FORTH NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP

CLEAN GREEN & SAFE ACTION GROUP
30 September 2008
MINUTES 

Present: Chair: George Gordon, Royston/Wardieburn Community Council; Ian Stewart, North Edinburgh Trust; Lana Kelly, West Granton/West Pilton Community Council; George Taylor, Tenants & Residents in Pilton; Donald Martin, Muirhouse H.A.; Mandy Rudden, SfC; Ruth Stanley, SfC Community Safety; Mike Avery, SfC Housing and Regeneration;
Minutes: Elaine Mill, SfC Neighbourhood Partnerships Team
Apologies: Joan Turner, Royston/Wardieburn Community Council; Sgt Ian Gourlay, Lothian and Borders Police. Neil Ward, Castlerock Edinvar Housing Association; Steven Cuthill, SfC Environmental Services; Larke Adger, West Granton Housing Association
1.
Minutes of Meeting

The minutes of the meeting on 19th August  were accepted with the following amendment:
Mike Avery disagreed with item 3 and advised he was not actioned to address gaps in membership. 
2.
Letter regarding Strada Development

RS circulated correspondence re this with a draft response which Ruth will send on behalf of the Action Group.  Ian Stewart will provide Ruth with an address for the reply.
Action: RS/IS
3.
Gaps in Membership – outreach and consultation

This was an action item for Mike Avery, who was unable to attend the meeting. Item continued to the next meeting.
4.         Update on Police and Community Safety Joint Working
· Community Safety Concierge hotspot patrols – mostly quiet, some youths, insecure voids reported.

· August TAC report – overall crime is at 703, 3 year average is 971

· Youth calls 350, 3 year average is 463. These include youths  throwing stones at passers by and vehicles, youths drinking alcohol, youths on motorbikes. We recently had a day of action with the off road bikes – at least one was stopped. 

· Vandalisms are 156, 3 year average is 237. Has been falling steadily – was 241 in April, down each month since then. Motor vehicles are the subject of 82 of these. Muirhouse reports high levels of vandalism and youth calls. An operation ran on Friday 26 September, 1800-2200 – joint patrols by CSOs and NAU, and the CCTV van was deployed. There were no youth calls in the area that evening. This operation will be repeated in the very near future. Wardieburn Road and Granton Crescent have also reported significant numbers – given attention by NAU.

· Auto offences 133 from 142. Mostly Leith, but also thefts from cars in East Pilton Farm.

· Domestic HBs have increased from 53 to 66 – mostly outside Forth. Business HBs down. 

· Slight increase in violent crime in August but at the 3 year average of 21. Minor assaults down from a 3 year average of 67 to 44.


GG asked if the NAU could inform him of what took place in the Granton Crescent area on Monday evening as roads were closed off and there was a heavy police presence.  RS will check this out.






Action: RS


GG also asked why CCTV cameras in West Granton Crescent and West Granton Road dropped down.  Ruth will check this out.




Action:RS


Special Patrols will be operating in the following areas:

· Pennywell Shopping Centre

· Muirhouse Avenue

· Muirhouse Gardens

· Muirhouse Crescent

· Granton Crescent

· Pennywell Medway

· Muirhouse Way – fly tipping

The next TAC meeting is next week so there is no update since our August meeting.
5.
Update on Private Landlords Forum
GG advised that a private landlord, Keith Wood was interested in attending.  EM phoned D.G. Alexander and sent an email to Keith Wood inviting him to this meeting but did not receive a response.  MA said they have been unable to get any private landlords to engage and suggested running an information stall for private landlords at a future FNP Public Meeting to raise awareness amongst them of the additional Council services they could be using.
Advertise Council Services in the Outlook.  Several members suggested advertising in NEN, however funding for this would have to be cleared with Peter Strong.  GT and GG both advised their respective residents/tenants group and community council would be willing to cover the cost of an advert in NEN.
6.
Update on Street Litter Campaign

RS advised that the wardens are overstretched at present to run “Keep Scotland Beautiful” campaign.  Once a couple more are in post this may be possible.  Concerns raised re litter outside shops and how this should be tackled.  Should we just be targeting shops who should be clearing litter outside their premises?  Consider Awards for being clean and tidy.  Enforcement notices for those not adhering to the law.

Check with Steven Cuthill re placing of additional bins outside the Medical and Dental Centres and at Muirhouse Shopping Centre and the pathway between Craigroyston High School and the shops.


Suggest a Schools campaign where kids pick up the litter after lunch.

 7.
NEP Programme


The Neighbourhood Environment Programme are inviting bids from members of the community to build a bank of project proposals which could be carried over into the next financial year.  Currently have 28 project proposals.  Halcrow Environmental Consultants have been appointed to look at 3 project proposals for West Pilton.

EM will forward copies of the Bid Form to the group.



Action: EM
8
Any other business
8.1
Steven Cuthill submitted a Transport Infrastructure & Environment application for funds and has been awarded £700,000 to April 2009, for additional street cleaning and open space improvements.  Expect to see substantial improvements by end of November 2008. It is proposed to extend the contracts for the temp gardeners and street cleaning crews whose contracts are at an end.
8.2
One Year Celebration

RS suggested we invite community groups for drinks to celebrate the completion of the first year of the CG&S Action Group.  An invitation list will be compiled.  GG suggested that the elected members should be invited and perhaps join up with the Physical Regeneration Action Group.  Ruth will do a presentation of achievements.

Action: RS/GG

8.3
Agenda Item


GG asked that an additional standing item on the agenda should be


“Update Action Plan”  RS agreed.





      Action: RS/GG
8.4
Chair of Group

George advised the group that if he is elected as a Councillor at the local elections in November, a new Chair will be required for the Clean, Green & Safe Action Group, as an elected member of the Council cannot chair the Action Group.  He asked the Community Councils to start considering who should replace him.

Action: All
9.
Date of next meeting


The next meeting is on Tuesday 11th November at 2.30pm in NELO, 8 West Pilton Gardens.

Future dates are:

Tuesday 13th January 2009 at 6.30pm.
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