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INVERLEITH NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP
CLEAN, GREEN AND SAFE ACTION GROUP

Minutes of Meeting held on 2nd June 2009, at North Edinburgh Local Office

	
	Item
	Actions

	1.
	Attendance:

Jean Butterworth (Stockbridge Colonies Residents Association)
Dannie Colquhoun (Scottish Federation of Model Boat Clubs)

Graeme Cook (The Inverleith Society)

Judy Conn (Friends of King George V and Scotland Yard Parks Rep / New Town and Broughton Community Council)

Tony Cook (Friends of Inverleith Park)

Ian Cunningham (Stockbridge Colonies Residents Association)
Alex Dale (Drylaw Telford Open Spaces Action Group)

Liam Keegan (Craigleith Blackhall Community Council)

Julie Morrison (Fettes Rise Proprietors Association)

Brian O’Hare  (North Central Transition Group)

Alette Willis (North Central Transition Group)

Naomi Sandilands (City Development, Planning)

Ruth Stanley (SfC Community Safety Manager)
Elaine Lennon (SfC Partnership Development Officer)
Steven Cuthill (SfC Environment Manager, Chair)


	

	2.
	Apologies:

Stephen Brennan (Stockbridge and Inverleith Community Council) 

Chris Peach (BTCV)

Mark Lazarowicz, MP

	

	3.
	Minutes of Previous Meeting:
Items to be continued / withdrawn / updated:
Reported Nov 2008

Need for dog-free fenced area in Easter Drylaw. SC to look into feasibility of this.

Maintenance of grassy strip between Easter Drylaw Bank and Place. SC to investigate.

A raised pavement at a driveway on Telford Road was highlighted as problematic. RS reported that this was being looked into. SC to check progress. 

Requested reassurance that the ‘snaky’ was not at risk of development. SC to find out.

Overhanging branches in Saunders Street/Kerr Street area reported as unsafe. SB and SC to look into this.

Issues with parking on both sides of Leslie Place makes it difficult for passing, particularly buses. He asked for update on previous request for parking restriction to be put here. SC to report.

Reported hazardous storage of waste bins in tenements, which had previously been flagged up. RS to look into issuing letter to tenants.

Reported that bins are missing in various spots – Ferry Road shops by bus stop, bus stop on Groathill Road North, and area 4 which has a capacity issue with single bin. SC to investigate.

Lamppost not working on Easter Drylaw Loan. SC advised BD to report this directly to Clarence, with lamppost number, on 0800 23 23 23. BD to report.

Issues raised 3rd Feb:

The community still not happy with the driveway at Groathill Road North. SC agreed to look into this further and to talk to Roads to check permissions plus health and safety obligations.

Sinking gully pots in Easter Drylaw Place – others in area need checked as lids missing.  SC will pass to Roads Inspector.

Temporary repairs to potholes outside Young People’s Centre are causing more problems because of chips damaging cars. SC explained that these are carried out until ‘hot box’ repairs can be carried out.

Problem of drainage outside No2 Easter Drylaw Avenue. SC to investigate.

Fly tipping in Easter Drylaw Gardens (opposite No.719). SC and RS to investigate.

Need for weeds and lying grit to be cleared in Warriston Road. SC to investigate.

Requested current picture of recycling facility at Inverleith Park. SB stated that this had been broadly decommissioned and was now only for recycling glass. Recycling in general was being reviewed in the area.

Steven reported that the new funding for bins which had been reported to replace bins was, in light of CEC funding situation, no longer available.
	

	4.
	Park Management Plans Updates:

Inverleith Park & Management Plan update
Work continuing with FOIP (friends of Inverleith Park) to consult park users. 
Information is being collated to present for Green Flag status next year.

SC to provide TC with list of park users.


	SC




	
	Rocheid Path/Bell Park

BTCV said thanks to members of community who got involved in work. Improvements have been well received by community but IC requested that the tar which had been laid was smoothed over.
Friends Group / Interest group being explored.

King George V and Scotland Yard Park
Cycle way is now fully opened, and gate work completed.
Roundal??

Easter Drylaw Open Spaces

Area 5 main project being developed at moment and work due to start soon once tender process has been completed.
Some concern was raised that this no longer met the needs of residents (who now prefer a ball park than a BMX track), but it was agreed that this extensive consultation was best picture we have of the wishes of the community and that this could not feasibly be done again, but that phase 2 would being to look at these issues.
	SC

SC

	5
	Open Spaces audit
Naomi presented a summary of the consultation audit (attached), which aims to:
· Gather views on the audit itself (classification of open space etc)

· Seek information on quality and use of spaces directly from communities

· Inform planning decisions on loss & new provision

· Identify actions for changing & improving existing spaces
‘Open spaces’ has been defined using national definitions and includes e.g. graveyards, private areas, sports fields, parks which are more than 0.05 hectares. 

Inverleith currently has one of the lowest % in city in terms of residents living within 400 meters of open space!
Q – Will retrospective loss of open space be taken in to account when drawing up future planning guidelines? NS reported that this exercise would be carried out every 5 years to allow this type of comparison to be carried out, and will check on whether the last audit (40 years ago) would be considered.

Q – Is aim of this to reduce loss of open space? NS reported that this will give us the evidence base needed to be able to used as planning tool, but will be used alongside Local Development Plans.

The full document, including interactive map, is available in libraries and online at www.edinburgh.gov.uk/internet/Environment/Planning_buildings_i_i_/Planning_hidden/Planning_policies/Supplementary_planning_guidance/CEC_edinburgh_open_space_audit__consultation_draft
To respond to the audit and feed your views in about any open space, this can also be done online. Please note that you will need to complete a separate one for each park / open space you wish to comment on.

www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=M9MQ2BWgrBrGfJhBBAukYg_3d_3d
For a paper copy, or for more information, please contact Naomi Sandilands on Naomi.sandilands@edinburgh.gov.uk  tel 0131 469 3600

Fettes Rise Proprietors Association
Julie gave information about this group’s concerns about the sports pitch developments in the Inverleith Conservation Area, in particular the 3 new pitch developments (2 in public schools and 1 in Broughton High) and floodlighting permissions expected shortly. Concerns include that the combined effect of these will have negative effect on community in terms of reduction of grass (synthetic will replace), loss of land for wildlife, light pollution etc.

She added that Cllr Hinds has raised a motion to planning which may result in a review of processes and that she would keep the NP updated.

Steven added that work is ongoing on current pitch strategy which would link with this.
	JM


	6.
	Eyre Place Community Garden
Brian presented a proposal for a community garden in Eyre Place which has been developed by Edinburgh North Central Transition (attached). They hope to approach RBS with support from community groups, elected members and other projects to develop a garden on a vacant plot of land owned by RBS.
Steven suggested that they may need to negotiate a long term tenure of land to attract funding.

Judy reported that this project had support of New Town and Broughton Community Council and would provide letter

Ian reported that this project would have support of Stockbridge Colonies Residents and would provide letter

It was agreed that letters of support were vital to move this forward. Elaine to send out to other organisations.

Brian agreed to keep this group informed of developments.
	JC

IC

EL

BO

	7.
	Police and partnership working

	

	7.
	Items remitted from Neighbourhood Partnership


	

	8.
	A.O.C.B.


	

	9.
	Date of Next Meetings
All at 6.30pm in North Local Office:

4th August 2009 

6th October 2009 

1st December 2009 


	

	
	Elaine Lennon – elaine.lennon@edinburgh.gov.uk 

North Neighbourhood Team

8 West Pilton Gardens, Edinburgh, EH4 4DP

Tel: 0131 529 5270, elaine.lennon@edinburgh.gov.uk
	


