mentioned having Parks & Greenspaces could estimate how much work it would take.
George mentioned seeing what funding Ian Woolard or NEP could bring to the project. 

8. Any Other Business: 

Granton Access Road:  The road should be reopened. George mentioned that the Police were happy for this to go ahead. 

Mandy advised that by the date of the next meeting the bollards should have been removed.

9. Dates of next meeting: Tuesday 15 June @ 6.30pm.

