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Purpose of report
1
To advise the Neighbourhood Partnership of the results of an economic assessment comparing shopping centres at Goldenacre and Blackhall, and request that the NP agree which centre should receive Urban Centres Programme (UCP) funding during 2009-11.
Main report

2.1
On 17 November 2008 Inverleith Neighbourhood Partnership (INP) considered a report on the Urban Centres Programme (UCP) advising that INP had a budget of £200,000 to expend on UCP during 2009-11 and requesting that either Goldenacre or Blackhall be selected for inclusion in the UCP.  The Neighbourhood Partnership requested more information before coming to a decision, specifically on an economic comparison between the two centres and consideration on whether the £200,000 UCP budget could be split between the centres.

2.2
Appendix 1 contains an economic comparison between the shopping centres at Goldenacre and Blackhall.  In summary this recommends selection of Goldenacre as it is the larger of the two centres, provides more convenience and other services to local residents and is further from alternative retail centres.

2.3
Consideration has been given to splitting the £200,000 UCP budget, but this is not recommended as funding of this order is required to make a comprehensive, effective and lasting improvement to the environment around either of the urban centres, thereby ensuring its continued viability as a local retail centre.  This is particularly true of Goldenacre, given the number of shops and site area.

2.4
Notwithstanding 2.3 above, should Goldenacre be selected, additional funding from both Inverleith and Forth NP’s Neighbourhood Environment Programmes (NEP’s) and developers Section 75 payments should also be sought to maximise the impact of improvements, and Inverleith NEP should be considered for smaller scale improvements in Blackhall.       
Financial Implications

3
A capital budget of £200,000 is available to INP for the Urban Centres Programme, with the opportunity of levering in additional funding in the form of INP Neighbourhood Environment Programme regardless of which centre is selected, and potentially Forth NP NEP and developer Section 75 contribution if Goldenacre is selected.
Environmental Impact

4
There will be slight short term disruption during construction works at the site selected.  This will be offset by the significant long term gain through the enhanced sustainability of the centre. 
Recommendations

5.1
That Goldenacre is selected for inclusion in INP’s 2009-11 Urban Centres Programme.
5.2
That the NP asks the sub group charged with making recommendations on projects for inclusion in the Neighbourhood Environment Programme to consider prioritising both Goldenacre and Blackhall in 2009/10 and 2010/11when considering which NEP projects to recommend to the INP board.
5.3
That Forth NP are requested to similarly consider prioritising NEP projects at the Goldenacre shops. 
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Peter Strong

	Neighbourhood Manager, North, Services for Communities
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	Contact/tel/Email
	Peter Strong, tel 0131 529 5005, email peter.strong@edinburgh.gov.uk

	
	

	Wards affected
	Inverleith, potentially part of Forth

	Single Outcome Agreement
	Supports National Outcome 10

· We live in well designed, sustainable spaces where we are able to access the amenities and services we need.
Supports Local Outcomes: 

· ‘Quality of Life within Neighbourhoods is improved.’

· ‘Communities feel able to influence decisions that affect their neighbourhood.’
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