FORTH NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP

CLEAN GREEN & SAFE ACTION GROUP
27th May 2008
MINUTES 

Present: Chair: George Gordon, Royston/Wardieburn Community Council; Ian Stewart, North Edinburgh Trust; Lana Kelly, West Granton/West Pilton Community Council; Kevin Milner, Environmental Wardens; Euan Dollar, Dunedin Canmore Housing Association; Ian Gourlay, Police; Ruth Stanley, SfC Community Safety; Martha Thom, Muirhouse Salvesen CC; Mike Avery, SfC Housing & Regeneration;
Minutes: Elaine Mill, SfC Neighbourhood Partnerships
Apologies: Clive Preston, Trinity Community Council; George Taylor & Robert Williams, Tenants in Pilton; Libby Gunn, Wardie Bay Residents Assoc; Joan Turner, Royston/Wardieburn Community Council; Heather MacNaughton, CastleRock Edinvar HA; Larke Adger, West Granton Housing Co-op;  Brenda Tonner, Muirhouse Housing Association; Steven Cuthill, SfC Environmental Services;
1.
Minutes of Meeting

The minutes of the meeting on 29th April were accepted.  Proposed by Mike Avery and seconded by Ian Stewart.
2.
Progress on Clean Green & Safe Action Plan
1. Ruth Stanley distributed an Action Plan table for updating progress.  
2. It has been agreed that that the Task Force will deal with on-street rubbish and the Community Concierges will deal with Back Greens and communal areas.   Currently carrying out one-off clear ups where the Council write to residents informing them they will have to pay for future cleanups or may be fined by Environmental Wardens for dumping rubbish.

3. GG is still keen to contact HBOS re funding for local issues.  IS to get contact name from Ian Cooke.








Action: IS
4. A crime prevention initiative was discussed at the joint meeting with Police and Community Safety Team.

5. MA advised that they are carrying out an audit to identify blocks entirely housing Council tenants  to begin a work programme upgrading the fabric of the building, rhones, gutters and down pipes.

6. CCTV cameras on Crewe Road North should be powered by mid-June.  RS advised that they are looking into the possibility of training up Community Safety Officers to use the City in View facility on an occasional basis to monitor particular problem areas.  Agreement is required to train up staff for this purpose.

7. There is still no clear picture of local devolved budgets as so many changes and transfers taking place within the Council.

3.
Community Safety Briefing – guide to services

RS circulated a draft sample of an information brochure on Community Safety services.  Ruth had added a draft of proposed wording for the North Edinburgh copy of this brochure changing some of the wording to plain English to make it more understandable to the general public.

Some discussion around how to contact the Neighbourhood Action police officers.  IG advised that although they are paid by SfC they should only be contacted via the police telephone number as they are not often at their desks in the West Pilton office.  The number to contact police at any time is 0131 311 3131 or alternatively for local issues Sgt Ian Gourlay can be contacted by email on ian.gourlay@lbp.pnn.police.uk
4.
Environmental Wardens update


Kevin Milner gave an update on specific areas in Forth Ward which he had been asked to patrol.  Photographic evidence was taken to back up his findings.  KM advised he had issued 2 fixed penalties for fly tipping in Muirhouse Avenue.  


Grierson Crescent – nothing identifiable


Granton School – nothing identifiable


Ferry Road Drive and Ferry Road Avenue have had one-off clear-ups carried out in the back green and communal areas of owner/occupiers.


If you want to report any local issues you can contact Kevin by email on k.milner@edinburgh.gov.uk or telephone 526 5066.

5.
Police and Partnership Working Update

Ruth Stanley gave an update on the latest performance figures from Lothian and Borders Police for the Forth area. 

In summary, these were:

April 2007 – Mar 2008

Violence



Last year 107
This year 100
Down 7%

Sexual crimes



Last year 45

This year 47

Up 4%

Crimes involving dishonesty

Last year 1420
This year 1291
Down 9%

Fire raising, malicious mischief
Last year 1093
This year 994
Down 9%

Other crimes (incl drugs)

Last year 639
This year 375
Down 41%

Performance figures are provided each month on the Lothian and Borders Police website at  http://www.lbp.police.uk/freedom-of-information/pl_performance.asp 

Figures for the period from April -May 2008 have since been posted and are as follows:

Violence



Last year 18

This year 14

Down 22%

Sexual crimes


Last year 10

This year 10

Down 0%

Crimes involving dishonesty
Last year 206
This year 203
Down 1%

Fire raising, malicious mischief
Last year 155
This year 188
Up 21%

Other crimes (incl drugs)

Last year 85

This year 89

Up 5%

Housing and police have been collating complaints from both services on drug problems within stairs to get a clearer picture of activity.
Paul James highlighted that there is no Youth provision in the Trinity area.  It is intended to concentrate street work with youths in this area.

Poster Campaign
Ian Gourlay reported that he had given Telford College students the challenge of producing a poster campaign on young people and alcohol, highlighting the fact that older youths often purchase alcohol for under-age young people.  Posters produced highlight the vandalism caused by drunken youths and the fines that may be imposed on those who purchase alcohol for under age drinkers.  The police had hoped to publicise this campaign, however it does not fit with their new corporate image and it was agreed that Forth Neighbourhood Partnership would be asked to take this forward through the Clean Green & Safe Action Group.  IG will take the posters back for some modification prior to having them printed.  They will be distributed to all local licensees, community groups, libraries etc.  A suggestion for the future was to consider advertising on buses/bus shelters or bill boards.  EM suggested Val Whitefield could help with the publicity.








Action: IG/GG
5.
Membership of Neighbourhood Environmental Projects Funding Group

The following will form part of this group along with nominated reps from Physical Regeneration Action Group:

George Gordon, George Taylor, Lana Kelly, Ian Gourlay, Mike Avery and Mandy Rudden.


This group will meet monthly. The first meeting is on Monday 16th June at 6.30pm in NELO, 8 West Pilton Gardens.







6.
6 monthly review of Clean Green & Safe Action Group

Ian Stewart will work with George Gordon and Ruth Stanley to set up a review process for the next meeting.
7.
Date of next meeting and schedule for 2008

The next meeting is on Tuesday 24th June at 6.30pm in NELO, 8 West Pilton Gardens.

2008 Schedule of Meetings

Tuesday 29th July at 2.30pm

Tuesday 26th August at 6.30pm

Tuesday 30th September at 2.30pm
Tuesday 28th October at 6.30pmTuesday 25th November at 2.30pm
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