Physical Regeneration 

Action Group Meeting

4th September 2008 


Present:, Fred Marinello (Chair), Royston Wardieburn Community Council; George Taylor & R Williams, Tenants in Pilton; Ken Jobling, Trinity Community Council; Susan Napier, Dunedin Canmore HA; Brenda Tonner, Muirhouse HA; Gerry Gillies, West Granton HA; Lucy Raimes, Places for People; Keith Anderson & Steve McGavin, CEC City Development; Alice McGlone, Katie Ward and Mike Avery, SfC Housing & Regeneration; Jim Pattison, SfC Partnership and  Information Team.
1. Welcome and introductions.

Fred Marinello, Chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2. Apologies.
Lana Kelly, West Pilton West Granton Community Council; John Brindle, Waitrose; Lynn McDonald, Manor Estates HA; Andrew McGilp, Credential Holdings; Patricia Brindle, Trinity Community Council; Andrew Tait, Royston/Wardieburn Community Council; Alan Couper, Waterfont Edinburgh; Stuart McLaren, Places for People; Chris Tonks, CEC City Development; Ian Cooke, NET; Martin MacAulay, CEC SFC
3. Minutes of previous meeting.
The minutes were agreed.

4. Presentation on the Waterfront Development (Keith Anderson).
Keith Anderson gave an overview on the objectives, timescales and progress of the Waterfront Development – copies of slides available from Keith. Issues raised included:
· Need to ensure that the work of the 3 developers (Forth Ports, WEL and National Grid) is ‘joined up’ and that there is a clear link to the existing communities.

· Key interests of the existing communities are affordable housing, economic benefit, community facilities and transport.

· The ‘credit crunch’ is slowing down development but this may provide benefits in terms of affordable housing as the developers start talking to CEC and Housing Associations about using some of the sites for affordable housing. The tendency however is for developers to offer their less desirable sites and it may not be worth taking up offers.
· Fred Marinello and George Taylor mentioned that Community Councils often find it difficult to get into dialogue with the waterfront developers – particularly Forth Ports. Keith Anderson pointed out that new planning legislation requires developers to consult before applying for planning permission and that one of the main ways they should be doing this is through Neighbourhood Partnerships.
· It was agreed that Waterfront Edinburgh Ltd (WEL) be asked to give an update on their development plan at the next meeting.  Action – Mike Avery
· The new Construction Skills Academy is due to open in October and a community energy pilot is being investigated with North Edinburgh Trust.

5. Presentation on Promenade Design Code  (Steve McGavin)
Steve McGavin gave an update on the design code and the overall scope and timescale for the promenade development - copies of presentation available from Steve. Points made included:
· Promenade development seen as having key role in the regeneration of the extended waterfront.
· A new design code has been developed as a key instrument to ensure that developers take heed of the promenade development and that they take responsibility for those sections of the promenade lying within their own sites. The Design Code likely to be approved by CEC in December.
· Overall length is 18.6Km – from Cramond to Joppa.
· Funding is available (from CEC) to start Phase 1 this year.
· Need more ‘nodes’ (social focus points) in the western section.
· Need to ensure that connections to the promenade from the city and adjacent communities are in place – ie access lines running north and south.
· North Edinburgh Transport Action Plan may have a role in this. Mike Avery will check if we can get a presentation on this for a future meeting. Action – Mike Avery.
· It was pointed out that Red Row have not completed the cycle path at Muirhouse and this should be picked up.
6. Matters Arising
Alice circulated an update on the Pennywell Re-Housing progress. Meetings will be held with consultants and tenants to discuss proposals for new build council housing in the area.
Following further meetings with Muirhouse Community Council ithas been decided not to pursue the community planning day discussed at the last PRAG meeting.
Housing staff will be visiting houses in Royston/Wardieburn, in areas previously proposed for demolition, to see if they do want to be included in demolition programme. Fred will take this information back to the Community Council.
Mike said that work will begin at 47 Pennywell Road on 16 Sept for 20 weeks with completion due end of Jan 2009. Mike will update on progress at future meetings.

7.
AOCB.

Noted that the BT site at Muirhouse Green is due to be sold – sale being handled by Retties..


The next meeting is on Thursday 6th November at 6.30pm in North Edinburgh Local Office, 8 West Pilton Gardens.
