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ENVIRONMENTAL FORUM 2
Ward:  15 Southside Newington
Minute of Meeting: 28 October 2009
Present:
Sue Tritton (Chair)

Grange Prestonfield Community Council
Elspeth Zank


Local resident

Ian Carter


Blacket Association

Jo Scott


Local resident
Douglas Dalgleish

Savile Area Residents Association
Liz Mulligan


Dumbiedykes Environmental Group
Andrew Bell


Grange Association
Bert Arnott


Local resident
Kate Arnott


Local resident
Maureen Bishop

Grange Prestonfield Community Council
Councillor Perry

Kathy Evans 


SfC
Community Safety Manager

Donald Burgess

SfC
Partnership Development Officer
Apologies:
Hilary McDowell

South Side Community Council
Michael Strain

South Side Community Council

	Item
	Detail
	Action

	1
	Welcome & Introduction
1. Sue welcomed Maureen Bishop to her first meeting
	

	2
	Apologies
1. As above
	

	3
	Previous minutes
1. Agreed as accurate
	

	4
	Matters arising\actions from last meeting
1. Kathy Evans advised that CEC will not white line the step at the Kalpna Restaurant due to it not being adopted. Roads Manager to write to the restaurant recommending that they paint the line due to it being raised by the Forum as a trip hazard. 
2. Various members for the group noted that gully cleaning has been taking place and Kathy advised that she has been promised a cleaning schedule which will be circulated when available.
3. Liz Mulligan asked of Dumbiedykes will be included in the barrow beats.
4. General disappointment that CEC have failed to have the developer complete the work to the footpath at Nicolson Square. Kathy advised that the Roads Manager wrote to Festival Inns in early October requesting action. The Roads Manager to follow this up and Sue Tritton will write to Festival Inns asking them to attend the next Forum meeting.
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	5
	Action on graffiti
1. Kathy Evans provided a verbal update on the scope and type of actions being taken to reduce the incidence of tagging, graffiti and, to a lesser extent, fly posting. She noted that South Central has been particularly badly affected recently.
1.1. The Community Safety Team has completed an audit of all graffiti\tagging in the South Neighbourhood.
1.2. Two individuals were recently charged for graffiti in Gullens Close and, in a separate action, a police raid is likely to result in two other individuals being charged.
1.3. Kathy pulling together a neighbourhood team to blitz particularly badly affected areas in early January, focussing on utility\mail boxes and parking ticket machines in the St Leonard’s area.

1.4. A group has been formed to develop a city wide strategy for action on graffiti.

1.5. Jo Scott noted that she had been advised by Edinburgh University Estates that they would be attempting to clean off the graffiti at Meadow Place Lane – Kathy to contact them.
1.6. Kathy noted that the boards used for graffiti at the rear of the Festival Hall at Potterrow will be removed and there are concerns that this may result in an upsurge of incidences of graffiti elsewhere. Ian Perry suggested that this could be brought to the attention of the Neighbourhood Partnership with a view to promoting an authorised alternative site.  

1.7. Following a wide discussion on the subject of graffiti Kathy urged everyone to continue reporting issues.

1.8. Graffiti action to be a standard item on the agenda in future.

1.9. Kathy advised that, if interested, members of the group could visit the CMF and Wednesday 2nd December at 6pm was agreed with a subsequent date to be arranged if numbers require it.
	KE

All
DB\KE

KE

	6
	Capital roads fund
1. Kathy circulated the report produced by John Gill, Local Roads Manager noting the status of the 2008/09 and 2009/10 roads projects.
1.1. Douglas Dalgleish noted that Project 1 – Blackford Avenue is in Ward 15

1.2. It was agreed to invite John Gill along to the next meeting to provide further information on the projects.
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	7
	Environmental Manager Update 

1. Kathy circulated the report produced by David Doig, Local Environmental Manager.
1.1. Jo Scott noted the effective leaf removal at West Relugas Road.

1.2. Kate Arnott praised the street sweeper who removed the dog dirt from the pavement in front of her home. 
1.3. Liz Mulligan noted regular dog fouling outside the Braidwood Centre. Kathy advised that this needed to be reported to the Environmental Wardens for action to be taken. 
1.4. Liz Mulligan noted that van parking on the footpaths around the Dumbiedykes estate has caused extensive damage to the footpaths. 
1.5. Jo Scott advised the group that the remedial work to the Meadows had been effective this year.

	JG

	8
	Neighbourhood Partnership update
1. Donald provided a verbal update on action from the two most recent NP meetings
1.1. At the business meeting of 24 September the NP considered a paper setting out the NP sub structure, which incorporated both Environmental forums. He noted that the board had asked for a further paper to be produced for discussion at the NP meeting scheduled for 11 January 2010.
1.2. At the Partnership meeting on 12 October the board agreed to the formation of a Meadows and Bruntsfield Links group. The group will comprise of nominees from South Side, Marchmont Sciennes, Merchiston and Tollcross community councils plus 2 elected members, Friends of the Meadows and Bruntsfield Links and Edinburgh University Students Association.
	

	9
	A.O.B

1. Sue Tritton noted that she had now been Chair for a year and asked that the selection on the chair should be considered on the next meeting agenda.
2. Kate Arnott advised that the pavement at the east side of Ratcliffe Terrace (at the new student flats) was formed in a hump which could prove dangerous in icy weather.
3. Kathy to provide Douglas with a map showing street light location and number.
4. Loose manhole cover near East Champney on West Savile Terrace – noise causing problems for residents.

5. Telephone box at Blackford Avenue has been graffitied.

6. Douglas Dalgleish advised that members of his residents group were keen to see the installation of bus shelters at the two stops on West Saville Terrace (previously reported to Alan Stewart).
7. The litter bin has been removed at the former tree stump site on Blackford Avenue.

8. Kate Arnott asked if the undergrowth at the trees on the amenity strip on Granby Road can be removed.
9. Sue Tritton advised that there was an ASB problem at a small park area at the end of West Savile Terrace.

10. Douglas Dalgleish advised youths are throwing gravel around at West Saville Terrace.
11. Elspeth Zank advised that there is a site in Holyrood Park being used for underage drinking.
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	11
	Date of next meeting
1. Wednesday 27 January 2010, 7pm in the Society Room, Nicolson Square Church.

	


Contacts
Local Environment Manager:

David Doig

0131 529 5187
david.doig@edinburgh.gov.uk
David has responsibility for the management and development of Environment Services in the South area. This includes maintaining roads, parks and green spaces.

Community Parks Officer

Mike Shields

0131 529 5189
mike.shields@edinburgh.gov.uk

Area Roads Manager


John Gill

0131 529 3487

John.gill@edinburgh.gov.uk

Task Force Manager


Jim Monaghan
07786 110 377

jim.monaghan@edinburgh.gov.uk
Task Force Manager


Jim Curran

07786 110 377

james.curran@edinburgh.gov.uk 
Local Community 

Safety Manager:



Kathy Evans

0131 529 5106

kathy.evans@edinburgh.gov.uk
Kathy is responsible for managing those services which make South Edinburgh a safer community, including Environmental Wardens, Community Safety Concierge, tackling antisocial behaviour and joint working with the Police.

Community Safety Team


Community Safety Team 

Senior Officer 



Greig Henderson
0131 529 5138

greig.henderson@edinburgh.gov.uk 

Environmental Warden 

Team Leader 



Mohamed Demnati 0131 529 5204
mohamed.demnati@edinburgh.gov.uk
Senior Environmental Warden
Brian Mills

0131 529 5204

brian.mills@edinburgh.gov.uk
· Call the Council Contact Centre on 0131 200 2000 for info on Council services.

· Call 0131 529 5757 to report stair lighting faults. 

· Call CLARENCE on 0800 23 23 23 to report road and lighting.

· Call 0131 529 7050 to report antisocial behaviour and find out how to help end it.

· Call the Rapid Response Team on 0808 100 33 66 about litter and dumping problems on public land.
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