FORTH NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP
Physical Regeneration Action Group Meeting

2 September 2010

Present: Fred Marinello, Granton & District Community Council (Chair); Ken Jobling Trinity Community Council, George Gordon and Frances Kelly Granton & District Community Council; Mark Rodgers and Katie Ward, SfC Housing and Regeneration; Brenda Tonner, Muirhouse Housing Association; Ann Confrey, Pro-Scot; Simon Lievesly, SfC 21st Century Homes; Gerry Gillies, West Granton HC; Bob Salter, Geddes Consulting/Credential Holdings; Shaeron Averbuch, Art in Architecture; Jim Pattison CEC, Services for Communities.
1. Welcome and introductions

Fred Marinello welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2. Apologies

Diana Harries, Places for People; Cllr Alan Jackson; Cllr Steve Cardownie; Heather McNaughton, Castle Rock Edinvar; Patricia Brindle, Trinity Community Council
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting
Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed

Matters Arising

4. Granton Sur Mer

Shaeron Averbuch gave a presentation on the Granton Sur Mer proposal which includes the creation of:
· An international garden festival, artist/gardener collaborations that will open six months of every year

· An artist/artisan village made from turf roofed sea containers

· A pop-up lido on the Forth waterfront.

AiA have been working with a range of partners to identify land and funding to make the project a reality. Talks are ongoing with City of Edinburgh Council regarding the land required and with organisations such as Triodos Bank regarding funding.

Shaeron was thanked for updating the Action Group and agreed to keep the group informed on future developments.

5. Update on Crewe Road West and Royston Regeneration

No update available for this meeting but Mark will circulate an update in advance of next meeting. Action: Mark
6. Update on Pennywell / Muirhouse Regeneration

Craigroyston High School Site

Demolition of the buildings is now completed and materials will be removed from the site and recycled where possible.

Asbestos was removed from building before recent fire so site is safe.
Masterplanning
· A masterplan for the central Muirhouse area will be developed by Spring 2011.
· George asked if local labour agreements can be put into future developments. Councils have more restrictions placed on them than private sector when letting contracts but should be possible in construction contracts. 
· Work is ongoing to progress the Partnership Centre, with the Muirhouse site being the preferred option – covering the area to the rear of the North part of the shopping centre, close to Murihouse Crescent and the library. The masterplan will include work on the precise location and layout of the Partnership Centre.
· Bob Salter said that Credential would have liked more detailed discussion/information prior to the masterplan brief going out. Katie said that Alan Howie, who is working on the Partnership Centre for CEC, had met with Andrew MacGilp recently about a number of issues involving the shopping centre and the development of the central area masterplan. The advert has been published but the masterplan brief is part of the next stage. 
· Brenda asked who did actually take the final decision on the preferred site and had this involved local people. Katie said that some consultation had taken place in Muirhouse and at a Forth NP Public meeting held in the new Craigroyston Community High School. *Post-meeting note – enabling money has been awarded to the project to assist with the development of the business case. A final decision to proceed with the Partnership Centre in Muirhouse will be made by the Scottish Ministers.
· It was agreed to have a special meeting of PRAG to discuss this issue. Mark and Katie will discuss dates and format with Fred and send out details of the meeting. Action: Mark and Katie.
Re-Housing

· Phase 1 with 154 households (no owners) – started April’07. Now clear site with exception of substation.
· Phase 2 with 53 households (4 owners now bought) – started Nov ’07. Now clear site.
· Phase 2b with 104 households (1 owner now bought) – started April ’08. Now clear site.
· Phase 3 with 284 households (44 owners - 41 bought) – started Nov ’08. 12 tenants to be re-housed.
7. Any other business
· Frances asked when the barriers that prevent access from West Granton/West Pilton onto the new Access Road will be removed. She has asked this question on several occasions and is still looking for clarity. Mark will speak to Neil McFarlane, Roads Manager, and get a response. Action: Mark.
· Brenda asked if there would still be footpath access to the Shopping Centre from central Muirhouse once the blocks at Phase 3 are demolished. Katie said that when the two blocks at Muirhouse Avenue are demolished, any access requirements will be agreed with the contractor as part of the site finish. 
· Mark said that this would be his last PRAG as he was leaving to take up a post in the Borders and a vote of thanks was proposed for his work with the PRAG.
8. Date of next meeting

· The next meeting should take place after the school holidays: 
Thursday 14th October 2010 at 6pm in North Edinburgh Local Office
