[image: image1.png]*€DINBVRGH -





[image: image2.png]*€DINBVRGH -








Summary Note


Gracemount Development Group 


7 September 2009





Schools Update





An update was provided by Lindsay Glasgow from Children and Families.


The public consultation exercise has commenced in respect of the proposed closure of 4 city of Edinburgh primary schools


Every Burdiehouse pupil (probably about 125) will be offered a place at Gracemount Primary even though not all will be in the Gracemount catchment area.


A new nursery school is proposed to be built somewhere on the Gracemount Primary School site and a new home will be found for Liberton Boys Club.  These measures will free two extra classrooms within the school.


In due course, catchment areas will be redrawn which will reduce pressure locally.  All children from the new development will fall within the new catchment area.


Gracemount High School presently has a maximum capacity of 650 and a current school roll of 630, though CEC believes the school will be able to support future demand.


Class sizes should remain static.





  Update On Soft Strip/Demolition





An update was provided by John Daly from Housing Property Services.  


The exclusion zone comprises 200 houses plus the hotel.  Some of the Carnbee estate will require to be evacuated.


Coleman & Co has a programme scheduled over the next 2/3 weeks designed to make contact with every resident within the zone so they are fully advised what will be happening.


There will be a small test blast on 10 September.


A decision on the actual date of the demolition will be taken by the end of this week.  An October date is preferred.


An open day is being arranged for the benefit of those within the exclusion zone.  SENO and the Mansion House will be the venues. 


MF explained the process of engagement with the local schools and the detail of the safety talks, video diary and poster competition.








Another letter to those within the evacuation zone will be sent and more information leaflets distributed generally.


It is anticipated that the demolition will occur between 1130 and 1230 on the chosen day.


No structural damage to any properties is expected but vibration measurement devices will, nonetheless, be installed to monitor the position.


The high school will be the evacuation and guest centre.  The media centre will be based there as well.


Finally, there will be an evening meeting at the Libertus Centre on the 17 September for the benefit of all neighbourhood groups. 





21CH Update





MF provided a brief update as follows:-


CEC has commenced a competitive dialogue with 5 developers.


Regarding phasing, the first phase will comprise 99 units made up as follows:- 67 CEC rented properties, 20 mid-market rent and 12 shared equity.  It is expected that the second phase will continue on from the first and contain more shared equity.


Parking provision in front of cottages was being extended and consideration given to front on parking at this location in order to maximise spaces. 


GI noted that on completion of the development he foresaw problems with street naming and numbering.  Possibly a name plate for the end part of Gracemount Drive where the cottages are situated may help.





 Update on Former Fala Health Flat





 Paul Swan provided an update, stating that CEC still need to demonstrate a genuine need, though if one is established SfC will identify a site. It is anticipated that NHS Scotland will underwrite the running costs.





Date and Time of Next Meeting





5th October 2009 @ 1830 @ SENO





ATTENDING





 Michelle Fraser (Chair); Paul Swan; Mark Borthwick;Henry Coyle; Stewart Laird; John Daly (all SFC/CEC); Lindsay Glasgow; Tommy McLean (both CandF/CEC); George Irvine; Heather Phillips; Audrey Allan (all GARA); Justine Bradd (ETF); Carlyn Simpson (LBP) Councillor Norma Hart  

















In attendance:





Heather Phillips - Mansion House Board/GARA


George Irvine	- GARA


Imran Mahmood – Resident & Shop owner  


Justine Bradd - Edinburgh Tenants Federation


Cllr Norma Hart – City of Edinburgh Council


Neil MacDonald – BroadwayMalyan 


Neil Strachan - BroadwayMalyan


Agnes Renton - CEC SfC South Neighbourhood


Stewart Laird– CEC South Neighbourhood


Tommy McLean - CEC Children & Families


Michelle Fraser - CEC SfC, Regeneration


Carlyn McGhee - Lothian & Borders Police


Jim Cassidy – (Gracemount High School)


Ken Gregor – (PT Gracemount High School)


Simion Lievesley - CEC SfC, Regeneration


Tricia Brocklebank – CEC SfC Regeneration


Mark Borthwick – CEC SfC Regeneration





Summaries of the development group meetings and other information will be posted on the Neighbourhood Partnership website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.edinburghnp.org.uk" ��www.edinburghnp.org.uk�.  

















