Forth Neighbourhood Partnership

Health & Social Care Action Group on 10th February 2010
at North Edinburgh Local Office, 8 West Pilton Gardens

Attendees: Chair: Dave Hewitt, PCHP; Angela Cusack, Children Inc; George Gordon, Granton & District Comunity Council; Frances Durie, PEP; Cathy Wood, NHS Lothian; Adil Ibrahim, BCDP; Penny Richardson, PROP; Faye Allan, Community Renewal; Dr Dione Davidson, Muirhouse Medical Centre; Jim Pattison, Services for Communities.

Apologies: Jackie McKenna, Danny Campbell, Theo Hidalgo.
1.  
Minutes 

Minutes from previous meeting were agreed. 
2.
Matters Arising
Stress Management Support Framework have only signed up 8 organisations so far and there is room for more. Dave to contact PEP with more information and see if they may be able to participate. 
3.
Health Information Initiative
Dave - The Health Information Initiative has not as yet been able to secure any funding.
· It was thought that some funding could come from excess budget in SFC but this has not been the case.

· Providing a Health Information in the Community Package will take about £8,000 to fund and an application for this money has now been submitted to the Social Capital fund.

· A meeting regarding the issue of funding was due to take place between Cllr Cammy Day and the Health Executive has been cancelled. Now waiting for meeting to be re-scheduled.
· Cathy would like this item to remain on the agenda for an update at the next meeting. 

4.
Proposed Networking Event - Update
Cathy updated on the organising of a Speed Networking event which would give organisations the chance to get together and explain the role that they play in the local community. This will be followed by a summer fair which will be open to the public. 
· The main purpose of the project is to get organisations to work together and support each other in order to provide the best possible service to local people.

· The idea would be for one representative from each organisation to attend (15-20 organisations) and to have a couple of minutes one-on-one with a representative from each of the other organisations to explain what they do and exchange ideas. By the end of the event, everyone will have had the chance to speak to a person from each of the different organisations. 
· A provisional letter of invitation and an application form have been drafted and were circulated at the meeting. The final list of invitations has yet to be confirmed.

· Angela has made a provisional booking for the event on the 24th March from 10am – 1pm at the West Pilton Neighbourhood Centre. Jim to confirm booking.
· A provisional date has been set for the summer fair on the 26th June at Telford College from 10am – 1:30pm. Jim to make enquiries and report back.
· Meeting to arrange details for networking event and summer fair arranged for Monday 15th February at 2pm in NELO. Everyone welcome to come along and get involved. 

5.
Alcohol Communications Funding
Jim attended meeting – Engaging With Parents and Carers on 14th of January. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the use of funding which has become available through the Scottish Government.
· A proposal was put forwards to host two events, in Forth and Leith aimed at encouraging the parents and carers of young people to express their views and ideas on how to tackle the problem of young people and alcohol.
· Proposed action notes were circulated at the meeting.

· Angela pointed out that young people with alcohol problems are often influenced by parents or carers with alcohol problems – should the event be aimed solely at parents / carers or should the children also be involved?

· A planning group will be arranged to discuss ideas and suggestions, if anyone is interested please contact Christine McKay.
6. Muirhouse Partnership Centre
After a meeting with David Small it has been announced that plans for the Neighbourhood Partnership Centre have been put on hold due to a lack of development in the Waterfront area.
· The group expressed concern that the plans are being reconsidered at this late stage as the whole redevelopment has been planned around the Centre. 
· The CHP are holding a meeting in the afternoon to discuss the matter. Dave to brief Irene on questions to be put forward at the meeting and hopefully clarify what is meant by “on hold” and provide some kind of timescale. 

· If further clarification is required after the meeting, Dave will write a letter to the chair of the CHP with copies to all relevant organisations.
7. North West Edinburgh Mental Health
Cathy expressed concerns about the lack of connection between statutory and non-statutory mental health care. A meeting was held on the 19th January to discuss how the different mental health services can work more effectively together. The meeting highlighted several issues:
· A Mental Health Forum does exist at the moment but only for individuals who have come to the attention of the police. Is there something lacking here, do we need to implement something else?

· A review of all council services is due to be carried out in March. If the outcome shows any gaps in provision, further action will have to be taken.
· Cathy would like one of the future action groups to focus on mental health issues with involvement from the North West Forum and discuss the possibility of establishing a new forum. 

8. Project Information Sharing

Penny
· Updated on the success of Smoke Signals – a special pack designed to help people think about stopping smoking. This is due to be showcased at the Health Inequalities Seminar.
· The Scottish Government are issuing new guidelines with regards to tendering for mental health services, this will have a huge impact on the community, Penny will e-mail details to Jim for distribution.
Adil

· CORE are organising a Global Awareness project. This project will help people to look at small differences they can make to their own lives which can have an impact on global issues such as poverty. 

· Events have been planned to celebrate Chinese New Year taking place next week. The North Edinburgh Arts Centre will be hosting a range of workshops during the day and social events in the evening. These are free and open to all. 

· Organising a range of activities in conjunction with the Forestry Commission, National Herritage and BME. Walking groups and woodland outings will be planned in the near future.
· A forum discussing health and well being is to be organised with the first meeting at the end of February, provisional date given as 26th February from 2:30 – 5:20. Details will be circulated. 
Angela:
Is arranging a workshop for parents or carers of children with disabilities to get together and discuss their needs as carers and issues relating to disability. This will hopefully be taking place next month, details have still to be confirmed. Could anyone with referrals or organisations who wish to be involved please contact Angela. 

Jim:
The Neighbourhood Partnership review day will be taking place on the 1st of March. This is a chance for representatives from each of the action groups to look at how the NP is performing and to raise any issues. George will be able to attend and raise issues on behalf of the group. Topics to be raised will be clarified at the next meeting. 
9. Dates of next meetings

· 17th March 9:30am @ NELO

· 28th April 9:30am @ NELO

· 9th June 9:30am @NELO
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