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LIBERTON GILMERTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP
BURDIEHOUSE BURN VALLEY PARK STEERING GROUP
NOTE  OF MEETING HELD 3rd SEPTEMBER 2009 AT 2.00pm 

IN 13 NEWTOFT STREET, EDINBURGH, EH17 8RG.  

PRESENT 

(SG)
Stuart Gash

Friends of Burdiehouse Burn Valley Park (Chair)

(CM)
Charlie Cumming
Edinburgh & Lothians Greenspace Trust
(MM)
Margaret McIver
Friends of Burdiehouse Burn Valley Park

(JH) 
Jenny Hargreaves
CEC – Countryside Ranger Service

(IH)
Ian Henderson
Friends of Burdiehouse Burn Valley Park

(GC)
Gilbert Clark

Friends of Burdiehouse Burn Valley Park
(CH)
Chris Hampton
Friends of St Katherines Park

(JM1)
Jim Monaghan
CEC Services for Communities Task Force
(JM)
Jessica Morgado
CEC - Countryside Ranger Service
(SD) 
Scott Donkin

CEC – Services for Communities
1
APOLOGIES 

(EA)
Emma Aiken

Friends of Burdiehouse Burn Valley Park 

(DD)
David Doig

CEC - Services for Communities

(MS)
Mike Shields

CEC – Services for Communities
	Item no 
	Detail 
	Action 

	2
	NOTE OF MEETING OF 21st May 2009  
These were agreed as an accurate record of the meeting 
	

	3
	MATTERS ARISING 

Page 1: Item 3.1.1: Letter to David Doig: Stuart informed those present that a letter had gone to David Doig from the Steering Group and that via an email from D. Doig; it was Stuarts understanding that the A Frame had now been widened however it will not be removed.

Stuart added that there are a number of other actions attributed to D. Doig and he has offered to meet with himself and Jessica to discuss these further.

Page 2 item 3.3: Playground Maintenance: Margaret asked how often playgrounds were checked for cleanliness. 
Jim informed those present that the playpark should be checked at least five times per week with bins checked daily. Clearly there are some issues in respect of glass and young people using the facility for drinking and the Neighbourhood Wardens have been asked to include the facility as part of their rounds.

Margaret questioned the frequency of visits as she walks the park every day and often picks up a great deal of rubbish.

Stuart asked what evidence is used to indicate daily routines.

Jim highlighted that managers undertake random monitoring.

Stuart asked if this can be increased.

Jim agreed to look into this.

Margaret added that the chain which was securing the double gates into the park has gone and was surprised as it appeared to be very robust.

Jim agreed to check if any of the maintenance/cleaning crews may have left it off.

Page 2, Item 3.4: Container: It was noted that the container had now been painted green and that the pitch appears to be used more regularly.

Page 2, Item 3.6: Playpark Fencing: Scott informed the group that there remained approximately £11,500 of the Scottish Power money however suggested that perhaps fencing for the play facility may not be the best use of funds.

The Steering Group agreed to remit this to the Management Group.

Page 2, Item 3.7: Plinths: Jessica informed the group that work was planned to resurrect the plinths in the burn to be re-sited with reinforced works. Volunteers are assisting with this.

As part of the ongoing information process, Jessica suggested siting 2/3 information boards at entrances to the park.

It was agreed to remit this to the Management Group.

Page 3, Item 5.4: 7 – a side pitches: In earlier communications, Mike Shields suggested retaining the full size pitch as there is evidence that it is now used and that a smaller set of goals could be sited between the pitch and playpark. This was agreed.

Page 3, Item 5.5: Mountain Bike Trail: Stuart informed the group that the Friends Group are working with two other sites in Edinburgh to take forward the feasibility of establishing mountain bike trails albeit they were still awaiting confirmation from Craigmillar in respect of their participation.
Stuart agreed to keep the group informed of progress.
	DD/SG/JM

JM1

JM1

Man Group
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	4
	GREEN FLAG
Jessica informed the group that the Meadows had failed in their bid to achieve Green Flag status. This is likely to have an affect on the development of other sites as there are a number of lessons to be learned.
Jenny added that a meeting is scheduled to take place on 16th September where a decision will be taken on which parks will go forward next year.

It has been recognised that management plans have been an issue and it is suggested that in siome aspects they have not contained enough information. Stuart felt this was contrary to the advice supplied by David Doig where it was felt that the plans should be concise and Scott and Jessica had carried out work to this effect.

Jenny added that the judges have provided feedback which will assist to inform the selection process for those to go forward next year.

In respect of the plan, Stuart felt that there needs to be clarity and he was willing to discuss this with D.Doig when he meets with him. This was agreed. 

It was agreed by those present to hold off any further discussion until the outcome of the 16th September meeting is known.

Margaret added that it would be useful to obtain a copy of the most recent survey as this will highlight potential areas where work is required. Gilbert agreed as without any factual information the Steering Group could be promoting the wrong items to tackle.

Jessica agreed to try to obtain the results of the recent surveys.
	SG

JM

	5
	SOUTH EDINBURGH PARTNERSHIP – FUTURE/SUPPORT
Scott informed those present  that for the time being the South Edinburgh Partnership Ltd will be retained. However, it now no longer employs any staff with all transferred into the council either as part of the Neighbourhood Team or JET.

The Steering Group will continue to receive support as it is recognised as part of the Neighbourhood Partnership Sub Structure however, it is unknown if this support will be from Scott or another colleague.

Stuart thanked Scott for his support to date.
	

	6
	WORKING TOGETHER
Jessica highlighted that there had been a couple of instances where activities had taken place in the park arranged by other agencies seeking to engage local communities. These often clashed with pre-planned activities and it was asked that all events, activities should go through Jessica.
This will ensure that the wide range of events/activities is spread throughout the tear and do not target the same people at the same time.

This was agreed.

Charlie apologised as it had been a recent ELGT activity which was not reported. Charlie added that they had been awarded Fairer Scotland Funding from the City Wide thematic element of Health and Wellbeing to develop a range of events and activities across south Edinburgh in the next 18 months hopefully in conjunction with the Healthy Living Initiative.
Charlie suggested that regular update meetings take place between himself, Jessica and SEHLI.

Stuart asked if the Management Group could receive a calendar of planned events for next year. This was agreed.
	CC/JM/SEHLI

CC/JM/SEHLI

	7 
	A.O.C.B. 

(A) Jessica had received an enquiry from the Bridgend Allotment Project to undertake coppicing in the park to assist with a project at number 64 Gilmerton Dykes Street.

Jessica is investigating this further with the CEC Woodland Officer.

(B) Jessica informed the group that a recent Bat Walk had attracted 24 participants.
(C) Jessica promoted that a number of corporate groups were keen to get involved in activities in the park as part of volunteering policies and that sometimes these would take place without the Steering group knowing as often the requests were last minute.

Charlie added that he too received requests and that it would be useful to look at the Management Plan to identify suitable projects for these groups.

(D) Margaret raised concerns at the amount of rubbish that accumulates at the end of the Burn at Burdiehouse (where the underpass used to be. There also appears to be flytipping going on.
Jim agreed to look into this issue.
	CC/JM

JM

	8
	DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 

Thursday 15th October 2009 at 2.00pm in 13 Newtoft Street, Edinburgh, EH17 8RG.   


	


