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Note of Meeting

Meadows Short life Working Group

10 July 2009

The Old Council Chamber, City Chambers
Present:
Councillor Perry

Chair
David Doig


South Local Environment Manager

Sarah Murphy

Acting Events Co-ordinator

John McNeill

Public Safety
Councillor Rose
Bridget Stevens

Merchiston Community Council
Robin Morris

Merchiston Community Council

Jo Scott


South Side Community Council

Chris Wigglesworth
Tollcross Community Council/FOMBL
Alan Bell


Parks & Greenspace Manager
Apologies:
Cllr MacLaren

Susan Bruce


South Neighbourhood Manager

Donald Burgess

Partnership Development Officer

David Jamieson

Parks & Green Space Manager
Cllr Godzik

Mike Shields

Parks Officer

	Item
	Detail
	Action

	1
	Introductions

· Cllr Perry welcomed everyone to the meeting and apologies for absence were recorded.
	

	2
	Previous minutes/matters arising
· Minute of 12 June agreed
· Donald Burgess had not forwarded the presentation from Gavin Brown, Sportsmasters and it was suggested this should be done in a reduced format.
	DB

	3
	Update on Events
· Sarah Murphy gave a brief update of the events that have now been given permission for the Meadows stating that a water station for the Maggie’s Walk on the hard standing at the cricket pavilion had been agreed 
· There was a general discussion about the application of the Festival Funfair (Evans)
· John Simon raised an issue that it was confusing that the closing date for objections was the same day as the licence was being considered at Council

· Cllr Perry explained the process whereby that objections can, where the chair allows, be heard up to the last minute

· Jo Scott suggested that it mat be a better system if the licence had to be applied for in advance of Parks permissions

· Cllr Perry indicated that it didn’t really matter which way round, but it could in effect put Parks under pressure to grant permission if a licence had already been received

· Chris Wigglesworth suggested that it may be that a more efficient way should be reviewed Council wide for the granting of permissions and licence
	

	4
	Progress with manifesto
· Sarah Murphy informed the meeting that the Parks Manifesto was now with the Director of SfC 
· Ian Perry asked if the draft is likely to be available prior to it going public

· Chris Wigglesworth requested that this group should get a draft of manifesto as a minimum before this goes public

· Ian Perry agreed and requested that the information should be circulated DD to action
	SM


	5
	BBQ’s on the Meadows and Bruntsfield Links
· A brief update of the management of BBQ’s on the Meadows was given, whereby staff are being pro-active in their management of the problem until a solution is found. Users are being asked to ensure that the BBQ’s are being used sensibly and safely and not causing damage to the ground.

· Locations have been identified for possible slab locations but we are trying to find heat resistant types before final decision.
· CW suggested that trading standards could work with local stores and retailers who are selling these BBQ’s and offer guidelines on safe use.
	

	6
	AOB
· JS enquired about the Roundabout which has been removed from the magnet play area
· AB explained that he understood the problem to be a manufacturing fault which should be dealt with soon, but he will gather this information and circulate

· CW asked that some thought be given to use of portable toilets by events and how their use in the park is monitored
· JS asked if consideration could be given to the access point for urban circus at George Square and how this is going to be managed during the event.

· IP considered that by the production of the Management Plan for the Meadows and Bruntsfield Links and the introduction of the Parks Manifesto for Events that the MSLWG had now fulfilled its remit and as such the group should be dissolved. This was considered and agreed by the attendees.

· DD proposed that a new management group should be established the group would be responsible for taking forward the development and implementation of the management plan for the Meadows & Bruntsfield Links, develop the Parks Manifesto as relates to the Meadows and Bruntsfield Links, support and develop the application process for Green Flag Status and discuss and develop service delivery for the park in line with the Local Community Plan objective to improve our environment. The MSLWG agreed in principle to establish a Meadows Management Group (MMG).
· IP asked that a report be submitted to the NP to this effect.
	AB

DD



	7
	As this was all the business the meeting was closed with no future date due to the intended dissolution of the group
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