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Note of Meeting

Meadows Short life Working Group

12 June 2009

The East Lothian Room, The Lothian Chambers
Present:
Councillor Perry

Chair
Susan Bruce


South Neighbourhood Manager

David Doig


South Local Environment Manager

Donald Burgess

Partnership Development Officer

David Jamieson

Parks & Green Space Manager
Sarah Murphy

Acting Events Co-ordinator

John McNeill

Public Safety
Councillor Rose

Cllr Johnstone

Cllr Godzik

Hamish McKenzie

FOMBL
Bridget Stevens

Merchiston Community Council

Jo Scott


South Side Community Council

Chris Wigglesworth
Tollcross Community Council/FOMBL
Hilary McDowell

FOMBL
Mike Shields

Parks Officer

Norman Ireland

Kevin Graham

Legal Services

Gavin Brown

Sportsmasters
Apologies:
Cllr MacLaren

Cllr McInnes
Cllr Burgess

Cllr Mackenzie
Alistair Philp

Marchmont & Sciennes Community Council

	Item
	Detail
	Action

	1
	Introductions

· Members of the group briefly introduced themselves.
	

	2
	Previous minutes/matters arising
· Minute of 1st May agreed
· Minute of 26 May agreed
	

	3
	Turf improvement options – Gavin Brown, Sportsmasters
· David Jamieson introduced Gavin Brown and explained that Sportsmasters had recently completed the improvements to the turf at the winter events site in Princes Street Gardens. Sportsmasters have been asked to produce options for the site in the Meadows
· Presentation by Gavin Brown reviewing present condition and proposing three possible options for remedial work/improvements. (presentation attached).

· Option 1 (£50k)
· Option 2 (£121k)
· Option 3 (£320k)
· Cllr Perry noted that, from the information provided, the area could be brought up and maintained to a standard that would allow it to be used as an events site but only if appropriate investment was made.

· This issue to be reconsidered dependant on the outcome of the events strategy and the meadows park manifesto.
	

	4
	Update on events and progress with manifesto
· David Jamieson explained that, following the consideration of the Meadows manifesto at the Policy and strategy committee on 9th June 2009 there is now a requirement to go out to consultation. Post meeting note David Jamieson has confirmed that the timescale for the consultation is as follows:  
· Consultation completed by 26th June. 
· Updated draft to Director of SfC by 2nd July. 
· Presented to Policy & Strategy Committee on 4th August 2009.
· Group members to forward contact details of groups or individuals these consider should be included in the consultation process.
	DJ

All

	5
	Cycling in the Meadows
· Kevin Graham explained the legal position of cycling in the Meadows with reference to a range of pieces of legislation.
· There are 3 paths in the Meadows which have been adopted as footways under the Roads Act and as a result cycling is prohibited. These are:

· Coronation Walk
· Jawbone Walk
· Boys Brigade Walk
· The other paths are not adopted and cycling is therefore permissible.

· Signage for all Meadows paths to be reviewed and changes made as appropriate to ensure clarity for all users.

· David Jamieson to develop and implement a multi agency campaign promoting responsible use of the Meadows paths by both pedestrians and cyclists. This should complement the information issued to students at the beginning of the new academic year.
	DD/MS

DJ



	6
	BBQ’s on the Meadows and Bruntsfield Links
· In response to the recent submission by Jon Simon Kevin Graham explained the legal position regarding the use of disposable BBQ’s in the Meadows with reference to a range of pieces of legislation.

· Mike Shields noted that Park Rangers were currently allowing BBQ’s where there is no damage to the grass but moving on users where their BBQ is damaging grass. This is an approach supported by FOMBL.

· David Jamieson suggested that the provision of a number of concrete slab areas for barbecues could be provided. Supported by the provision of guidance to users would help reduce the problem. David Doig to develop a proposal for the next meeting.
	DD/MS

	7
	AOB

· Chris Wigglesworth noted that there is a lack of glass recycling in the Meadows. It was agreed that provision of this should be included in the park manifesto.
· It was noted that there was a perception that the provision of toilet facilities in the Meadows was insufficient however the cost of making improvements would be prohibitive. It was agreed that improvements to signage may help.
· David Doig to check existing toilet opening and closing times.
	DJ/DD
DD

DD

	8
	Date of next meeting

· 12pm 10 July in The Old Council Chambers, City Chambers
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