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MINUTES OF MEETING OF BURDIEHOUSE BURN VALLEY PARK 
STEERING GROUP HELD ON THURSDAY 21ST MAY 2009
AT 2.00PM IN THE PARTNERSHIP OFFICES, 13 NEWTOFT STREET

PRESENT

Stuart Gash
Chair of the Burdiehouse Burn Steering Group

Scott Donkin


South Edinburgh Partnership Manager 

Jenny Hargreaves

CEC Acting Countryside Ranger Service Manager

Jessica Morgado

CEC Countryside Ranger Service
Margaret McIver

Friends of Burdiehouse Burn Valley Park


Gilbert Clark


Friends of Burdiehouse Burn Valley Park
1. APOLOGIES
Emma Aiken


Friends of Burdiehouse Burn Valley Park

Mike Shields


CEC Community Parks Officer

Charlie Cumming

Edinburgh and Lothian Greenspace Trust
2.    MINUTES OF MEETING OF 17TH FEBRUARY 2009
2.1. Point 3.2 - Litter Ellen’s Glen: It was noted that the Environment Warden was named Sonny.
2.2. Point 8.7 - Bins: The action regarding the bins was for Jessica Morgado and has now been completed.

2.3. The minutes have been adopted as being an accurate record of the meeting held on 17th February following the corrections noted above.

3.    MATTERS ARISING
3.1. Point 3.1.1: The anti-motorbike barrier at Guardwell Glen. Stuart reported that David Doig is trying to get the barriers unbolted so as to increase the opening gap and allow better access to wheelchair users. Jessica informed that the situation is not acceptable and does not comply with the DDA law as it is presenting an obstacle for park users which have right of access such as horse riders and double buggies etc. The Steering group will write a letter to David Doig requesting an update on the situation regarding the reinstatement of the Guardwell Glen area, the situation regarding the neglect of the different access points and the repointing of the estate boundary wall that was left crumbling. The letter will ask for answers and expect to receive options from Dunedin Canmore on how to address the different issues with a timeframe which will satisfy all the parties. Stuart agreed to phone Cllr Norma Hart and Cllr Buchanan to try to get some explanation and get the matter moving forward. Scott pointed out that the situation has also been raised at the Neighbourhood Forum and that the different issues are getting confusing. Jessica offered to help Stuart in drafting the letter.
ACTION: Stuart Gash and Jessica Morgado
3.2. Points 3.3 – Vehicular access (30m slope near Burdiehouse Primary School): David Doig will be asked to provide an update on this point for the next meeting.
ACTION: David Doig
3.3. Point 3.4 – Playground maintenance: Jessica is to check that Mike has e-mailed her the info and to forward it to all.
ACTION: Jessica Morgado
3.4. Point 3.5 - Football club container at the Dip area. Jessica is to ask Mike Shields to enquire whether or not the club is still using the football pitch as nobody in the group has ever seen it used. If not, the container has to be removed from the site asap.
ACTION: Jessica Morgado and Mike Shields
3.5. Point 3.6 - Teenage play area fencing project. Scott is checking the budget with Margaret Campbell. Scott to revise the cost of the fencing and report at next meeting.
ACTION: Scott Donkin
3.6. Point 3.7 - Investigation of safe crossing of Lasswade Road. As the park is now unlikely to meet the necessary criteria to obtain HLF funding this situation need to be reviewed. Scott agreed to e-mail the NP Roads Manager John Gill to consult for the following options to improve the crossing of such a dangerous road: zebra crossing, traffic lights, speed bump or camera or traffic island. 
ACTION: Scott Donkin
3.7. Point 8.3 - Plinth direction stones: All the stones have been installed but 2 have been vandalised and pushed in the burn and 1 has been graffitied and pushed on the ground. The group felt that the installation was poor. Jessica has already been in touch with the stone carver who is asking more money to fix the problem. The group decided that Jessica is to liaise with the stonecarver to offer manpower (volunteers from the Steering group/Countryside Rangers) as long as he supplies the material to make the installation of the stones vandalproof.
ACTION: Jessica Morgado
     3.8. Point 8.4 – Countryside Ranger Service: Jessica is to forward Scott’s e-mail address to Jenny Hagreaves.

ACTION: Jessica Morgado
3.9. Point 8.7 – Bins: David Doig to investigate the location of a bin near Burdiehouse Community Centre. Jessica has now completed the relocation of the bins to Gilmerton Road.
ACTION: David Doig
4. GREEN FLAG AWARD MANAGEMENT PLAN 
4.1. Scott and Jessica have almost completed the first draft of the Green Flag Management plan format. Jessica will give a first draft of the plan to all in the Steering group prior the next meeting on 3rd September.
ACTION: Jessica
5. BBVP PROJECTS
5.1. Scott explained to the Steering group that Jessica, Charlie and himself had met to reconsider the different options for each projects to succeed in getting funding since no HLF will be available. The Steering has recommended for the Management group to carry out another project priority exercise in order to singularise or group together projects which might better fit specific funding.
5.2. Scott distributed to the group a report summarising the outcome of that meeting. Some projects have been lumped together as they could get similar source of funding and some other did not require any funding to get done so they were scraped from the list. The group looked at all the different projects one after the other to discuss. Recorded in the minutes are only the projects that have raised comments.
5.3. Project 7: Directional signage and improved links with other path networks. The group was informed that “brown signs” were not allowed to be used by Roads Department on roads. The Management group will need to look into a specific sign to fit the purpose and also have a define perimeter around the park in where to display the signs.
ACTION: Management group
5.4. Project 11: Creation of 2 x 7-a-side football pitches. Jessica is to ask Mike Shields if he could draw the lines in the Dip area so as to create 2 x 7-a-side football pitches.
ACTION: Jessica Morgado
5.5. Project 12: Mountain bike trail. Jessica informed the group that her colleague Stacy Schumacher is already trying to secure funding to carry out a feasibility study on the creation of a mountain bike trail at Craigmillar Castle Park in a bid to reduce illegal motorbike activity. 

The project now includes Corstorphine Hill Local Nature Reserve (another Countryside Ranger managed site) as there are a lot of issues with mountain bikers building tracks, jumps etc onto badger setts. As the Burdiehouse Burn Valley Park Management Plan has already identified the creation of a mountain bike trail as a priority project it would be therefore interesting to lump the 3 sites together to secure funding to carry out a feasibility study. 

A consultant/expert has already been identified and has carried out site visits (including to the BBVP). The consultant has earmarked the Dip area and the Murray wood as potential sites for the creation of a mountain bike trail. However there is the issue of land ownership to resolve with the Murray wood (from Lasswade road unto the Whimpey bridge near Burdiehouse Primary school). 


The total cost for the project design brief will be under £7,000 and it will be used for consultation and future grant applications. Scottish Natural Heritage have expressed some interest in funding this but would like to deal with only 1 grant application for the 3 sites. An application from a community group will be more successful and will get a higher grant percentage than CEC. 

The Friends of BBVP is the best candidate to apply for such a project as it is a constituted group and registered Charity with a bank account. 


The Friends of BBVP would like to be the leading community group in this project as long as the other community groups (Craigmillar Castle Park and Corstorphine Hill) are happy with the situation. The Friends of BBVP will only asked for the land ownership of the Murray wood to be resolved as it is for now outwith the Friends Constitution as it is outside the LNR boundary.
ACTION: Jessica Morgado and Stacy Schumacher
5.6. The Management group will have to allocate tasks to each project so to get the momentum going.

ACTION: Management Group
6. DO IN THE BURN EVENT
6.1. The date for the next Do in the Burn event has been set for Sunday 14th June. All has been arranged and organised before Jessica goes on annual leave prior the event. Fundings from Scottish Natural Heritage and the Lib/Gil NP community grant (via the Friends group) mainly has allowed for this event to happen. ELGT has also managed to fundraised for their participation and also to cover some of the cost for the production of leaflets, posters etc. This year the event will be joined with the Youth Forum who was looking to do a similar event aimed at teenagers involved with the Youth Forum.
6.2. Stuart asked if some posters could be delivered at SEP for the next Friends of BBVP meeting which will be held on 3rd June at SEP. Jessica to ask Esperanza if she could assist there.
ACTION: Jessica Morgado

6.3. As the Friends of BBVP are holding the grant from NP Community fund, Jessica would like to have a contact person from the Friends of BBVP for all the invoices to go to. Stuart offers to receive all the invoices. A meeting will be arranged with some of the Friends and Jessica once all the invoices have been received in order to fulfil the condition of the NP grant properly.

ACTION: Stuart Gash and Jessica Morgado
7. FRIENDS UPDATE


7.1. Stuart informed the group that the Friends have now charitable status and are now looking into further funding to get equipment/tools. 

7.2. The Friends have co-opted a new member (Mandy) and have allocated remits to each member. 



Mandy will be looking after the marketing and advertising of the Friends group.



Gilbert and Margaret will be looking after the events side of things and will get involved for the next “Do in the Burn” event.


7.3. The Friends are planning to do a day at Morisson’s supermarket to do bag packing for fund-raising and raising the profile of the group. So far the group has 40 members.


7.4. Mandy is trying to organise a competition with local primary schools to design the new Friends logo. 

8. A.O.C.B.


8.1. Jessica reported to the group that she investigated the situation with the NP Community grant application from the Green Team and told the group that she was unaware of this. The Green Team apologised for the lack of communication. Jessica though that the offer of the Friends to do a joint event with the Green Team would not be appropriate as it would require for the Friends to be Disclosure checked as the Green Team work with teenagers. The Friends have agreed to look into carry out a Disclosure check for some of their members so as to work with children in the future.
ACTION: Friends of BBVP
8.2. Margaret reported that one of the old log sculpture near the skatepark has now rotten away and is quite messy. Jenny Hargreaves offered for the Countryside Ranger Service to chainsaw any large bit so as to dispose of the log. 
ACTION: Jessica Morgado
8.3. Margaret also reported that the swinging gate at the Skatepark is no longer self-closing. Jessica will report this for repair. 

ACTION: Jessica Morgado
8.4. Margaret reminded the group that there were still sign of rust on the entrance gates near the Burdiehouse Community centre and that the situation is getting worse. Jessica will report to CEC workshop for further investigation.

ACTION: Jessica Morgado
8.5. Margaret finally reported that one of the park bench near the Burdiehouse Community centre has been broken from its slabs and an attempt to burn it happened. Jessica to report this to the workshop for removal.

ACTION: Jessica Morgado
8.6. Stuart reported that there was a manhole cover sticking up in the middle of a path near the wooden bridge in Gilmerton area. Jessica offered to add some path material when possible.

ACTION: Jessica Morgado
8.7. NOTE: Stuart would like to highlight that the general attendance at the meeting was disappointing from the stakeholders. It would be appreciated that in the future apologies would be given to SEP by phone or by post as meetings are scheduled enough in advance to allow people to make their own arrangements. 

9 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: 
9.1. Next Steering group meeting to be held on 3rd September 2009, 2pm at SEP
9.2. Next Management group meeting to be held on 13th August 2009, 2pm at SEP
Jessica Morgado

Countryside Ranger

June 2009
LIBERTON/GILMERTON








Burdiehouse Burn/Meetings 2009/Steering Group/Mins&Agenda/Minutes 21st May 2009  
6.

