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PORTOBELLO/CRAIGMILLAR VOLUNTARY SECTOR SUBGROUP

Briefing Note to Portobello/Craigmillar Neighbourhood Partnership

Wed09Jun10
The Portobello/Craigmillar Voluntary Sector Subgroup met on Monday 10th May at Caring in Craigmillar. The meeting was chaired by Terri Semple, Voluntary Sector Representative to the Neighbourhood Partnership, and there were eight people present from a range of local voluntary organisations.

The following people were elected unopposed to the posts of Co-Representatives of the Local Voluntary Sector on the Portobello/Craigmillar Neighbourhood Partnership: Laura Plumb (Portobello Citizens’ Advice Bureau) and Martin Smith (Worktrack.)
The two issues the group wished taken forward to the Neighbourhood Partnership were:

· That the Voluntary Sector Subgroup should receive support from the Neighbourhood Team, to ensure equity across the different subgroups, and – crucially – to ensure that the Voluntary Sector Subgroup had access to good quality up-to-date information; and

· That the Voluntary Sector Subgroup should strongly support the principle of subsidiarity (or localism,) calling for partners to recognise the value of local service provision, and the need to make the best use of local experience in supporting and providing services to vulnerable people.

The Portobello/Craigmillar Voluntary Sector Subgroup will set its calendar of meetings in line with the calendar for Neighbourhood Partnership meetings for 2010/11. Representatives of local voluntary organisations and community groups are welcome to attend.
Further information from Milind Kolhatkar, Edinburgh Voluntary Organisations’ Council – 0131 555 9100.
