                              Leith Neighbourhood Partnership

          Community Engagement and Planning Day 20th June 2007
HOUSING AND THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT WORKSHOP
                                 Chair: Peter Strong
1.
Introduction


The workshop opened with information about the work of Leith Area Board as an example of how the built environment can be improved for the benefit of communities.  This included improving surroundings such as the creation of a communal garden area at Lochend and Restalrig House and fencing at Tolbooth Wynd.  Another example is the improvement of amenities such as the multi-sports pitch at Fort House and the improvement of facilities at the boxing club and football club.
2.
Discussion


Peter commented that the community should take the lead and continue the good work that has already been done.  He opened a general discussion which identified the following work to be done: 

Townscapes

· Improve the look of the Kirkgate shopping area.
· Improve Duke Street, Great Junction Street and Leith Walk.

· Create open, communal spaces where the community can come together (e.g. farmers’ market, gala days)

· Create attractive shopping areas which will bring people from the Edinburgh city centre.

· Use Water of Leith and Leith Walk more as focal points of the area.
· Tackle issue of public areas being used for drinking alcohol.

· Tackle issue of night-time violence.

· Improve street lighting.
· Ensure grass verges are cut regularly.
· Spray weeds regularly.

· Repair streets.


Housing

· Increase quantity of social rented housing.

· Slow loss of social rented housing through Right to Buy.

· Develop positive working relationships between landlords, service providers and community/residents.

· Social Landlords should have considerate lettings policies. 


Leisure facilities (including Parks)
· Establish a Leith Museum -Leith History Group can assist.

· Improve leisure facilities for young people, particularly the 12 -17 yrs age group.
· Promote and assist with establishing Food Co-op at Fort House.

· Refurbish existing parks, particularly the smaller parks as children feel safer within their own areas.

· Improve lighting at larger parks, such as Victoria, Pilrig and Leith Links.

· Reinstate tennis courts at Leith Links.

· Consider a small skateboarding park at Leith Links.

· Improve Public Convenience facilities within parks.

Other

· Tackle problem of odours from the sewage works.

· Learn from Forth Ports good example of working with the community.
· Encourage “new” and “old” communities to integrate.

· Make more use of barrow beats.

· Ensure communal bins are replaced / repaired quickly if appropriate.

3.
Recommendations
	· Tackle lack of affordable housing.

	· Improve streetscaping.

	· Create more activities for young people (e.g. within parks)

	· Improve maintenance of council owned areas.

	· Put Leith back on the map! Persevere


