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Purpose of report
To inform the Licensing Board of community discussions and work done by Leith Neighbourhood Partnership in respect of alcohol and its impact on the Leith Community, and respond to consultation on the revision of the Council’s Licensing Policy.
Main report

Leith Neighbourhood Partnership has for some time been convening a number of themed public meetings, addressing issues of interest and concern to the Leith community.  The public meeting on 9 September 2009 was themed around Alcohol and its impact on Leith.  
The meeting was held in the early afternoon and participants were given the opportunity of a light lunch of soup and sandwiches before hearing presentations on the theme and discussing views around tables.  The topic, the presentations, and the ability to contribute in small groups to round table discussion were well received by those members of the Leith community who attended, numbering around 70 people of varying ages and backgrounds.
The first part of the meeting concentrated on “Community Perception of Impact and Issues”.  Presentations were heard from members of Leith Central Community Council, SfC’s Community Safety Team and Lothian & Borders Police.

Four main themes emerged from the discussion as follows:

· Culture – The Scottish attitude towards alcohol was seen as a major contributor and a drinking culture is often linked to workplaces.  It was recognised that, although it is still mostly men who drink heavily, there has been an increase in the number of women drinking excessively.

· Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) – The correlation between alcohol and anti-social behaviour was acknowledged.  Forms of ASB related to alcohol included noise, vandalism, fighting, domestic violence and street-drinking.
· Youth – Under-age drinking was seen as an issue.  The example set by adults was of concern and the effect on young people from being around drinking adults.  It was also noted that young people can be unfairly blamed as being more of a problem.

· Social Issues – It was recognised that excessive drinking can be triggered by a traumatic life event.  It was felt that there is a link between poverty, alcohol and depression.  However, no social class was as immune.  Drinking can be seen as an acceptable part of business networking and some people drink at home where the problem is hidden.
Some of these issues have direct relevance to the city’s Licensing Policy, including:-

· Encouraging applicants to provide food and a range of soft drinks rather than the traditional standing bars, of which there are many in Leith;
· The requirement for applicants to demonstrate in their operating plan that they are aware of a wide range of factors which could contribute to anti-social behaviour and public nuisance, and the relevant control measures to take to prevent this;

· Promotion of the byelaws to prohibit the consumption of alcohol on designated public spaces, and strict guidelines on the awarding of licenses for “off premises” consumption;

· Consideration of the reputation of a premises as a location for under age drinking when considering whether or not to grant a licence;

The issue of overprovision of licensed and off licensed premises within the Leith area was not explicitly discussed, but the general tenor of the discussion was that easy availability of alcohol at most times throughout the day was a contributing factor to the problems associated with alcohol consumption in Leith.  Given this Leith Neighbourhood Partnership would support the Licensing Board carefully considering new applications within the context of the existing high provision of licensed and off licensed facilities within Leith.    

The second set of presentations concentrated on addressing the issues.  Presentations were made by members of the Neighbourhood Partnership’s Health & Wellbeing Action Group, including a GP, Community Health Practioner, specialist nursing staff, and a range of health focussed community projects including The Junction, Pilmeny Men’s Project and Turning Point.

 Issues around health services and the need for greater public awareness of the health risks associated with alcohol consumption were highlighted, as follows:-
· Health Services - It was noted that Leith had a higher incidence of deaths related to alcohol (1 in 15 of all deaths) compared to both Edinburgh (1 in 22) and Scotland as a whole (1 in 20), suggesting that alcohol consumption was particularly problematic in Leith.  From this it was felt there was a need for additional resources such as alcohol/mental health support for those over 65 years, advice from GP surgeries, more detox and post-detox services and opt-in support.  One specific recommendation was that a care assessment should include alcohol use information.  In general greater co-ordination between the various agencies involved in health and alcohol was also recommended.

· Public Awareness – It was felt that greater public awareness and education on the health risks was needed, including information for adults on how their drinking impacts on young people.  A need for education on the legal consequences of buying alcohol for or selling to those who are under-age was seen as important.  The young people at the meeting said that sharing experiences was the most useful way for them to learn about alcohol.

10.
This has relevance to the Licensing Policy as follows:-
· The links between the Licensing Board and Edinburgh Alcohol and Drugs Partnership are to be welcomed, acknowledging the Board’s awareness of wider alcohol related agenda and commitment to joint working with other agencies and members of the Licensing Forum;

· The requirement of applicants to include in their operating plans provision for providing information on sensible drinking and the commitment of the Board to make this a condition of granting a licence in appropriate cases.

11.
In terms of taking forward the issues raised at the public meeting, Leith Neighbourhood Partnership’s Action Groups have responded in the following ways:-
· Health and Wellbeing Action Group 

· North East Drugs and Alcohol Forum has been established to share information.

· The Health and Social Care’s Adult Referral Team have a new Alcohol Referral Team funded by the Alcohol and Drug Partnership.  A worker is covering the Leith area for people aged 16+ with addictions.

· The Junction has appointed a worker funded by the Alcohol and Drug Partnership for North Edinburgh.  She will support young people in one-to-one and group work.
· Edinburgh and Lothians Council for Alcohol is providing sessions for women at Link-up in Lochend, half of whom are Leith residents.

· NHS Primary Care is to be kept informed of the development of community services to enable appropriate referrals to be made.

· The Junction is in discussion with pub owners about raising awareness using pub quiz techniques.

· The Action Group agreed to make Health Services aware of the needs of older people who are experiencing alcohol problems.

· Children and Families Action Group

· Funding has been secured to run an event for parents and carers on teenage alcohol use.

· Housing and the Built Environment Action Group

· Lothian and Border’s Police’s Operation Align is aimed at off-licences selling alcohol to underage people through test purchasing by a young person.
· Lothian and Border’s Police’s Operation Array tackles alcohol related anti-social behaviour (asb) in young people in partnership with the Rock Trust and Fast Forward.  Youths under the influence or in possession of alcohol are taken to the police station and their parents are contacted to attend.  Dangers and health risks are explained to the young person and their parents as well as emphasising the correlation between alcohol and asb and how this impacts on the community .

12.
In addition the Neighbourhood Partnership Board requested that the Licensing Board be made aware of the findings of the public meeting, and the opportunity to feed this into the Board’s consultation on the Licensing Policy is welcomed.
Financial Implications

13.
Neighbourhood Partnership Service Partners have taken actions to meet the community concerns within their existing resources, or by making applications for additional funding.

Environmental Impact

14.
None specifically.
Recommendations

15. The City of Edinburgh’s Licensing Board is asked to:
Note the Leith community’s concerns on the impact of alcohol consumption within Leith.
Acknowledge Leith Neighbourhood Partnership’s work in addressing some of the issues raised.

Take account of this in reviewing the Licensing Policy.

	Peter Strong

	North Edinburgh Neighbourhood Manager

	

	Contact/tel/Email
	 Peter Strong, North Edinburgh Neighbourhood Manager (SfC)
Phone: 0131 529 5005
E-mail: peter.strong@edinburgh.gov.uk

	
	

	Wards affected
	12 Leith Walk, 13 Leith 

	
	

	Single Outcome Agreement
	National Outcome 6 – We live longer, healthier lives.
National Outcome 8 – We have improved the life chances for children, young people and families at risk.

National Outcome 9 – We live our lives safe from crime, disorder and danger.

National Outcome 11 – We have strong, resilient and supportive  communities where people take responsibility for their own action s and how they affect others.

	
	

	Background Papers
	Leith Neighbourhood Partnership:
· Public Meeting 9 Sept 2009: Alcohol and its impact on the people in Leith – Discussion Outcomes.

· Business Meeting 24 Feb 2010 – Response from Action Groups.
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