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ENVIRONMENTAL FORUM 1
Multi Member Ward:

10 Meadows/Morningside
Minute of Meeting: 

26 January 2009
Present: 
Community Representatives

Frances Hawarden
Merchiston Community Council

Robin Morris

Merchiston Community Council

John Simon

Ian Clement

Local Resident
Roy Mack


George Watson’s College

John Lowe
Brian Harris

Local Resident & Friends of the Meadows and Bruntsfield Links
Theodora Bayley

Andrew Bell

Grange Association
Ann Wigglesworth
Tollcross Community Council

CEC
Councillor Johnstone

David Doig

Services for Communities – Local Environment Manager


Jenna Macnaughton
Services for Communities
Apologies
Jean Thompson

Morningside Community Council
Goff Cantley

Friends of Hermitage and Blackford

Bridget Stevens

Merchiston Community Council
	Item
	Detail
	Action

	1.
	Welcome & Introductions
· Councillor Johnstone welcomes everyone to the meeting and introductions were made


	

	2.
	Apologies

· As above
	

	3. 
	Previous Minutes and matters arising
· Brian Harris feels as though the previous minutes do not portray the true feelings of the group towards the Community.  This topic was raised at previous meetings but he feels as though it was not dealt with.

· Ian Clement would like to make it clear that he did not say that the SAC work would be carried out for free.
· It was commented that the recording of the minutes should be looked at.  John Lowe mentions that he prefers report minutes as someone from outside the group reading over the minutes would not be able to follow what is being commented on.  David Doig agreed that this is an issue and should be looked at.
· Brian Harris would like to note that the minutes from Environmental Forum 2 have still not been added to the minutes.  The minutes were meant to have been added twice before.
· Minutes are approved.

	DB

DB

	4.
	Environmental Manager Update / Roads Capital Projects
· David Doig issued the group with the CIM Scores. The CIM Score for City Centre is 69 and the South Area is 70.  This is the first ever time there has been uniformity over the wards.  David went on to explain that barrowroutes and cleansing would be increased in Marchmont and Sciennes area when staff numbers are available.
Week of Action

· David Doig informed the group of the proposed Week of Action that is to be carried out from Nicolson Street – Newington Road.  This is a Joint partnership project between Community Safety and Environment.  This is the first type of project carried out in Edinburgh.  A similar project was carried out in Leith but this concentrated more on Community Safety.  The service areas which will be involved in the week are Gullies, Street Lighting, Roads, Street Cleaning, Specialist Services, Parks and Education.  A number of partner’s outwith the Council will also be involved in the week such as; the fire brigade, shop owners, police etc.  
· The general work will be carried out between 9am – 4pm taken into consideration the commuter traffic.  Some service areas may have to work outwith this time, areas such as street lighting.
· There will be a Hub set up for the public to drop into which will be keep updated with all actions being carried out through out the week.  The location for this is still to be confirmed.

· A project like this takes around sixteen weeks to organize

· What is hoped, is that if the week is successful that a similar project could be carried out within this ward area
Meadows

· David Doig informed the forum that the Meadows are slowly recovering.  Events are being located in other areas of the City, so hopefully no events will be held on the Meadows during 2009 allowing the Meadows to rest for eighteen months.  John Lowe commented that it does not help matters when Public Utilities are constantly digging up the meadows.  David informed the group that all parks are reinstated to Council satisfaction after work is carried out.  Brian Harris commented that there are two areas of ponding and suggestions made to the removal of the water were never minuted.  Drainage issues should come first.  David informed the Forum that contact had been made with Ian Dickson with regards to the Meadows.  There are no plans of the drainage systems so this is being investigated to get a clearer idea of layout and their condition before any works are agreed.

· Clarification of what work can be provided and the associated costings also requires to be finalized.
Roads Capital Project

· David issued the forum with an up to date table of the projects. The Project comes to an end in April 2009.  Any funding unused can be carried into the following year.  David informed the group that he is hopeful to reach issue no.9. 
· The issued with Tollcross Junction has been cancelled as this project could be covered by Public Realm Funding.

· The issues on the back page are completed jobs and the issues colored Green are jobs that will be covered with Revenue.

· Issues noted concerning the new cycle way, pedestrian crossing and new footbridge have been passed to City Development Department.  An update will be provided when possible.

· It has been agreed to erect the new Finger-Pointing post at High Riggs. Ann Wigglesworth is to get back with any suggestions from the Community Council regarding the desired location of the new fingerpost
· Ann also asked if the area by Kings Theatre/Lothian Road could be investigated.

· Could the updated Guidance Notes regarding the voting of projects please be issued.
· Brian Harris would like to compliment the Park Warden working on Bruntsfield links for his work during the festive period.
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	5.
	Neighbourhood Partnership Update 
· The next South/Central Neighbourhood Partnership is 23 February 2009, held in the Business Centre – City Chambers

· The Neighbourhood Partnership Update will be added to the minutes
	DB

	6.
	AOB
· John Lowe commented on the collection of Christmas trees.  He was informed that the dates specified for uplifts in the area were 16 and 23 January 2009.  There were still a number of trees waiting to be uplifted in the area.  John believed there may have been a problem with the advertising of the uplifts – perhaps they could think of improving the advertising?  Roy Mack did comment that although there were a few noted problems the service was far better than the previous year.

· Ian Clement commented on the issues log.  This will be updated and issued to forum members
· Frances Hawarden would like it noted that the signage at the traffic island at Polwarth Terrace – Polwarth Gardens has not yet been replaced.  Traffic is still going round Island wrong way.  David will arrange for an inspection to be made.

· Anne Wigglesworth mentioned the BT junction boxes – these are covered with Graffiti and Fly-posting.  Anne to email David with locations of the boxes.  Anne also mentioned Police Boxes but David informed her to contact City Development regarding this issue.

· Frances Hawarden asked about the cleansing of recycling points over the Christmas Period, in particular Napier University.  David explained that this area is private and not under Council remit.  Frances also asked if the present economic crisis had any effect on recycling.  David informed the group that the Council are hoping to recycle 40% of waste by 2012.
· John Lowe commented that he was impressed with the recycling/refuse uplift over the Christmas period.

· Brian Harris asked if the forms used to report issues could be attached with the minutes.  Brian would also like it noted that there are a number of bins in the Marchmont Area that have no frontages, can these be replaced?  David informed the forum that the department is in the process of replacing all bins with a new metal Derby bin.  Ian Clement commented that some bins had a bad design as pizza boxes do not fit.
· Theodora Bayley raised the issue of stone crop that grows on the verges and small walls around Marchmont Crescent/Roseneath Place.  Theodora commented that the stone crop makes the area look pleasant and she can not understand why it is sprayed with chemicals and killed off.  David informed the group that he is not sure who would carry out this spraying in Marchmont Crescent.  In Roseneath Place the Council would only spray the pavement area.  The machines that the Council uses would not spray any higher than arm height so they would not be spraying the walls.  The Councils policy is too spray the areas twice a year.  Alison Johnstone informed the forum that she has notes on the chemicals used from a previous enquiry and would pass this to the forum.
· Ann Wigglesworth raised the issue of cigarette ends that are littering the area.  David commented that “hoovers” are being trialed at the moment to try and eradicate the littering of cigarette ends.
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	7.
	Date of next Meeting
· 23 March 2009 

· Environmental Forum 2 will also join the meeting on the above date.  A central location to be agreed.

	DB
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