Forth Neighbourhood Partnership

Children, Young People and Families Action Group

Meeting held on Thursday 15th April at Drylaw Police Station
Present:  
Chair: Tom Kerr – Trinity CC; Vicki Ridley – GYC; Gilly Hainsworth – Circle, Haven; Emma Davidson - Edinburgh University; Kirsten Muir – Haven; Paul James – CLD, C&F, CEC; Jane Rough – CEC, Early Years; Alison Cantly – CEC Community Safety; Fred Marinello – Granton & District Community Council; Shona Cormach – GYC; Tesfu Gessesse – CORE; Kelly Faughnan – CEC, Young Edinburgh; Dianna Dodd – Equalities, C&F; Inspector Maggie Lyle – L&B Police; Jim Pattison and Ashley Dodd – SFC. 
Apologies: 
Cllr Morris, Cllr Jackson, Christine MacKay and Derek Suttie, Children & Families; Patricia Jackson, NHS Lothian; Theresa Allison, NEC;Dougie Samuel and Kenny Cameron, Spartans.
	1. Minutes of Meeting 

Councillor Morris is still waiting for more information regarding security at Muirhouse Shopping Centre. She will report back if any progress is made. 
Vicki – Clarification of item 5 – The Street-Work project engages with young people across the Forth area, it does not just operate in Muirhouse. The main objective of the initiative is to tackle the problem of alcohol use among young people but the workers also discuss a variety of other issues with young people such as sexual health, smoking, substance use etc. 
Vicki - Clarification of item 7 – The funding for Just the Job will come to an end in July but the project will continue to run in the mean time and staff are looking to secure future funding. 

With regards to item 8 – Peter is yet to forward information about his organisation to Jim or Tom for distribution. 


	2. Matters Arising

No other matters arising.


	3. Presentation on new Hate Crime legislation and implication for Forth – Diana Dodds, Children & Families Equality Officer. 
Diana Dodds gave a presentation about the occurrence of hate crimes in Edinburgh and the introduction of a new act aimed at tackling this problem. The main points were as follows:
· A large proportion of hate crimes reported in the city are racially motivated  (about 86%) including verbal abuse, vandalism, harassment and minor assault. 

· Victims tend to be Asian or White European adult males and offenders are most likely to be white British males between the ages of 8 and 24.

· Although the majority of hate crimes are racially motivated, other groups are at risk of being victimised. The Offences (Aggravation by Prejudice) (Scotland) Act 2009 came into effect from the 24th March 2010 and extends protection in place to disabled people and people who are lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender. 

· About 28% of all reported hate crimes are carried out in the North of Edinburgh. However, most hate crimes are never reported so actual crime levels may be much higher than the figures suggest. 

· Victims are being encouraged to make use of remote reporting centres throughout the city as an alternative to police reporting. A conference has been arranged for 21st May aimed at finding was to improve and promote the service. For more info please contact Rachael.craik@edinburgh.gov.uk or PC Cathy Duguid 469 5425. 

· Improvements have already been made to remote reporting with the distribution of leaflets containing detailed information about all of the organisations offering support. However, the number of people making use of these facilities could still be increased. 

· Schools are very much involved in preventing hate crimes through education. All teachers have access to training through the English as an Additional Language service. Children are being issued with “Keeping Myself Safe” packs which include real life stories from other children. 

· There is a strong link in Royston/Wardieburn areas between CORE and the Community Police working together to tackle hate crimes. 

· Developments grants are available to combat racism in football through www.kickitout.org. 

Maggie pointed out that there can be some problems with how crimes are perceived when being reported. For example, if a coloured person reports vandalism to his car, the police officer may just assume that the damage was racially motivated and record this as a hate crime. Or the same can happen in reverse meaning that the hate crime goes unrecorded. 
Tesfu agrees that there have been major improvements in police work and education in the last 10 years but more still needs to be done. The area is experiencing a new influx of people from all over the world who may not be aware of the customs in this country or the procedures in place to help them. CORE have been looking into the introduction of projects similar to those that were being used 15 years ago in order to provide information and assistance to people newly arriving in the area. 



	4. North Edinburgh Street-Work Project

Shona gave a report on the activities of Street-Work. Figures from the first quarter were handed out at the meeting and in future Vicki will provide these reports to Jim to be distributed to everyone on the mailing list. Action: Vicki & Jim. 
· The project was launched in January and aimed to tackle the issue of young people drinking alcohol in the streets. The team have been well received by young people across the north of Edinburgh and have not only been chatting about alcohol use but issues of sexual health, racism, drugs, crime and violence. 

· Everyone on the team has been given brief intervention training. When they speak to young people on the streets they try and identify the root causes of problems they are dealing with. A record is kept for every young person spoken to and if they are perceived as being at risk, in need of protection or child welfare, information can be passed on to Children & Families.


	5. Edinburgh Young Scot – Supporting Decision Making and Access to Services

Kelly gave a presentation on the results of the Viewfinder3 summary report 2008 and what this research can tell us about the young people living in Forth. The main findings were as follows:
· 1065 young people living in Forth participated in the survey and they came from a wide variety of backgrounds representative of the make-up of the area. 

· The report showed that young people were worried about health and wellbeing with 26% stating that health issues worry them a lot. Young people would like more information/advice about mental health and they would like more support in managing emotions and dealing with loneliness. 

· Less than the average number of participants stated that they like the area where they live highlighting the need to improve local environments. The participants also stated that they would be keen to get involved in improvements to local areas. 
· The participants were also less likely to feel safe walking alone at night and more likely to worry about crime than other young people in Edinburgh. 

Emma confirmed that the information in the study is owned by Edinburgh Council so further breakdowns can be done making it easier to compare data sets. 

Tom would like this topic to feature as a regular item on the agenda and would like feedback from members at future meetings. Action: Jim
The report is available from www.youngedinburgh.org


	6. Forth NP Public Meeting 30th April – Young People Focus

Tom gave a brief update on the public meeting. Preparation is going well, Tom is expecting a large turn out and local high schools have committed to sending representatives from their youth councils. Posters and leaflets for the event were distributed at the meeting. 


	7. Muirhouse Library

Paul reported that members of the Craigroyston Pupil Council were worried that other children were being prevented from using the library because they felt intimidated. 
However, Alison reported that the situation seems to have improved significantly. Several young people had been issued with month long bans from the library and even now that the bans have come to an end, the trouble does not seem to have returned. This progress has been further reinforced by the introduction of permanent staff who are tackling the problem together with the police and CST. 

Maggie pointed out that with the recent good weather the children may have found somewhere else to go and that they may return to the library and cause further problems in the future. All were agreed that activities at the library must be closely monitored going forward. 

The library has also been awarded a grant of £149, 000 from the European Social Fund which will be used to fund employment initiatives. It is also hoped that some of the money can be used to improve library facilities and refurbish some of the building. 


	8. Reports from Over 12’s and under 12’s sub groups.
Over 12’s Reported by Vicki:
· The launch of the Street-work project, linking in with PYCP and MYDG has gone well and it has been seen as a useful addition to existing youth work across the city. 

· It has nearly been a year since the start of this collaboration between the three agencies and a review of the service will be carried out soon. This will look at the issue of funding and how resources are shared. 
Under 12’s
· There is a transition programme in place for children moving from primary school into secondary school but it is not clear how this is handled by different schools in the area. Tom would like an update on how the transition is handled by different schools to be included in the agenda for the next meeting. Action: Jim. 

· Jane informed that the next Early Years meeting is due to be held in May. They have also been organising various courses for parents in the area and information about them has been distributed via the forum.


	9. Partner Information Sharing
Jim has had a meeting with Karen McKay – Edinburgh Leisure are keen to engage with the Neighbourhood Partnership and Jim will include Karen in the action group mailing list. 
Fred gave a brief update on the regeneration work. Good progress is being made with regards to the demolition work. Muirhouse Crescent has now been completely demolished. Fred stressed the importance of keeping the library central to the new community as building work and regeneration progress. He also stressed the importance of engaging with local shopkeepers regarding the supply of alcohol and cigarettes to young people in the area. 
Gillie mentioned planning for the summer programme provision and Tom and Fred asked what was being arranged across the whole of the Forth ward - not just the Pilton/Muirhouse side.  Paul agreed to provide information including what provision was going to be made available from the Trinity side westwards. Action:Paul


	10. AOB

Tom suggested that members should start thinking about the way forward for the action group – e.g. new members or agencies to be involved. Please direct any suggestions or referrals to Tom.



	11. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 27th May, 2pm @ Granton Youth Centre. 
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