Neighbourhood Environmental Programme
Meeting

19th January 2009

Present: Chair: Steven Cuthill, Services for Communities;  George Gordon & Fred Marinello, Royston Wardieburn Community Council; Lana Kelly, West Pilton/West Granton Community Council; Patricia Brindle, Trinity Community Council; Brenda Tonner, Muirhouse Housing Association; Mandy Rudden and Elaine Mill, Services for Communities

Apologies: George Taylor, Tenants in Pilton; Betty Stevenson, Muirhouse Salvesen Community Council; Mark Rodgers, SfC
1.
Minutes of Meeting

The minutes of 1st December were agreed as a correct record – proposed by George Gordon and seconded by Lana Kelly.

2.
Matters Arising.
2.1
SC will write to Buccleuch Estates requesting a clean up of their land adjacent to Wardie Steps once he gets feedback from the Environmental Wardens.  PB mentioned that much of the fencing in this area on Granton Road is broken, creating a danger to pedestrians due to the steep drop from the footpath.
2.2
Halcrow Consultants still to meet with Lana.  Mandy met with Lana to discuss a revised plan which meets with Lana’s approval.

3.
Update on Current Projects


MR circulated an update.


6 projects are completed

4 committed to funding and are in process.

3 being costed

Student Council reps from Trinity High School made a presentation to the Clean Green & Safe Action Group raising their concerns re the poor lighting in Victoria Park. There is no lighting through the middle of the park and they are suggesting we consider installing lights in this area between the 2 playgrounds from Newhaven Road over to the School.  MR will get back to Trinity High School towards mid February and arrange to meet with reps and carry out a site visit.  Graeme Gow, police officer and reps from Trinity Community Council will also be invited.

Concerns from residents re ball court lighting and anti-social behaviour in this area.  SC advised that the light had been tampered with, but this problem should now be resolved.  The ball court was in place prior to the housing development, however residents feel it should have been relocated once the development was built.  SC suggests setting up a “Friends of Victoria Park” group to try to address some of the  issues.

Projects in Progress:
Project 102  Improve Lighting Lanterns

The lamp columns within the park are not suitable for the mobile CCTV units, however those at both entrances are okay.

Project 104 Repair/Replace Gulley in Boswall Parkway

Work still to be carried out.

Project 105 Mobile CCTV Cameras/Enable Lamposts

1. Many of the lamp columns in problem areas identified are not suitable for mobile CCTV. MR circulated a list of suitable sites and asked for any additional areas to consider.

2. Strada area/Pilton Drive North

3. Muirhouse Green

4. Lower Granton Road at Wardie Bay area

5. East Pilton Park

6. Liaise with street lighting to discuss CCTV capabilities in new developments

City in View are sending details of permanent CCTV in the area.
Project 143 Small Roads Projects

Neil McFarlane is dealing with identified areas.  Info circulated at a previous meeting.

Projects for commission:

Some of these projects are coming in considerably higher than the estimates and therefore the full spend is now achieved for 08/09 with the remainder of the projects being carried over to the 09/10 Project Bank
Project 98  Improve Parking Areas in Ferry Road Drive/West Pilton Grove

Some concern from LK who advised that CastleRock Edinvar plan to take over the parking areas.  SC & MR are not aware of this and will check out with Mark.











Action: SC/MR
Project 141
Upgrade Communal Back Area at Ferry Rd Dve/West Pilton St &Terr

Plans to install a ball park and two play areas, one with climbing equipment for older children and an area for under 5’s.  Due to the amount of rubbish removal required it has been agreed to create a mound area in the centre to reduce the cost of removal.
4.
New Projects to be considered in 09/10

4.1
Wardieburn Place East/West (Central Island)


Carried out positive consultation with residents who identified the following needs/desires

· Play area

· Recycling area

· Safe routes to school

· colour

Invite Halcrow to update on this at a future meeting.

Action: MR
4.2
Upgrade surrounding area at Inchgarvie/Inchcolm Court


Proposed plan to create a community garden between the blocks rather than planting in areas surrounding the blocks which get very little sunshine and are very windy.


Suggested using some form of gravel or coloured paving to soften the surrounds.


Carry out consultation with residents.

4.3
Pennywell Environment Project

Shrubs planted are too big and now overgrown.  It has been agreed to remove all the overgrown plants and introduce some seating and possibly widen the footpath.

4.4
Boswall Crescent/Boswall Drive Fencing Upgrade

4.5
Traffic Calming at Lufra Bank


Roads budget

4.6
Replace Fencing at Crewe Road Gardens

4.7
Remove damaged traffic calming

4.8
Boswall Terrace Parking Bays

All community reps should check out with their Community Councils for new proposals to add to the Project Bank for 09/10.




Action: CC reps

Email copies of the Suggestions Form to group.


Action:EM

BT asked if we would consider a joint project with Muirhouse Housing Association to address the litter problem in Muirhouse Park and Muirhouse Close.  SC asked BT to submit a proposal form and MR will arrange a meeting with Margaret Williamson of Waste Services to take this forward.

MR will score the current proposals in the 09/10 Project Bank and bring this to the next meeting to consider the criteria used in this process.



Action: MR

5.
Any Other Business

George Gordon suggested we need to highlight all the positive work that has been done in 08/09.  Possibly advertise in Outlook.  SC will speak to Martina re using Val Whitefield for communications.
6.
Date of next meeting

The next meeting is on Monday 2nd March 2009 at 6pm in North Edinburgh Local Office, 8 West Pilton Gardens.
