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Note of Meeting

HMO Short life Working Group

18 August 2009

Mandela Room, City Chambers
Present:


Cllr Ian Perry

Chair
Anne Laird


Marchmont Sciennes Community Council

Pam Masters

Marchmont Sciennes Community Council

Chris Wigglesworth
Tollcross Community Council

Mairianna Clyde         
Merchiston Community Council
Sue Tritton


Grange Prestonfield Community Council

Judith Dunn


Scottish Association of Landlords

Andrew Sikes

CEC Planning
Donald Macleod

CEC Legal Services

Sarah Burns


SfC

Alistair Somerville

SfC

Susan Bruce


SfC

Donald Burgess

SfC

Apologies:
Jo Scott


South Side Community Council
Robert Beaton

South Side Community Council
Paul Beswick

Tollcross Community Council

Jim Davidson

SfC

Jim Donnelly

SfC

	Item
	Detail
	Action

	1
	Introductions

1. Members of the group briefly introduced themselves.
	

	2
	Previous minutes and matters arising 
1. Minute agreed 
Matters Arising

2. JCD to make contact will be made with EUSA to arrange a discussion on how to encourage students to identify and report unlicensed properties. 
3. Donald circulated the planning HMO application process flow chart produced by Andrew Sikes.
4. Discussion on whether the £20k maximum fine for unlicensed HMO landlords is sufficient and a good deterrent or should the group recommend lobbying the Scottish Government to allow the Council to issue fixed penalty fines to remove the requirement to go through the court process.
5. Donald McLeod noted that the current legislation does allow for the prosecution of, for example, letting agents or other professionals who facilitate a landlord to operate an unlicensed HMO.

6. It was discussed if consideration should be given to including holiday lets and/or all rented accommodation in the HMO licensing process.
7. Discussion on the problems caused to neighbours where changes to the internal layout of HMO properties results in, for example, communal areas of HMO’s being above/below neighbours sleeping areas.
8. Alastair Somerville noted that these alterations are covered by building regulations and Andrew Sikes advised that the Planning Dept were only involved if the alterations constituted a material change of use.
9. Discussion related to the HMO license process not able to consider amenity issues when grant application is made. Chris Wigglesworth noted that the Planning Dept does consider this.

10. Andrew Sikes advised that HMO’s come into Planning’s remit when they are for 5+ people and that. The group agreed that they would recommend that they would recommend that the planning dept threshold is reduced from 5+ to 4+.  

11. A document pulling together the papers produced by the CC and student reps and the recommendations agreed at previous meetings will be produced for the next meeting to allow discussion and agreement on the final recommendations to be made to the neighbourhood partnership 
	JCD
SB

SB

	3
	EUSA – Community Survey 

1. Not considered due to the absence of EUSA representation. PMN this was due to Thomas Graham not being advised that the meeting had been rescheduled.
	

	4
	HMO – Balance within the Community
1. Considered as part of the discussions at Item 2
	

	5
	Date of next meeting

1. Thursday 17 September 2009 10am City Chambers, Mandela Room PMN – meeting rescheduled to 29 September at 9:30 in the Lothian Chambers, Midlothian Room in order to avoid a clash with a full council meeting.
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