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ENVIRONMENTAL FORUM 2
Ward:  15 Southside Newington
Minute of Meeting: 28 January 2009
Present:
Sue Tritton







Chair
Community Representatives:
Elspeth Zank

Local resident
Bert Arnott


Local Resident

Ian Carter


Blacket Association

Andrew Bell


Grange Association

Kate Arnott


Grange Prestonfield Community Council

Jo Scott


South Side Community Council 

Hilary McDowell

South Side Community Council

Douglas Dalgleish

Savile Area Residents Association

Services for Communities (SfC):

Kathy Evans 

Community Safety Manager

Jenna Macnaughton
Business Assistant - South
Angus Murdoch

Strategy and Recycling Officer
Steve Burgess

Councillor

Apologies:

Barbara Robertson


	Item
	Detail
	Action

	1.
	Welcome & Introductions
· Sue Tritton welcomes everyone to the meeting and made introductions.

	

	2.


	Apologies
· As above

	

	3.


	Previous Minutes and Matters Arising 
· Kate Arnott noted that she had spoke with the trainer at the Royal Blind School regarding the street obstructions.  The trainer explained that clear streets are unrealistic and they prefer to train people in real situations and all obstructions.

· The issue of the Graffiti kits was raised.  Kathy informed the forum that there are no longer any kits and there is no intention to purchase any more in the future.  However, Kathy will investigate the source of funding for the kits.

· Hilary would like it noted that the Neighbourhood Partnership has nothing listed under the event section on the Website.
	KE

	4. 
	Waste Management Presentation –Angus Murdoch
· Angus Murdoch presented the Forum with an informative presentation regarding recycling and associated issues.

· As of April 2008 recycling reached the top end by reaching 32% of waste recycled.  During the winter months this percentage decreases and in the summer this is increased with the recycling of garden waste.  The percentage is calculated by measuring the weight of waste recycled.  The department meets each target each year.  
· The aim of the department is to maximize the number of participants and to offer tailored solutions.  An example of a tailored solution is the recycling offered in the colonies.  The colonies cannot be reached by the vehicles so they are asked to present recycle at the end of their street.  Glass collections at the kerbside are being piloted in the Marchmont Area.  The residents are being issued with smaller more upright boxes.  There is only a little success in this area with an uptake of 17%.  

· The placement of recycling bins is restricted due to planning regulations and parking. 

· A new collection vehicle has been issued which enable new routes to be issued.  There has already been a noticeable improvement in the service.

· In the long terms it would be preferred to be recycling 40% of waste.  To help achieve this there would have to be a review of materials collected.

· A pilot has been launched in recycling centre and community centre for the recycling of batteries.  Electronic companies are also introducing points for the recycling of batteries within the larger stores.

· The recycling of food waste has not yet been targeted.  However, the compost at home scheme has been launched but does not cover all food waste.  The “Love Food – Hate Waste” Campaign has also been launched – this is to encourage the public not to buy food in excess as this increases waste.  Edinburgh does not have any facilities to recycle waste.  However, a planning application has been submitted for a food waste plant and this is submitted by the same company who also recycle the garden waste.  A pilot of recycling food waste is being looked at.
Questions

· Sue Tritton asked about the recycling of glass in Edinburgh.  Angus explained that too many noise complaints were received.  A glass bank was previously place at Homebase but this had been removed.  If glass could be recycled alongside cans and plastic this would decrease the noise.

· Douglas Dalgleish asked where the other 70% of waste that is not recycled is going.  Angus replied that this waste is going straight to Landfill in Dunbar.  Most of this waste is also recyclable. City of Edinburgh Council, East Lothian Council and Viridor all use the Dunbar Landfill.

· Bert Arnott asked if Education is provided on recycling as he has noticed sites in East Lothian.  Angus informed the forum that mobile education sites are used at Schools and Community Centres.
· Kate Arnott asked if trade waste uplifts are paid for as she has noticed traders using public recycling points.  Angus explained that it is illegal for traders to use these public recycling points.  Viridor are contractors who uplift for private traders and this is a charged service.

· It was asked if the department notice any problems with the durability of the recycle boxes – it was noticed that the red boxes are now white.  Angus explained that their supplier had changed.  There is also a problem with replacing lids as there is a problem with the supplier. It was noted that a lid was replaced at Blackwood Crescent and this should be green.  Angus to investigate.

If the Forum has any enquiries or complaints regarding recycling they should email: wasteaware@edinburgh.gov.uk and this will be passed to the appropriate officer.

	

	5.
	Report on Capital Road Project 
· The deadline for new projects has been moved to 13 February 2009.
· The guidance notes have been updated and issued.

	

	6.
	AOB
· Hilary McDowell would like it noted that a neighbour in East Preston Street ordered a bin and this was not delivered.  However, a resident in West Preston Street took delivery of an unwanted bin – perhaps this delivery got mixed up?  Angus has taken note of this error and will deal with it on his return to work.
· Jo Scott would like it noted that she does not feel that the clean up of St Patrick Square before the switch on of the Christmas lights was effective.  She visited at 3:15 and there was still a lot of debris and many comments were made that people were standing in dog mess.  Kathy will look into this.  Jo also asked if a Dog Fouling sign could be erected in the area so that Dog walkers are aware of the fine 
· Kathy informed the forum that CCTV is being put up in a number of locations: Nicolson Street, West Richmond Street, Rankeillor/Montague Street, South Clerk Street and within Newington.

· The Week of Action is to be held 16 – 20 March 2009.  

· It was suggested that perhaps at the next forum meeting there could be a presentation of the Week of Action to give forum members an update of the week’s proposals.


	

	7.
	Date of Next Meeting
· 23 March 2009
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