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Summary Note


Gracemount Development Group 


6 July 2009





 Update on Soft Strip/Demolition





Soutra complete and Garvald should be complete by end of July when Safedem will vacate the site.  It is anticipated that the newly appointed contractors, Coleman & Co, will take possession of the site on 27 July when they will commence work on Fala and prepare for the triple blowdown. 





21C Homes Update 





The masterplan has been submitted on the 26 June 09 for outline planning consent though no committee date has been set. 





CEC now seeking to engage a development partner – presently negotiating with 5 building companies





3D model of masterplan should be available for public viewing by 13 July 





Services Previously Provided From Fala Court (JF)





JF gave a short presentation based on a paper distributed earlier.  She advised that the only two services that had not been relocated were Table Talk and the Toy Library.  The fruit and vegetable stall could not compete with the prices being offered by e.g. Lidl.





HP and AA advised that they (and the community) were keen that a similar facility be provided, either by earmarking one of the new social units for this purpose or even setting aside a piece of ground for future development. 





TB acknowledged that CEC had not dismissed the request in its entirety; that it could be considered at a later.  It was also noted that CEC could research the current local need for such services and the likelihood of uptake if they were provided.





MF clarified with AA that the provision that they felt they required was a facility/provision to serve the elderly and the pre-school ages.





NH asked if the provision of a community facility could remain as an agenda item until further notice because she and IM shared the view that it was a reasonable community request.  This was agreed.    














 Schools Update (TM)





TM advised that the public consultation on the proposed closure of Burdiehouse Primary School begins on 24 August and ends in mid-October.





TM further explained that 2 classrooms would be freed within Gracemount Primary by relocating the existing nursery and building a new nursery somewhere else.  This strategy will easily accommodate the additional pupils from the regeneration project which has been estimated (possibly on the high side) at 50 additional pupils.





AA noted that there could be problems if the nursery were not built though she was assured that other rooms within the school, such as the music and computer rooms, would not be threatened.





NH advised that the ability of Gracemount Primary to function well is a grave concern to her.  Though it is a category B school the listing masks extremes at both ends of the scale.  The school barely copes with its existing roll without additional pupils from Burdiehouse (if closed) and the new development.  Finally, NH explained that existing access problems for drop offs and deliveries would only be exacerbated by expected events occurring.





TM agreed to open a dialogue with the high school.  Any questions should be directed to MF/MB in the first instance who will liaise with TM. 





In attendance:





Heather Phillips - GARA


Audrey Allan – GARA


Cllr Ian Murray – City of Edinburgh Council


Cllr Norma Hart – City of Edinburgh Council


Pauline Walker – (Gracemount High School) 


Agnes Renton - CEC SfC South Neighbourhood


Paul Swan – CEC SfC South Neighbourhood


Stewart Laird– CEC South Neighbourhood


Mohammad Domnati - CEC South Neighbourhood


Tommy McLean - CEC Children & Families


Michelle Fraser - CEC SfC, Regeneration


Carlyn Simpson - Lothian & Borders Police


Carol Menzies – Lothian & Borders Police


Jennifer Fairgrieve – (NHS Lothian)


Simon Lievesley - CEC SfC, Regeneration


Tricia Brocklebank – CEC SfC Regeneration


Mark Borthwick – CEC SfC Regeneration





Date and Time of Next Meeting


7 September 2009 at SENO, 40 Captain’s Road at 1400   





Summaries of the development group meetings and other information will be posted on the Neighbourhood Partnership website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.edinburghnp.org.uk" ��www.edinburghnp.org.uk�.  

















