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Note of Meeting

Meadows Short life Working Group

26 May 2009
The Dean of Guild Court Room, City Chambers
Present:


Susan Bruce


South Neighbourhood Manager

Donald Burgess

Partnership Development Officer
Jane Bremner

Senior Events Officer

Mike Shields

Parks Officer
David Jamieson

Parks & Green Space Manager
Sarah Murphy

Acting Events Co-ordinator

Cllr MacLaren

Councillor Rose

Councillor Perry
Robin Morris

Merchiston Community Council

Alistair Philp

Marchmont & Sciennes Community Council

John Simon


Friends of the Meadows and Bruntsfield Links
Hilary McDowell

South Side Community Council

Chris Wigglesworth
Friends of the Meadows and Bruntsfield Links
	Item
	Detail
	Action

	1
	Introductions

Members of the group briefly introduced themselves.
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	· David Jamieson welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending at such short notice.
· David explained that the meeting had been called in response to Cllr MacLaren’s motion at the Policy and Strategy Committee calling for a Meadows specific parks manifesto and that this should be produced for the next Policy and Strategy Committee meeting on 9 June.

· The purpose of the meeting is to consult with the group and develop a draft manifesto which will be reported to  the Director of SfC and Cllr’s Cardownie and Aldridge for reporting to the P & S Committee.

· Cllr Perry asked for clarification on which events have already been approved for the Meadows this year. David advised:

· The Meadows Festival Funfair - 2 June

· The Meadows Festival – 6/7 June

· Edinburgh Arrows – 6 June

· Fringe Funfair – 2 August

· Urban Circus – 2 August to 9 September

· Councillor MacLaren also recommended that no more events/agreements be approved for the Meadows this year.  Councillor Perry concurred and added a request that no further agreements be entered into with respect to event applications for 2010.
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	Determining Principle 1

Control the total number of days of occupation for an event on any site.

· The group supported this principle and discussed appropriate lengths of time for events to occupy the Meadows.  They recommended that events be able to trade within a seven day rule, with a guideline of an overall occupation period of fourteen days.  However this would be contingent on weather conditions or other factors that may require an event to stay longer to limit environmental impact.

Determining Principle 2

Schedule turf rest periods between events

· Following discussion it was agreed that there should be a general principal of a minimum of 14 days rest following an event to allow for grass recovery and recreational uses. However, if there was excessive damage no other events should be sited on that space until fully recovered/repaired. This decision to be at the discretion of Parks officers. Events timetabled to go on the space should be relocated to alternative locations.

Determining Principle 3

Control the total number of ‘Major Events’ per year in each park

· There was discussion around what constitutes a “major” event.  It was noted that there are three principal criteria; scale of event, amount of infrastructure and number of attendees.  The group agreed that a maximum of five major events be allowed on the Meadows per year, with no more than one major event at any one time.  However, exceptions should be made for community or non profit events, if they can be accommodated.  

· Community representatives were particularly concerned about events being given permission without prior community consultation/notification.  In particular they sought consultation at the point of event application.

· The Edinburgh Improvement Act of 1827 was brought to the attention of the group and it was suggested that the Act could rule out the creation of a permanent events site.  

Determining Principle 4

Define the capacity of each event site and suggest appropriate types of uses for each venue.

· The group recommended that all event organisers should submit a “Common Good” statement when applying for permission to use the Meadows.  This statement should indicate the benefits of any event to the common good of the citizens of Edinburgh.

· Following discussions regarding areas of special interest such as the cricket pitches it was agreed that the three cricket squares in areas 1, 2 and 3 be protected during events at all times.  No major events of a commercial nature should be allowed in Area 1.  However, small events could be accommodated in the area, but outside the cricket boundary.

Determining Principle 5

To set an appropriate limit for private events

· Following discussion it became apparent that this principle was difficult to define and the group was unable to agree any specific recommendations.

The following three principles relate to the management of events:

Managing Principle 6

Control vehicle use and access

Managing Principle 7

To impose appropriate conditions on event activities and placement of infrastructure to be monitored and assessed

Determining Principle 8

Contingency plans to form part of event lease agreement

· It was agreed that due to the timescales that the group have been required to respond within, it was not in a position to consider and recommend appropriate conditions.  Community representatives requested that the Friends of The Meadows and Bruntsfield Links Events Strategy, 16th February 2009 be taken into account in relation to these principles.

· The group emphasised their request that the principles contained within the Events Manifesto are reviewed on an annual basis and community stakeholders consulted as part of this process. 
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	Date of next meeting

Friday 12th June pm 11:30 (lunch to be provided)
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