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THE CITY OF EDINBURGH COUNCIL




CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

NEIGHBOURHOOD SERVICES

FORTH CHILDREN & FAMILIES ACTION GROUP MEETING 

TUESDAY 26th AUGUST 2010
	Present:
	Ruth Stanley, Vicki Ridley, Derek Suttie, Christine Mackay, Inga Wilson, Angela Cusack, Peter Johnstone, Margaret Winders, Stephen Sheils, Cllr Cammy Day

	
	

	Apologies:
	Theresa Allison, Maggie Lyle, Cllr Cardownie, Debbie O’Hara, Jim Pattison.


	
	ACTION

	1. Minutes of previous meeting held on 27th May:
Approved as accurate.

Meeting was chaired by Cllr Cammy Day who welcomed and introduced participants. 
Cllr Day formally recorded his thanks to Tom Kerr who has now stood down as chair. 


	

	2. Matters Arising

Viewfinder 3 update (paper attached)

We agreed to invite the 3 Head teachers to the next meeting specifically to discuss the employment/training/16+ issues.
We should look at what opportunities are available for work experience through local projects.

Libraries For You project is coming on stream for 16+ young people and will be involved in employability skills etc.  It will also look at D of E and other accredited youth work training.
It was agreed to remit the viewfinder summary to the Forth Youth Work Consortium for further consideration. 

3. Transition Work:

Most schools have transition programme from nursery into P1 and at P7 to S1 level.  Most have similar programmes involving primary and secondary school staff.  Vulnerable children receive particular support (paper attached).
Margaret Winders indicated that there had also been an employer’s day at Craigroyston involving cluster schools.

Head Teachers did not make much mention of the input that the voluntary sector makes.

This will be picked up when the group involves Head Teachers in a more consistent manner.

Further activities are planned for the new term.  A better link could be created between MYDG and library.  Stephen and Peter need to meet. 

4. GIRFEC:

Christine explained the background to GIRFEC and explained the role of the MARG and explained that this group will become the MARG ensuring that the strategic role of this group will remain.  This will mean that the membership of this group will have to be more clearly defined.

Over 12’s:

Very busy summer, with several joint activities.  Forthcoming North Edinburgh Young Drinkers collaborative has received additional comic relief funding.  Also some additional street work and weekend activities.  Just the job is finishing at the end of August.

Partner Information:

Margaret Winders spoke regarding the new joint programme from Edinburgh’s college.

Muirhouse Library:

Summer programme has just been completed.

The library has a summer reading challenge and had an award ceremony where 40 young people received a medal.

Children Inc:
Still lacks care funding and therefore is running a reduced programme.  The project is currently running joint sessions with parents and children together.  The project is seeking volunteers especially to work one to one support.  The project is still receiving referrals from schools and social work.  Angela is anxious about losing the service.

CLD:

Under 12’s work/summer programme has attracted high numbers.  A formal evaluation is still to be completed. 
The CLD programme attracted about 3000 participants in total.  There was also a Family Fun Day for North Edinburgh held in Inverleith Park. 

Cllr Day:

There is to be a Neighbourhood Partnership Family Festival Saturday 25th September at Forth Quarter Park 1-5pm.  Cllr Day encouraged everyone to take part in some way.
Date of Next meeting:

30th September 2010 at 10.00am at The Haven project and CM to arrange 6 weekly meetings thereafter.

Chair: 

Roy Douglas has expressed an interest in chairing this group. 
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