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ENVIRONMENTAL FORUM 1
Multi Member Ward:

10 Meadows/Morningside
Minute of Meeting: 

25 May 2009
Present: 
Community Representatives

Robin Morris

Merchiston Community Council

John Simon

Local Resident
Ian Clement

Local Resident
John Lowe

Local Resident
Brian Harris

Local Resident & Friends of the Meadows and Bruntsfield Links
Andrew Bell

Grange Association
Ann Wigglesworth
Tollcross Community Council

Andy Devenport
Tollcross Community Council

Jean Thompson

Morningside Community Council

Richard Ellis

Morningside Community Council

Bridget Stevens

Merchiston Community Council

CEC
Donald Burgess

Services for Communities
Finlay Martin

City Development
Apologies
Goff Cantley

Friends of Hermitage and Blackford

Frances Hawarden
Merchiston Community Council

Councillor Johnstone

Councillor MacLaren

Councillor McInnes

Councillor Godzik 

Roy Mack


George Watson’s College

David Doig

Services for Communities – Local Environment Manager
	Item
	Detail
	Action

	1
	Welcome & Introductions

	

	2
	Apologies

· As above
	

	3
	Selection of chairperson
1. Donald advised that Councillor Johnstone has come to the end of her term as chair and intended to step down. To date none of the other councillors have indicated that they would wish to take on this role.

2. Following discussion it was agreed that John Lowe would take on the chair as an interim measure. John will write to the Councillors re the group’s desire to have a Councillor as chair.

3. Brian Harris noted his disappointment that there has been very little councillor attendance at the forum meetings and wished John to make this clear in his letter. Agreed.

4. The group also indicated that John should write to Councillor Johnstone thanking her for her input over the last year.
	JL

JL

JL

	4
	Open Space Strategy – presentation by Finlay Martin, Planning Officer
1. Finlay advised the group of the background and purpose of the open space audit and strategy.

2. He advised the project timetable and noted that all open space would be classified by type, named and, where possible, quality would be recorded.
3. He advised that the city wide consultation process commenced on 19th May using a range of methods and that a South Central Neighbourhood Partnership public workshop is being held on Thursday 25th June at 6:30pm in the Gillis Centre, Strathearn Road. There will also be a presence at the Meadows Festival on Sunday 7th June.
4. Finlay to provide the event posters to the Community Council’s for distribution.
	FM

	5
	Previous minutes and matters arising
1. The minutes of Forum 1 meeting of 26 January were agreed with minor changes.
Matters arising

a. Bridget Stevens expressed her concern on that unknown individuals were able to submit projects for Capital Roads Fund projects. Following discussion it was agreed that John Gill, as part of the review of the process, carry out a survey of participant’s views.

b. It was noted that the issues log is not being maintained and this should be brought up to date.
2. The minutes of the joint forum meeting of 23rd March were agreed with minor changes.
Matters arising

a. Donald drew the group’s attention to the item on the proposed neighbourhood partnership sub structure and explained that the purpose of this structure was to ensure that the local community plan priorities could be driven forward. 
b. He advised that it was proposed to develop a Housing and Environmental sub-group with links to the Environmental Forums.
c. Following discussion the group agreed that they see their role as continuing to focus on issues arising from the provision of environmental services by SfC and other council departments. The forum would link with the proposed Housing and Environmental sub-group where appropriate.
d. Information was sought on the trialing of the red/blue box collection system for tenements.

	JG

DB

DB

DD

	6
	Environmental Manager update
1. Due to time constraints this report was circulated but not discussed. It was noted that some items had been picked up in matters arising. 
	

	7


	Neighbourhood Partnership update

1. Due to time constraints this report was circulated but not discussed. It was noted that some items had been picked up in matters arising.
	

	8


	A.O.B

1. Brian Harris noted that there has been no update on progress with Vanguard in relation to the effectiveness of Clarence. David Doig to investigate and report at the next meeting.
2. Brian also noted that there has been no update of the success of the Pathfinder project launched earlier in the year. Donald advised that the pilot was still in operation but that evaluation has been held up due to changes in senior management. David Doig to investigate and report at the next meeting.

3. It was noted that there has been no attendance at the Forum meetings by Marchmont Sciennes Community Council and it was suggested that John Lowe contact them with an invitation to participate.

4. Richard Ellis noted that the re-turfed area of the Meadows had a lot of stones and rubble on it.

5. Jean Thompson requested that clarification is given on the signage in relation to the no right/left turn into Canaan Lane.

6. Robin Morris noted that there has still been no contact with regard to Merchiston Community Councils request for a walkabout with neighbourhood Officers.

7. Ann Wigglesworth advised the group about the deputation to the full council meeting on Thursday 28th May about events in the Meadows.
	DD

DD

JL

DD

JG

DD

	9
	Date of next meeting

1. It was noted that, at the joint meeting, there had been agreement to move to a 3 monthly meeting pattern with one joint meeting per year. This was agreed.

2. Next meeting Monday 7th September 2009 7pm in the Eltham Room, Eric Liddell Centre
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