FORTH NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP

CLEAN GREEN & SAFE ACTION GROUP
19th February 2008
MINUTES 

Present: Chair: George Gordon, Royston/Wardieburn Community Council; Thomas Brown Drylaw/Telford Community Council; George Taylor & Betty McVay, Tenants in Pilton; Clive Preston, Trinity Community Council; Ian Gourlay, Police; Heather MacNaughton, CastleRock Edinvar HA; Brenda Tonner, Muirhouse Housing Association; Ian Stewart, North Edinburgh Trust; Martha Thom, Muirhouse/Salvesen Community Council; Lana Kelly & Alistair Burnett,  West Pilton/West Granton Community Council; Ruth Stanley, SfC Community Safety; Steven Cuthill, SfC Environmental Services; John McFarlane, SfC Street Lighting.

Minutes: Elaine Mill, SfC Neighbourhood Partnerships
Apologies: Larke Adger, West Granton Housing Co-op;  Andrea Curley, Manor Estates; Alyson Cameron, Trinity Community Council; Mike Avery, SfC Housing & Regeneration; Joan Turner, Royston/Wardieburn Community Council; Euan Dollar, Dunedin Canmore Housing Association; Norman Duncan, Muirhouse/Salvesen Community Council; 
1.
Minutes of Meeting

The minutes of the meeting on 14th January were accepted as an accurate record.

2.
Progress on CG&S discussions at Community Councils and Housing Associations
· Royston Wardieburn CC meeting on 19th March to discuss priorities.

· West Granton/West Pilton CC meeting on 11th March to discuss priorities.

· Muirhouse/Salvesen CC meeting with Jimmy Butler to discuss.
· Trinity CC consulting with Trinity Academy students before finalising priorities.

· Muirhouse HA will send a letter to tenants next week including information and asking for feedback on CG&S priorities for them.

· Castlerock Edinvar HA priorities are 1. Anti-social behaviour - Youth Engagement strategy.  2. Development of Green Space.  3. Physical Regeneration

3.
Dog Fouling Initiative

This initiative involving additional Environmental Wardens from other parts of the City and the CCTV mobile unit, Community Safety Officers and Police Officers started on Tuesday 12th February for one day per week over a 10 week period to have a ‘crackdown’ on identified problem areas.  2 or 3 areas will be targeted during the course of each day.  An article was written for the North Edinburgh News.  STV and BBC news and Radio highlighted the launch and a documentary TV crew will be filming one of the days.  It is hoped that this will inform people that dog fouling is not acceptable.

An email was received from Wardie Bay Residents Association asking if this McKelvie Parade/Lower Granton Road could be included in the initiative.  Request also for SfC to clean up the Wardie Bay area.  Email copied to RS and SC.

Action: RS/SC


BMcV asked again if a letter could be sent to tenants informing them that back green areas are not for dog fouling.  Some tenants let their dogs out regularly and don’t clear up the mess.









Action: RS
4.
Lighting update

John McFarlane explained that lighting problems are sometimes due to underground cabling problems or other problems outwith their control which can cause delays in repairs.  Parks lighting has been separate from street lighting, however it is proposed to combine the two in future.  John advised that the lighting in West Pilton Park which has been a problem for several years will be assessed and he will feed back results at the next meeting.







Action: JMcF/SC

John reported that the lights at the foot of Pennywell Road, opposite the demolition site were repaired on Saturday.  Some of the group thought they were still out.  This will be checked out.








Action: SC

5.
Trees


Concerns raised re the amount of vandalism to new trees being planted.  It was suggested that perhaps it would be better to plant larger trees which are harder to uproot.  GG suggested we invite a Council Officer dealing with tree planting to the next meeting.








Action: SC
5.
Private Landlords Update

Mike Avery met with other managers from the private rented sector on 5th February to discuss how best to engage with Private Landlords.  They agreed to work on a proposal to set up a Pilot Forum.

Concerns raised re amount of furniture etc being dumped outside private lets on a regular basis.  3 Ferry Road Place was noted as a particular problem currently and RS was asked to follow this up.





Action: RS


It was agreed to have a general discussion on rubbish collection, fly tipping etc at the next meeting.







Action: GG/RS

7.
Update on Police and Partnership Working


Ian Gourlay reported that there has been a reduction in reported crime figures in most areas, with the exception of Trinity/Inverleith where there has been an increase in youth crime.  Police have been focussing on this area on Friday nights, in particular, when alcohol induced crime is a problem.


Plans to carry out a “test purchasing” programme with young people under 18 attempting to purchase alcohol.  Plain clothes police will be present in the shop and youths are not allowed to lie about their age, if asked by proprietor.  Proprietors will be given a second chance if they are caught selling alcohol to under age youths.  If they are caught twice they will be prosecuted.   
8.
Community Safety Survey 2007


Invite Jackie Doig to the next meeting to give feedback from the city wide survey.













Action: RS

9.
Items from Forth Neighbourhood Partnership Meeting

GG reported that the Area Board is winding up at the end of this financial year. Peter Strong advised that future funding of approx £300k will now be through the Clean Green & Safe Action Group.  
10.
Date of next meeting and schedule for 2008

The next meeting is on Tuesday 25th March 2008 at 2.30pm in NELO, 8 West Pilton Gardens.

It was agreed to hold meetings on the last Tuesday of each month, alternating between afternoon and evening.  All meetings in 8 West Pilton Gardens.

2008 Schedule of Meetings

Tuesday 1st April at 2.30pm


Tuesday 29th April at 6.30pm

Tuesday 27th May at 2.30pm


Tuesday 24th June at 6.30pm


Tuesday 29th July at 2.30pm


Tuesday 26th August at 6.30pm


Tuesday 30th September at 2.30pm


Tuesday 28th October at 6.30pm


Tuesday 25th November at 2.30pm
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