LEITH NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP
HOUSING AND THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT ACTION GROUP

LEITH COMMUNITY CENTRE

12 FEBRUARY 2009

MINUTES

1.
Attendance and Apologies
1.1
The following people attended the meeting:


Nicky Sherry (Chair)

Leith Harbour and Newhaven Community Council

Jim Scanlon


Leith Links Community Council


Stewart Blaik


Leith Central Community Council


Stuart Mansell


Port of Leith Housing Association


Joyce Gegan


Port of Leith Housing Association


George Nisbet


Lothian and Borders Police


Mark Rodgers


Services for Communities


Michael Thain


Services for Communities


Katie Ward


Services for Communities


Steven Cuthill


Services for Communities


Alan Birnie


Services for Communities


Loraine Duckworth

Services for Communities

1.2
Apologies were given by Keith Dargo, Helen Phillips, Andy Harborow and Matt Wheatley.

2.
Welcome

2.1
Attendees introduced themselves.  Mark Rodgers was welcomed to his first meeting.

3.
Minutes of Previous Meeting
3.1
The minutes of 11 December 2008 were accepted as a correct record.

4.
Matters Arising from Previous Minutes.
4.1
TAC is taking advice from Lothian and Borders Fire and Rescue Service regarding the fire setting in stairs.

4.2
SB gave his thanks for the ball park on behalf of Dalmeny residents.  He advised that it is being well used.
5.
Fort House and Hamilton Wynd Regeneration Update
5.1
An evening meeting was held with Hamilton Wynd residents who would prefer refurbishment, particularly having roofs redone.  There is also a problem with the coverage of trees in the area.  The centre square has been cleaned up and NS thanked SC for having this work done.  Fort House will remain on list for demolition, with no change to the timetable, and the rehousing of residents will start in 2012.  A further meeting will be held with residents after the report has been to Council.

6.
Projects Update
6.1
All projects for this financial year have been agreed.  AB is put information together for members of the group.

6.2
The consultation for Pirnefield Bank has been completed.  3 people said No and 150 said Yes to the improvements.

6.3
The consultation is complete for 4 Smith’s Place.  The fence will cost around £4,200 and would be taken from the roads budget.  Everyone in the area and local police wish the project to go ahead.  Planning will take six weeks and could start in April.  This was agreed.

Action: Alan Birnie
6.4
A consultation with local residents around Boundary Square has been completed and a Community Consultant appointed.  A design brief has been given to landscape architects.  The total cost of the project will be £90,000 plus fees.  The Group were asked to commit £50,000 to the project from the roads budget.  An application will be made to Waste Funding for the remainder by 18 March 2009.  This was agreed in principal.
Action: Mark Rodgers and Alan Birnie
7.
Police and Community Safety Update
7.1
Crime is generally down from the same time last year, including youth calls.  Two shops have failed an alcohol sales test and have been reported to the Licensing Board and Procurator Fiscal.  Young people found to be under the influence of alcohol are taken to Drylaw Police Station and their parents are called.  They are also given alcohol counselling.  Vandalism is down slightly.  Violent crimes are also down.  A man has been charged in respect of the recent assaults on older people.

7.2
A steering group is being set up to tackle the problem of street-drinkers from Eastern Europe.  The city centre team have started extra patrols around the Broughton area.  Consideration will be given as to what other services can be put in place.

Action: Andy Harborow and Ruth Stanley
7.3
A quarterly newsletter is to be sent out to give information about TAC meetings and suggestions are invited for a name.

Action: Ruth Stanley
7.4
Environmental Wardens have carried out extra dog fouling patrols around Montgomery Street Park and Hillside Crescent.  One fixed penalty notice was issued to a Montgomery Street resident.  They will in the area and highly visible until 6.30 pm next Tuesday.  SB suggested highlighting the problem of dog fouling by spraying and putting up posters.  SC suggested that Friends groups may wish to take this up.
8.
Leith Links Masterplan and Environment Update
8.1
Consideration is being given to projects which can be stared at Leith Links, such as a children’s orchard and a berry hedge.  Other things which could be considered are repairing fencing, replacing bins and benches as well as a general clean-up.  SC met with David Wardrup, Culture and Sport, and Leith Athletic Football Club about football facilities.  They would like to look at funding to put a hard pitch on the site of the old tennis courts.  Another suitable site would need to be identified for tennis.  Also, an investigation is being undertaken to see if there is a need for drainage to run through the links.
Action: Steven Cuthill
8.2
Funding is not available from NEP for the trees.  However, the Grounds maintenance and roads teams have identified 200 trees in the Leith area which require work.  Appropriate permissions have been given and the teams will start work on the trees as soon as they are in a position to do so.

Action: Steven Cuthill
8.3
The need to raise public awareness about ensuring rubbish is not thrown into the Water of Leith was discussed.  There is no requirement on anyone to clean up litter in the water, however Water of Leith 2000 fund a boatman to clean up some of the rubbish and the City of Edinburgh Council covers the cost of any landfill charges.
8.4
Additional funding has been secured for grounds maintenance for the next financial year.  A presentation will be given to the Leith Neighbourhood Partnership in the near future.

Action: Steven Cuthill
8.5
JS advised that wooden benches have been removed between Salamander Place and John’s Place and asked the reason for this.
Action: Steven Cuthill
9.
Leith Community Plan Update
9.1
LD advised that the Community Plan is almost complete.  A check will be made on measurements when the Action Plan is completed.  Also needs to be proof read and brightened up, perhaps with photographs.  Leith Neighbourhood Partnership have suggested including information in the profile about the role of POLHA and Forth Ports.

Action: Loraine Duckworth
9.2
Leith Neighbourhood Partnership has agreed who will be “championing” each outcome.  Information has been submitted by Ann MacDonald (POLHA), Ruth Stanley (SfC), John Palmer (NHS Lothian), Steven Paul (Lothian and Borders Police) and Christine MacKay (Children and Families).  Mark Rodgers (SfC),  Steven Cuthill (SfC), Steve Harkins (Lothian and Borders Fire and Rescue Service), Tommy George (Edinburgh Leisure) and Michaela Sullivan (Forth Ports) have all made arrangements to make contribution.  Willy Barr will discuss contributions from voluntary groups at the next VOLT meeting.  Baseline and realistic target figures require to be set.  Leith Neighbourhood Partnership is meeting on 3 March 2009 to discuss the Community Plan.  Consideration to be given to taking the Plan to the Community Councils after this meeting.

Action: Loraine Duckworth, Mark Rodgers, Steven Cuthill
9.3
There is also a rough draft of the Community Engagement Strategy which can be discussed at a future meeting.

Action: Loraine Duckworth
10.
Any Other Business

10.1
LD advised that the Health and Wellbeing Action Group have discussed that there is a crossover between the groups.  It has been suggested that the Chairs of Action Groups meet.  This was agreed.

Action: Loraine Duckworth, Nicky Sherry
11.
Date of Next Meeting
11.1
The next meeting will be at 7.00 pm on Thursday, 9 April 2009 at the Leith Community Education Centre.
