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ENVIRONMENTAL FORUM 2
Ward:  15 Southside Newington
Minute of Meeting: 27 May 2009
Present:
Councillor Cameron Rose

Elspeth Zank


Local resident

Hilary McDowell

South Side Community Council
Ian Carter


Blacket Association

Andrew Bell


Grange Association

Jo Scott


South Side Community Council
Barbara Robertson

Grange Prestonfield Community Council

PC Tom Hopper 

L&B Police

Liz Mulligan


Dumbiedykes Environmental Group

David Somervell

Edinburgh University Estates

Kathy Evans 


SfC
Community Safety Manager

Donald Burgess

SfC
Partnership Development Officer

Finlay Martin


City Development - Planning

Apologies:
Sue Tritton


Grange Prestonfield Community Council

	Item
	Detail
	Action

	1
	Welcome & Introductions
1. Jo Scott welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained that she would be taking on the chair in Sue Tritton’s absence
	

	2

	Apologies
1. As above
	

	3

	Open Space Strategy – presentation by Finlay Martin
1. Findlay advised the group of the background and purpose of the open space audit and strategy.
2. He advised the project timetable and noted the that all open space would be classified by type, named and, where possible, quality would be recorded.
3. He advised that the city wide consultation process commenced on 19th May using a range of methods and that a South Central Neighbourhood Partnership public workshop is being held on Thursday 25th June at 6:30pm in the Gillis centre, Strathearn Road. There will also be a presence at the Meadows Festival on Sunday 7th June.
	

	4
	Previous minutes and matters arising
4. Minutes of the Forum 2 meeting of 28th January 2008 proposed as accurate by Andrew Bell and seconded by Ian Carter - agreed 
5. Minutes of the joint Forum meeting of 23rd March 2009 agreed
	

	5
	Week of action report
1. Donald circulated the report produced by David Doig for the Neighbourhood Partnership meeting of 11th May. Kathy noted that this report did not incorporate the L&B police input which was currently being put together. It was agreed that David’s and the police report would be considered together at the next Forum meeting.
2. The following points were raised during the discussion around the report:

a. Andrew Bell canvassed views on how successful the event had been and was advised that there was a general consensus that it had been beneficial but that certain areas were deteriorating again.

b. Hilary McDowell noted that the installation of the replacement litter bins, which had been delayed, has still not taken place. David Somervell to contact Margaret Williamson to discuss how Edinburgh University could ensure that the style of bins used would be consistent in areas controlled by the University.
c. Cameron Rose and other group members raised the issue of the volume of graffiti evident in the area and strongly urged Community Safety and the police to increase efforts to apprehend the individuals responsible. Kathy and Tom acknowledged this and advised that steps were being taken to direct additional resources to this issue. This will involve visits to spray paint retailers and the possible use of CCTV where appropriate.
	KE
DD

DS

KE/TH

	6
	Report on Capital Roads Projects
1. Donald circulated the report produced by David Doig, Local Environmental Manager.
2. During the discussion that followed the points below were noted:

a. Andrew bell advised that Forum 2 noted their concern with projects put forward by individuals being considered. Their view was that only community councils should be able to propose projects. Forum 1 has asked for the process to be reviewed and participants views to be sought.

b. Cameron Rose noted that the process used is very labour intensive for officers and this should be considered by any review.

c. It was agreed that projects for 20010/11 should be sourced from community councils, environmental forums and the area board. Individuals wishing to submit proposals should be directed to the above groups.

	DD

	7
	Environmental Manager Update 

1. Donald circulated the report produced by David Doig, Local Environmental Manager. 
2. Andrew bell requested information on how long the process of weed spraying takes and the schedule for the area.

3. David Somervell expressed concern that the spraying around the trees in the Meadows has resulted in ever widening dead areas around the trees.
	DD

DD

	8
	Neighbourhood Partnership update
1. Donald circulated the report produced by Susan Bruce for the Neighbourhood Partnership meeting of 11th May.
2. Donald drew the group’s attention to the item on the proposed neighbourhood partnership sub structure and explained that the purpose of this structure was to ensure that the local community plan priorities could be driven forward. 
3. Following discussion the group agreed that it did not see any value in the formation of the Housing and Environmental sub group and recommended that each environmental forum takes forward environmental issues in their own area with housing and parking issues dealt with elsewhere.
4. David Somervell noted the information on pedestrian crossing and indicated that he would like to discuss possible improvements to the area around the new Informatics building. Cameron Rose to progress this.
	DB
CR

	9


	Issues log

1. Donald circulated the issues log and Kathy noted that the maintenance of the log had been erratic. She asked for the group’s views on the best way of recording and monitoring actions arising at the meetings.
2. Following discussion it was agreed that actions recorded in the minute would be collected and reported back at the next meeting as a single agenda item.
3. Cameron Rose noted the failure to obtain a gulley cleaning schedule and undertook to action this.

	DB

CR

	10

	A.O.B

1. Cameron Rose updated the group on action being considered for the junction of West Savile Terrace and Blackford Avenue as a result of a history of road traffic accidents stretching back 11 years. He noted that the research has indicated that the accidents predominantly involve cyclists and that the measures being considered relate to cyclist safety rather than pedestrian safety.

2. Elspeth Zank asked for action on local people encouraging seagull activity in St Patrick’s Square by providing copious amounts of bread for them.

3. Elspeth also requested action on the groups of people congregating in Nicolson Square. Kathy and PC Hopper acknowledged this and advised the plans were being developed to address the problem.

4. Andrew Bell advised the group that forum 1 had noted the lack of Councillor attendance at their meeting and thanked Councillor Rose for his attendance.

5. David Somervell made the group aware of the Transition Edinburgh South group and asked for the contact details to be incorporated in the minute.
          www.transitionedinburghsouth.org.uk     
6. Jo Scott asked if it would be possible to site a CCTV camera at Buccleuch Street. Kathy advised that this was currently under consideration.
	KE
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	11
	Date of next meeting
1. It was noted that, at the joint meeting, there had been agreement to move to a 3 monthly meeting pattern with one joint meeting per year and Andrew Bell advised that this has been adopted by Forum 1. This was agreed.
2. Next meeting Wednesday 29 July 2009 7pm in the Society Room, Nicolson Square Church.

	All




The South Edinburgh Local Environment Team responsible for your neighbourhood are:

Local Environment Manager:
David Doig


0131 529 5187
david.doig@edinburgh.gov.uk
David has responsibility for the management and development of Environment Services in the South area. This includes maintaining roads, parks and green spaces.

Community Parks Officer

Mike Shields

0131 529 7624

mike.shields@edinburgh.gov.uk

Area Roads Manager


John Gill

0131 529 3487

John.gill@edinburgh.gov.uk

Task Force Manager


Jim Monaghan
07786 110 377

jim.monaghan@edinburgh.gov.uk
Task Force Manager


Jim Curran

07786 110 377

james.curran@edinburgh.gov.uk 
Local Community 

Safety Manager:


Kathy Evans


0131 529 5106

kathy.evans@edinburgh.gov.uk
Kathy is responsible for managing those services which make South Edinburgh a safer community, including Environmental Wardens, Community Safety Concierge, tackling antisocial behaviour and joint working with the Police.

Community Safety Team


Community Safety Team 

Senior Officer 



Greig Henderson
0131 529 5138

greig.henderson@edinburgh.gov.uk 

Environmental Warden 

Team Leader 



Mohamed Demnati0131 529 5204
mohamed.demnati@edinburgh.gov.uk
Senior Environmental Warden
Brian Mills

0131 529 5204

brian.mills@edinburgh.gov.uk
· Call the Council Contact Centre on 0131 200 2000 for info on Council services.

· Call 0131 529 5757 to report stair lighting faults. 

· Call CLARENCE on 0800 23 23 23 to report road and lighting.

· Call 0131 529 7050 to report antisocial behaviour and find out how to help end it.

· Call the Rapid Response Team on 0808 100 33 66 about litter and dumping problems on public land.
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