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APOLOGIES 

Brian Jennings 
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Douglas Jeffrey 
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City of Edinburgh Council 
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2. MINUTES OF MEETING OF 17th FEBRUARY 2010 

2.1 These were recorded as an accurate record of the meeting. 

3. MATTERS ARISING 
3.1 There were no matters arising

4. YOUTH ENGAGEMENT EVENT
4.1 Scott informed the group that work on developing the event was going well with different groups of young people from across the area working on key themes:
· Relationships with adults

South Youth Forum
· Spare time activities


Moredun Library

· Quality of life issues


SE Churches

4.2 Both Gracemount and Liberton High School’s have been invited to participate in the event and Gracemount have confirmed that they are more than willing and will develop something through the Pupil Council. There has been no response to date from Liberton although Douglas Jeffrey is chasing this up.
4.3 The format will involve a number of round tables which can seat up to 10 people and this will see adults mixed with young people. Each table will have a ‘discussion prompter’ and each of the youth groups will present their perspective of the issues/themes outlined.
4.4 The event will be held on the morning of 18th June in the Valley Park community centre.

5. EDINBURGH SOUTH YOUTH FORUM 
5.1 In Jade’s absence, Scott updated the group in respect of the recent activity of the Youth Forum. 
5.2 The members have been involved in training activity developed by Young Scot which is seeking to improve links between neighbourhood Partnerships and the Youth Forums. Liberton Gilmerton was involved in what was a pilot initiative and could be rolled out across the city. Members of the Neighbourhood Team were also involved and an evaluation will be taking place soon.
6. LIBERTON GILMERTON SPORTS FORUM
6.1 Stewart provided an update from the Forum which met the previous evening.
6.2 The forum has now met twice and it is encouraging to see a wide range of sports involved. Earlier developments promoted a need to identify methods in which to engage more young girls in sports and physical activity. This is being discussed by the members.

6.3 Sports and people withy disabilities was also discussed at length following an in depth presentation which highlights that a large number of people with physical and mental disabilities are involved in sport however, it was acknowledged that more could be done to promote awareness of this.

6.4 Robert highlighted that Fernieside Football Club will dedicate one of its community notice boards to supporting and promoting this.

6.5 Overall, it is felt that the forum is going from strength to strength and that there may be opportunities to develop a local sports festival next year.

6.6 Scott thanked Stewart for his update.

7. YOUTH ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY
7.1 At the previous meeting of the Group, it was agreed to formally promote the Youth Engagement Strategy to the Liberton Gilmerton Neighbourhood Partnership. Scott informed the group that this took place and the LGNP adopted the strategy at its meeting on 17th March 2010.
7.2 Scott added that the LGNP also provided £24,000 towards youth engagement especially for the development of a summer programme and to further aspects of the strategy itself.

7.3 Scott briefly spoke through each aspect of the document, highlighting elements underway and it was agreed to discuss this in more detail at the next meeting.
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8. SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM
8.1 The Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) is an amalgam of the Neighbourhood Action Unit (NAU) and Community Beat Officers (CBO’s) and additional officers provided through CEC funding.
8.2 The main function of the SNT is to operate at grass roots level, back out on the streets tackling issues, many of which will be quality of life issues.
8.3 A process is underway to gather the issues known locally and these can come from community groups, individuals, sub groups etc. These will be fed into the Partnerships Better & Safer Communities Group to prioritise the top 3 to be tackled. This will involve the police and a range of partners.
8.4 Simon added that the benefit of the SNT will definitely be more officers on the street as there are only 2 vehicles between 17 officers. This has already received positive comments from across the community.
8.5 Scott reminded the group that the purpose of the Youth Issues Group is two fold, one to identify what gaps there are in provision etc and to develop local initiatives. The second is to address anti social behaviour, again using positive methods which will seek to support young people and address the issues faced by the community. The YAT is a good example of how the Youth Issues Group has responded in the past. It is vital therefore that there is a balance and that young people do not become the crux of all priorities etc.
8.6 Simon agreed and felt that by being out and about more often, positive relationships will develop between the SNT and young people and hopefully they will feel able to also report issues.
8.7 Those present felt that as long as there is a balanced approach, more officers operating on the streets is a positive move in the right direction.

9. MEMBERS UPDATES
9.1 HYPE:

Paula introduced Kirsty to the group. Kirsty will operate in the area 18.5 hrs per week and will undertake work associated with young people and alcohol. It is intended that Kirsty will have a presence in the schools as well as liasing with many key partners and undertaking support work to young people.

9.1.1 Paula added that getting the project off the ground had been beset with difficulties not least HYPE’s funding being reduced dramatically. Also, when Scott and Paula had developed an application to the Lloyds TSB PDI programme, there were a couple of items they felt needed more information and we were encouraged to resubmit, however, Lloyds TSB then closed the programme at the height of the banking industry troubles.

9.2.1 The programme has recently reopened and we have been encouraged to submit an application.

9.3.1 Scott welcomed Kirsty to the Neighbourhood and thanked Paula for her update.
9.2 Libertus:
In the absence of Jason Lee, Jane Gould provided the group with information in respect of 3 new pieces of work Jason is involved with.
9.1.2 Jason’s role has altered and he is now developing new initiatives aimed at intergenerational work and other art based initiatives. These include:
(a) Payback Creative Industries:
Intergenerational art/multimedia activity group (5 young and 5 older people) which meets every Friday. The group will learn a wide range of media skills and produce a short film to be screened at the 2011 Edinburgh International Film Festival;
(b) Alcohol - A measure:
A book will be created based on the views and life stories of people around alcohol use. The participants will engage local high schools to share their experiences and to provide useful advice etc.

(c) The power of Friendship:
Intergenerational befriending group allowing older people to share life experiences with young people in a safe manner. New technology will be used to encourage positive interaction and it is hoped that relationships will be formed between participants providing lifelong learning opportunities.

9.3 Fernieside FC:
Robert informed the group that Fernieside FC will be holding their annual family day on Sunday 13th June from 12.00 Noon – 5.30pm. The day is used to celebrate the achievements of the young people involved in the club and a wide range of activities are available.

9.4 Junior (Community Safety) Wardens:
Louise highlighted that Junior Wardens were first piloted in England with the ethos of involving children in all aspects of community life.
9.1.4 The Edinburgh pilot took place in South Queensferry and more recently, South Central.

9.2.4 The initiative has proved to be a great success with the children, all from P7 learning a great deal and having a good time. Activities included a visit to the CEC CCTV Centre, a visit to a police station and an opportunity to meet police officers, Tollcross Fire Station, CEC Recycling centre at Powderhall and doing walkabouts with Wardens.

9.3.4 The presentation to the South Central participants will take place on Monday 24th May and will be made by Aileen Paterson, the author of Maisie.

9.4.4 The process is underway to develop the project in Liberton Gilmerton and all school shave been contacted. It is intended to operate 2 separate projects in the area.

9.5 Young People & Alcohol Research:
Scott brought to the attention of the group the research report recently emailed which was conducted by the Health Opportunities Team. Scott felt that the content of the report was very interesting and that he had made initial contact with HOT with a view to asking the author of the report to present the findings to a group of key officers in the area.
9.6 Scott thanked everyone for their updates.
10. A.O.C.B. 
10.1 There was no further business discussed.
11. DATES AND VENUES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 

Wednesday 18th August 2010
Wednesday 17th November 2010
Both meetings at 2.00 pm in 13 Newtoft Street, Edinburgh, EH17 8RG.  
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