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Item no 8 

Edinburgh Open Space Strategy - Start of Project 

lnverleith Neighbourhood Partnership 

25 May 2009 

Purpose of report 

1 To refer to the Neighbourhood Partnership details of an open space strategy for 
Edinburgh which sets out the vision and aims for open space in the City. 

Main report 

2 On 26 February 2009, the Planning Committee considered the attached report 
by the Director of City Development detailing an open space strategy for 
Edinburgh. The Strategy aimed to ensure that a coordinated approach was taken 
to protecting and developing the city's network of open space. 

3 The Committee agreed: 

1) To approve the report as the basis for the preparation of an open space 
strategy for Edinburgh. 

2) To refer the report to the Transport, Infrastructure and Environment 
Committee for its approval on the same basis. 

3) To refer the report to the Neighbourhood Partnerships and consult on 
whether they wished to participate in the preparation of a separate 
Action Plan for their area. 

Recommendation 

4 That the Neighbourhood Partnership consider the report. 

ohn Sturt 
Council Secretary 
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Appendices Report by the Director of City Development 

Contactkl/Email Ben Wilson, Principal Planner, Local Planning Policy 
01 31 469 341 1, ben.wilson@edinburgh.gov.uk 

Wards affected City wide 

Single Outcome N/A 
Agreement 

Background 
Papers 

None 
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3.1 5 The findings of this analysis will form the draft strategy and action plan. It may 
be appropriate for some or all of this analysis to be carried out for each 
neighbourhood partnership area as well as for the whole city. 

3.16 The draft strategy and action plan will be the subject of a second public 
consultation process. 

Timetable 

3.1 7 The following timetable is proposed: 

2009 May 
May-July 
August 
August - October 
October 
October - December 

2010 February - April 

2010+ 
2015 

Report draft audit 
Public consultation 
Report and publish final audit 
Analysis 
Report draft strategy and action plan 
Public consultation 
Report and publish final strategy and action 
plan 
Implement and monitor action plan 
Review and update strategy every five years. 

Reporting and Decision-making 

3.1 8 Government guidance emphasises that open space strategies should be 
prepared corporately, with the full involvement of relevant Council departments. 
Practice elsewhere identifies an important role for elected members. 

3.19 The proposed arrangements for decision making and key inputs from within the 
Council are set out diagrammatically in Appendix 3. 

3.20 The project steering group consists of officers from Planning, Services for 
Communities (Parks and Greenspace) and Corporate Property and 
Contingency Planning. As work progresses, there will be significant input from 
Children and Families, Corporate Services (Culture and Sport), SFC (Housing) 
and the neighbourhood teams. 

3.21 Future reports on the Strategy will be submitted for joint approval by the 
Planning Committee and the Transport, Infrastructure and Environment 
Committee, as it will cover matters such as the quality and management of 
existing open space which are beyond the scope of planning control. 

3.22 It is proposed that the Neighbourhood Partnerships be closely involved in the 
two consultation processes. It is also intended that the Action Plan be 
structured to allow specific projects and the selection of priorities for change in 
open spaces, for example from one type of open space to another, to be 
agreed at a Neighbourhood Partnership level following consultation. Where 
such an action also has direct implications for a particular Council service, for 
example Culture and Sport or Children and Families, it may need to be 
reported for approval by the relevant committee. 
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Appendices 1 
2 

List of strategies for different types of open space in Edinburgh 
Classification of open space types 

Contactltel/Email 

Wards affected 

Single Outcome 
Agreement 

Background 
Papers 

3 Project responsibilities diagram 

Ben Wilson, Principal Planner, Local Planning Policy 
0131 469 341 1, ben.wilson@edinburgh.gov.uk 

Keith Logie, Park Strategy Manager, Parks and Greenspace 
0131 529 7916, keith.logie@edinburgh.gov.uk 

All 

Supports National Outcome 12 -We value and enjoy our built and natural 
environment and protect it and enhance it for future generations. 

Supports Local Outcome -There are more attractive and accessible green 
spaces across the city. 

Scottish Planning Policy 11 : Open Space and Physical Activity, report to 
Planning committee, 28 February 2008 

Finalised Open Space Framework for Edinburgh, report to Planning 
Committee, 3 November 2005 

BW/FM/PLANCOM/Open Space Strategy 
17 February 2009 
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Edinburgh Open Space Strategy - Start of Project 

I Access Strateav 

26 Feb 2009 

I Allotments Strategy 

Appendix I 

June 2008 

April 2001 

Existing Council strategies relating to open space 

Review underway 

Strategy I Approval Date I Review Period 
Open Space Framework for I November 2005 

On-going 
2004 

Edinburgh 
Pitches Strateav 

By 201 0 

Edinburgh 
Pitches Strategy March 2005 
Access Strategy February 2003 
Allotments Strategy November 2002 Review due to report at 

Edinburgh Public Parks and 
Gardens Strategy 
Green Flag assessment of Parks 
and Gardens 
Play in Partnership: a Play 
Strategy for the City of 
Edinburgh 
Public Realm Strategy 
Edinburgh Local Biodiversity 
Action Plan 2004 -2009 
Urban Forestrv Strateav 

November 2002 Review due to report at 
I 5 May 2009 TIE I 

Committee 
March 2006 

1991 I On-noina I 
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