FORTH NEIGHOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP

Physical Regeneration 

Action Group Meeting

18Th March 2010
Present: Fred Marinello, Granton & District Community Council (Chair); Mark Rodgers and Katie Ward, SfC Housing & Regeneration; Stuart Baird, HPS; Wendy Farmer. Dunedin Canmore; Diana Harvies, Places for people; Tom Kerr, Trinity Community Council; Tracy Sinclair, Safedem. 
1.
Welcome and introductions.

Fred Marinello welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2.
Apologies.

Brenda Tonner, MHA; David Maggs, W’Front Edinburgh; Michael Thain, SFC, Gerry Gillies, West Granton HC; Ann Confrey, Proscot; Patricia Brindle & Ken Jobling, Trinity CC; Ian Murray CEC. 

3. Minutes of previous meeting.
Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed.
Matters Arising. 
· A large map of the area has been produced as requested by Patricia at previous meeting. This can be used to highlight areas of regeneration and major planning applications. Mark will update the map for next meeting. Action: Mark.
· Fred mentioned that he would still like a representative from the health board to be involved in future meetings as the new health centre will be a major part of the redevelopment. 

4. Update on Crewe Road West and Royston Regeneration
         Stuart gave an update on work being carried out and progress made to date.
Crewe Road
· Work commenced in October and has progressed well. Bad weather has led to some delays however, work to roofs and walls is 95% complete and expected to be finished within the next few weeks. 

· Once the pilot work is complete and the total cost finalised, remaining owners can be notified. They can be offered support and individual payment plans if they agree to work being carried out. 
· It is hoped that seeing the completed work will help to persuade owners that investing in the work will help to improve the quality of their property and increase future sales price. 

· Going forward, the council has placed bid to carry out refurbishment work on the final two parts of the deck access block in 2010/11. Thereafter, work will continue to be carried out where budgets allow. 
Royston / Wardieburn
· Work on external fabric repairs, roofing and improved insulation ahs been completed on two blocks and is due to be extended to other blocks. 
· Ariels have been installed in each stair which can be used by all residents for digital and satellite TV. This will prevent the need for multiple satellite dishes on the exterior of buildings. The cost of this is approximately £30 per flat but will see long term benefits. Mark would like to see this installed as standard across the city when work is being carried out. 
· There are still ten blocks each with one owner who needs to sign up to improvement works. Hopefully seeing the benefits from completed work will help to get them on board. Feedback from tenants in finished blocks has been very positive – insulation has saved them money on heating etc. 
· There are plans to compare EPC before and after improvements have been carried out as further proof that property value and saleability has been increased by work.
5.
Update on Pennywell / Muirhouse Regeneration
Tracy from Safedem gave an update on demolition progress. 
· Demolition work has been progressing well – Phase 1 has been completed in Muirhouse Avenue and Muirhouse Way, three blocks have been completed in West Pilton and partial demolitions have been carried out at Muirhouse Crescent without affecting Scottish Power supplies to other properties.

· However, there have been some problems with Scottish Power arranging disconnection dates for certain blocks and this has slowed progress. Safedem are in talks with Scottish Power and disconnection dates are being negotiated. 
· Some complaints have been received from the school about kids hanging around the buildings that are waiting to be demolished at West Pilton Crescent. These have been disconnected already so the process of demolition should be fairly quick when work gets under way.
· In the mean time, Tracy will arrange to meet the school pupils after the Easter break and try to dissuade them from entering any building sites. Action: Tracy.
5. Any Other Business
Katie gave us an update on proposals for the new building developments in Pennywell.
· The second round of public consultation ended on the 5th March. The majority of people wanted to know when they will be rehoused, why the council is carrying out the building work and if they lived in the area before, can they move back when the new buildings are complete. 

· The plan at the moment is to try and maximise housing rather than flats and to try and keep buildings to a maximum of four floors. 

· Details have yet to be finalised but will be completed before final planning application is submitted. Plans are available in the library at the moment but some details may still be changed. Copies of the plans to be sent to Tom. Action: Katie. 
· Katie also reported that Craigroyston school is due to be demolished.  Tendering at the moment but should be cleared by the end of the year and building on some plots should begin in 2011.

· Katie will circulate link for planning portal when this is up and running. Action: Katie. 
Tom raised concerns about the impact that the new building development would have for residents who are already living in the area.
· He feels that there has been a lack of information about the Fort House redevelopment available to parents and families in the area. He is worried that if more families with young children are moving into the area after being displaced from Fort House, this could mean that there would not be enough places at Trinity Primary School to cater for demand. 

· Katie explained that communication has so far been aimed mainly at tenants who are being directly affected by the demolition but more information will be made to the wider community as progress with plans and building work is made. 

· Mark mentioned that his experience tends to suggest that most people moving out of Fort House will stay close to the area if possible, however, this cannot be guaranteed. More detailed information about the households that have already moved can be provided if necessary.

Wendy raised some questions about the area surrounding a new development by Dunedin Canmore.

· Are the blocks around Royston Mains Crescent due to be refurbished?

· Stuart advised that the council does plan to spread regeneration throughout the city where practical and as budgets allow. Stuart will specifically look into Royston Mains Crescent in more detail and report back. Action: Stuart. 
· Wendy also wanted to know whether a particularly badly potholed stretch of road next to their development can be resurfaced as it is affecting the look of the area in its current condition. Advised to contact Neil McFarlane NELO Roads Manager in the first place to see if this can be fixed. 

· The Dunedin Canmore development is due for completion in July 2011 and it was proposed that this should appear on the agenda as a separate issue at a future meeting. Wendy agreed to attend the first meeting after the summer break to give a presentation about the development. Action: Wendy.
6.
Date of Next Meeting


The next meeting is on Thursday 6th May at 6pm in North Edinburgh Local Office. 
