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ENVIRONMENTAL FORUM 1
Multi Member Ward:

10 Meadows/Morningside
Minute of Meeting: 

7 September 2009
Present: 
Community Representatives

John Lowe

Local Resident
Robin Morris

Merchiston Community Council

Ian Clement

Local Resident
Goff Cantley

Friends of Hermitage and Blackford

Frances Hawarden
Merchiston Community Council
Brian Harris

Local Resident & Friends of the Meadows and Bruntsfield Links
Andrew Bell

Grange Association
Ann Wigglesworth
Tollcross Community Council

Jean Thompson

Morningside Community Council

CEC
Donald Burgess

Services for Communities
TSE

Pat Abel


Transition Edinburgh South
Michele Hipwell

Transition Edinburgh South
Apologies
John Simon

Local Resident
Bridget Stevens

Merchiston Community Council

Councillor Johnstone

Councillor MacLaren

Councillor McInnes

Councillor Godzik 

Roy Mack


George Watson’s College

David Doig

Services for Communities – Local Environment Manager
	Item
	Detail
	Action

	1
	Welcome & Introductions
	

	2
	Apologies

· As above

	

	3
	Transition South Edinburgh
1. Michele Hipwell and Pat Abel explained that TSE is a part of the Transition Initiative network and is a grass-root community group in South Edinburgh.
2. TES acts to strengthen local communities in the South of Edinburgh to become less fossil-fuel dependent, neutralise their impact on the environment and re-localise the skills on which they depend. 
3. Working groups take forward these objectives and have evolved according to the interest of members 

4. Current working groups

· Communication, Outreach & Environ. Awareness

· Food/Gardening and Tree

· Energy

· Heart and Soul

5. Ongoing Projects: 
· Funding was been received from the Climate Challenge Fund in May 2009 for a project to reduce energy in two ‘hard to treat’ tenement streets in South Edinburgh. This energy project focuses on community engagement and door interviewing of the householders and tenants in the two streets in South Edinburgh, Woodburn Terrace (primarily owner occupiers) and Hope Park Terrace (primarily rented accommodation). 
· Community Allotments

· Guerrilla gardening

6. TES website
· http://www.transitionedinburghsouth.org.uk/

	

	4
	Previous minutes and matters arising
1. The minutes of Forum 1 meeting of 25 May were agreed. 
Matters arising

2. John Lowe advised that he had written to the councillors regarding attendance at the forum meetings. Supportive replies had been received but were non committal on future attendance due to other commitments.
3. John also wrote to Councillor Johnstone thanking her for her input over the last year.

4. John also wrote Marchmont Sciennes Community Council inviting them to participate in the forum. They have responded advising that they will wait until after the community council elections before taking up this offer.

5. David Doig still to provide information on the red/blue box tenement trial. 
6. David Doig still to provide information on the Vanguard project.
7. David Doig still to provide information on the Pathfinder project.
8. Robin Morris noted that there has still been no contact with regard to Merchiston Community Councils request for a walkabout with neighbourhood officers. David Doig to contact Robin to discuss dates.
9. The presentation on the Hermitage of Braid management plan to be included on the next meetings agenda
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	5
	Environmental manager’s update
1. The report produced by David Doig was circulated by Donald.
2. Brian Harris noted the report was undated. Donald advised that this was the position at 4 September.
3. Ian Clement noted the continued gap between the CIMS scores and residents perception of the cleanliness of their streets.
4. Discussion on the issues arising from the non cleaning of gulleys and the view that the present system was ineffective and under resourced. John Lowe noted that Forum 2 also regard this as an issue and quoted an e-mail from Councillor Rose to the Forum chair, Sue Tritton:
“Here is the up to date policy which, as I understand it, has three aspects.
First, the default position is that gullies are cleaned out once a year.

Second, there are certain gullies which are on a list for more frequent attention - such as longstanding hotspots, foot of hills.

Thirdly the gullies team respond to call outs brought to their attention by the public and councillors.

As you would expect, there is a schedule for city wide routine cleaning.“
5. It was agreed that John Lowe should write to the Councillors expressing the group’s dissatisfaction with the quality and effectiveness of the present gulley cleaning system.

	JL

	6
	Neighbourhood Partnership update

1. Donald circulated an extract from the minute of the South Central neighbourhood partnership meeting of 10 August regarding the development of the NP sub structure, drawing attention to the decision by the partnership to continue with the two forums but to consider further how they could/should link with the sub structure. Noted by the group.
2. Donald circulated an extract from the minute of the South Central neighbourhood partnership meeting of 10 August regarding the Meadows Short Life Working Group, drawing attention to the decision by the partnership to further consider the report to ensure that all stakeholders are adequately represented on the Meadows Management Group. Noted by the group.

	

	7


	A.O.B

1. John Lowe note the contacts list attached to the Environmental Forum Two minutes and requested that this is incorporated periodically with Forum One minutes.
2. Ian Clement reported the following issues:

a. 189 to 193 Bruntsfield Place – consider double yellow lines to aid traffic flow.

b. The OMB bin outside Montpelier’s obscures pedestrian sightlines when crossing the road.

3. Ann Wigglesworth advised that more green recycling bins are required in the Tollcross area.

4. Brian Harris observed that the paper recycling bins in Marchmont have been reduced and that the remaining bins are not sufficient to meet demand.
	DB
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	Date of next meeting

1. Monday 11 January 2010
2. Future meetings:

· Wednesday 28 April – joint meeting with Forum 2

· Monday 5 July 2010

· Monday 4 October 2010


	


The South Edinburgh Local Environment Team responsible for your neighbourhood are:

Local Environment Manager:

David Doig

0131 529 5187
david.doig@edinburgh.gov.uk
David has responsibility for the management and development of Environment Services in the South area. This includes maintaining roads, parks and green spaces.

Community Parks Officer

Mike Shields

0131 529 7624

mike.shields@edinburgh.gov.uk

Area Roads Manager


John Gill

0131 529 3487

john.gill@edinburgh.gov.uk

Task Force Manager


Jim Monaghan
07786 110 377

jim.monaghan@edinburgh.gov.uk
Task Force Manager


Jim Curran

07786 110 377

james.curran@edinburgh.gov.uk 
Local Community 

Safety Manager:



Kathy Evans

0131 529 5106

kathy.evans@edinburgh.gov.uk
Kathy is responsible for managing those services which make South Edinburgh a safer community, including Environmental Wardens, Community Safety Concierge, tackling antisocial behaviour and joint working with the Police.

Community Safety Team


Community Safety Team 

Senior Officer 



Greig Henderson
0131 529 5138

greig.henderson@edinburgh.gov.uk 

Environmental Warden 

Team Leader 



Mohamed Demnati 0131 529 5204
mohamed.demnati@edinburgh.gov.uk
Senior Environmental Warden
Brian Mills

0131 529 5204

brian.mills@edinburgh.gov.uk
· Call the Council Contact Centre on 0131 200 2000 for info on Council services.

· Call 0131 529 5757 to report stair lighting faults. 

· Call CLARENCE on 0800 23 23 23 to report road and lighting problems.

· Call 0131 529 7050 to report antisocial behaviour and find out how to help end it.

· Call the Rapid Response Team on 0808 100 33 66 about litter and dumping problems on public land. 
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