Forth Neighbourhood Partnership

Health & Social Care Action Group on 17th March 2010
at North Edinburgh Local Office, 8 West Pilton Gardens
Attendees: Chair: Dave Hewitt, PCHP; Adil Ibrahim, CORE; Faye Allan, Community Renewal; Francis Dunie, PEP; Jenny, Telford College; George Gordon, Granton District CC; Lyndsey McLellan, Edinburgh Food & Health Training; Jim Pattison, Services for Communities.
Apologies: Dione Davidson, Muirhouse Medical Practice; Theodora Hidalgo, PEP; Janet Ruddiman, Trinity CC; Lynette Clutten.
1.  
Minutes 


Minutes of previous meeting were agreed.
2.
Matters Arising
· To clarify issues raised at the last meeting, it has been confirmed that plans for the Muirhouse Partnership Centre are still going ahead.
3.
Health Information Initiative - Update
Dave - A need has been identified to provide more information for the public about what health services are available to them in the community. 
· There has been a proposal from NHS Scotland to run a pilot for a health information service and hopefully there is the potential to tie in the proposal for funding for a local information service.

· Hoping for £10, 000 from NES and possible NHS24 in order to train local volunteers to access online health information and pass this on to residents in the area. 

· Would like to have laptops installed in local medical practices so that patients can be encouraged to access information online. 

· Dave is attending two meetings in the near future and will feedback at next Action Group meeting.  
4.
Proposed Networking Event – Update

Jim – The networking event is a chance for representatives from local 
organisations to share information with each other about the services 
they provide and how they contribute to the local community. This will 
ultimately lead to a health fair where information will be made available 
to local people.
· The networking event has received funding from the Capital City Partnership and will be held on Wednesday 24th March 10am-1pm in the West Pilton Neighbourhood Centre. 

· 20 invitations have been sent out to organisations so far with confirmed representatives from Community Renewal, Edinburgh Food & Health, PEP, Muirhouse Medical Practice, Drylaw Neighbourhood Centre, the Cycling Project, MYDG.

· Goerge to contact Spartan’s and NEDAC about attending

· Jim to contact Stepping Stones and Haven

· Dave to contact PROP and PYCP

· Any other local organisations would be welcome to attend, please contact Jim with any suggestions. 

5.
Health Fair

The Health Fair will follow on from the networking event and provides 
an opportunity for members of the public to meet local service 

providers and find out what support and advice is available for them

within the community. 
· The event will take place at Telford College on Saturday 26th June.
· Jen - Two lecture theatres have been booked already but the Hub may provide a better venue for the event. This room is much bigger but may not be available because of other bookings and financial constraints. Jen will find out if the Hub is free on that date and within budget and will report back at next planning meeting.
· Jim - If entertainment was offered for children, this would encourage more families to attend and boost numbers at the event. Suggestions include a magician, inviting Spartans to attend with 5-a-side pitch to entertain children and playing music in the ‘marketplace’. 
· Planning meetings will be held before the event with involvement from CORE and PEP. 

· A provisional date has been set for Thursday 1st April @ 9:30am. Dave will confirm the date with Cathy and the venue for meeting and report back to Jim.

· Jim will distribute finalised details of meeting by e-mail. Details will also be announced at the networking event.

6.
Project Information Sharing
Lindsey gave a brief outline of the work being carried out in the area by the Edinburgh Food and Health Training Hub. Their main objectives include delivering food health and hygiene training to priority groups and people working with these groups across the city and increasing knowledge of healthy eating. 

· An overview of existing services has been carried out to identify gaps where information and training are required. 

· Following this research, funding has been made available for a series of cookery classes for local people to be run by the Pilton Community Health Project. 

· A need has also been identified for more information to be provided on cooking on a budget, cooking with children, the elderly and BME males. Lindsey will contact CORE regarding the latter group. 
· Any referrals or suggestions for classed to be made to Lindsey. 

· Funding has also become available for community cafes and Lindsey is looking for six cafes that need help in providing healthy options for the local community. 

· Staff will be put through health and hygiene training and help will be given with marketing in order to boost customer numbers. 

· Lindsey will contact North Edinburgh Arts and Spartans, any other suggestions are welcome.

· The project will be launched on Friday 19th March at the City Chambers 12pm-2pm.

Francis reported that PEP are suffering from budget cuts and have been forced to reduce staffing and this means that service users could potentially be losing out. Despite this, the elderly clubs are going well and staff are still managing to make home visits and make referrals to different activities. They have also secured funding for an art project. 

Adil gave information on the first forum meeting looking at health issues for BME within the community.
· The discussion focussed on BME health research carried out last year. The research highlighted the issues of isolation, racism and stress within the community. 

· The forum can be used to bring together service providers and users and help to tackle some of these issues. 

· The next forum will be held on Friday 26th March, please contact Adil with any suggestions or if you are interested in attending. 

· Other upcoming events include the first meeting of the Global Awareness Group and ECOFUSION – encouraging people to participate in outdoor events. This will be held in Holyrood Park, transport can be arranged for local residents. 

Faye is still establishing herself as the health worker for the community renewal project but is faced with reduced hours and high demands on time. 

Dave reports that health project funding for the year has been cut but fortunately the money has been made up with grants from Fairer Scotland. However, this may not be the case in future years and he suggests a reduction in reliance on council and government grants. 

Jen informed that Telford College now has a new principal in place. The College like most other organisations at the moment is struggling with funding and suffering from staff cuts. They are still waiting for provisional budgets for the coming year to be announced but are involved in a number of projects in the mean time including:
· Intervention work with young people who have come to the attention of the police but have no criminal record as yet.

· Hosting careers events across the Central Belt.

· Raising awareness of International Women’s Week.

· Preparing new student accommodation in Morrison’s building. This consists of 100 rooms which will be let through an agency on a first com, first served basis. 

7. Any Other Business
There was a brief discussion concerning the outcomes and feedback of the Neighbourhood Partnership Review Day. George was concerned that the overriding opinion that came from the meeting was that Action Groups need to be given targets and regularly evaluated to see if targets are being met. He believes that this could lead to over regulation and too much of an emphasis on targets.  

8. Date of next meeting
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 28th April at 9.30am in NELO.
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